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Strange and Myſterious Af, 


B ET WE E N 


MARv SQUIRES a Gypſy, and 
X Elizabeth Canning, 


Who ſwore that ſhe was robbed, and afterwards .., 

confined by the Gyp/j, till ſhe was almoſt ſtarved z - 
for which the Gypſy was condemned to Death, 
but afterwards received his Majeſty's Pardon. | 


With all the Particulars of the TRTIALũof Elizabc? 1 ſl 
Canning afterwards, upon an Indictment for Aa 
Falſe Accuſation, c. of the Gy; which begaen 
at the Old Bailey on Monday the 29th of April, 
1754, and continued till Tue/day the ſeventh: 
of May. 2 
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A Full and Authentic 


ACCOUNT 


OF TH 


Strange and Myſterious Affair 


BETWEEN 


MaRY SQUIRES a Gypſy, and 
Elizabeth Canning. 


HERE has been nothing 
in the Memory of Man, 
that has ſo much embar- 
raſſed the Public, as the 
Affair between Mary 
2 IR ES the Gyp/y, and 
ELIZABETH CANNING, 4 
Servant Girl ; which has 
for above 15 Months paſt engroſſed almoſt 
the whole Attention, Converſation, and En- 
B quiry 
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quiry of the Public. There is ſuch a Mixture 
of Contradictions and Probabilities, or at. leaft 
Poſſibilities, that it has puzzled the acuteſt 
Judgments to make an abſolute Dctermina- 


tion: Some of the ableſt Lawyers in the King- 


dom have conſidered it, without being able to 
penetrate to the Bottom of it: It has been laid 
before his Majeſty in Council, but even there 
it ſeems not to have been cleared up. At 
length, fifteen Months after the Fact, a Trial 
commenced againſt the Girl for W/i!ful and 
Corrupt Perjury, which began at the Old Bai- 
ley on Monday the 29th of April, 1754, and 
was not finithed till Tueſday the 7th of May : 

Bur as this Trial was in Conſequence of what 
had been ſaid and done by her in Regard to 
the Gyp/y, it will be neceſſary, for the better 
underſtanding of it, to take a Review of 
the - whole Affair, which was the Method 
the Court proceeded on in the Courſe of this 
laſt Trial, We ſhall add to this Review of the 


ſeveral Circumſtances, without any Partiality, 


ſuch Reflections and ObGreatioda as the Wri- 


ters on both Sides have made, whereby our 


Readers will be the better able to form ſome - 
Judgment of this very fArange Affair, and to 
underſtand” the Evidence which appeared on 
the Jate Trial. | 


On the 6th of January, 17 53, the following 
Advertiſement appeared in * Daily Adver- 
tiſer, viz, 


« Whereas 


vp. 0 

] bereas Elizabeth Canning went from 
« her Friends between Hounſditch and Bi- 
„ ſhopſgate, n Monday /aft, the 1/8 Inſtant, 
e between Nine and Ten o Clock, Whoever can 
„ pive any Account where ſhe is, ſhall have 
* Two Guineas Reward ; ts be paid by Mrs. 
„Canning, 4 Sawyer, in Alderminbury Poſ- 
tern, which will be a great Satisfaction lo her 
Mother. She is freſb-coloured, pitted with 
* the Small-Pox, has a high Forehead, light 
„ Fye-brows, about five Feet higb, eigbreen 
„ Years of Ape, well ſett, had on a Maſque- 
„ rade Purple Stuff Gown, a black Petticoat, 
* @ white Chip Hat, bound rcund with Green, 
* a white Apron and Handkexchief, blue Stock- 
& ings, and Leather Shoes. 
Motte, It is ſuppoſed foe was revejbly ta- 
** ken away by ſome evil-diſpeſed Perſon, as 
&*& ſhe was heard tò ſhriek out in a Hackney 
Coach in Biſhopſgaie-ſtreet. F the Coac h- 
** man remembers ny T hing of the Affair, by 
Living an, Account as abobe, be ſpall be hand- 
„ ſomely rewarded fer his Trouble. 


Upon this Advertiſement Dr. Hill, a Wri- 
ter on the Side of the Gypſy, thus remarks : 
* Why ſuppoſed to be taken forcibly away? 
„Are theſe Tranſatjions common? or Was 
« there any Thing in the preſent Caſe to authg- 
*© rize ſuch an Imagination? To what Purpoſe 
«© ſhould ſhe be forced away ! She is not hand- 
66 fome ; ; ſo that the Deſign could not be upon 
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ber Perſon; and certainly the Dreſs that is 
deſcribed ſo largely, could not tempt any one 
to carry her off to rob her; nor was it ne- 
ceſſary, for that might have been done where 
ſhe was ſeized , nay, and in the latter Ac- 
counts we are told it was done there. 

MI bo heard her fſhriek ! or what is become 
of the Hackney Coach Part of the Stary; no 
Syllable has been fince uttered of it. Who 


ſhould know the Voice of a Servant of no Con- 


/ider ation, calling in à ftrange Part of the 


Tewn from a Coach? What muſt the Ruf- 


fans lade been doing, who ſuffered ber to 
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* ſpritk ; er who that heard ſuch a Voice, and 


did, or that did not know the Pe:ſou, would 
not bave ſtopped the Carriage! How came 
he, who heard fo much, not lo call Perſons to 
aſſiſt him? There are enough in the Streets at 
Ten 0OClock ;,, or, where's the Coachman ? for 
Coaches do not drive themſelves, and certainly 
he might be found to juſtify the Story. | 

«© If a Coach carried her, where therefore is 
the Driver of it? or, if ſhe was dragged 
along, how did the People, who were taking 
all this Pains, and running all this Hazard, 
to no Sort of Purpoſe, get her undiſcovered 
through the Turnpikes?” And he ſuppoſes that 


this was a Preparative for all that followed, and 


inſerted on Purpoſe to prepare the Publick to 


receive her Story. But ſome of theſe Parti- 
culars in the Advertiſement were accounted for 
on the late Trial. 


However 


n 

However this was, Elizabeth Canning, the 
Mother, having a very good Character, and 
being well eſteemed in the Neighbourhood 
where ſhe has lived for many Years, and the 
Girl having always bore a good Reputation, 
and being no-more than eighteen, the Neigh- 
bours intereſted themſelves greatly in the poor 


Woman's Misfortune, and promiſed to con- 


tribute to a larger Reward for the Diſcovery of 
the Girl, which was accordingly advertiſed, and 
every other Method that could be thought of 
put in Practice, but without gaining the leaſt 
Intelligence of what was become. of the Girl. 
No Place was left unſearched by the afflicted 
Mother; even'Gaols and Hoſpitals were not 
omitted, leſt peradventure ſome « Miſtake or 
Accident might have brought her. Daughter 
into one or other of them ; but all in vain, and 
Week after Week rolled on in this miſerable 


State of Suſpence, without the leaſt News of 
the Girl, till the 29th Day of January, when _ 
ſhe returned to her Mother's Houſe about Ten 
O'Clock at Night, in a moſt frightful and miſe- 
rable Condition. The Account ſhe gave f 
what had happened to her, was as follows : 


She declared, That on Monday the iſt of 


January laſt_ ſhe went to ſee her Uncle and 
Aunt, who are People of a very good Characs _ 
ter, and who live at Sallpetre Bank, near Roſe-" 
mary-lane ; that having continued with them 
till towards Nine in the Evening, her Uncle 


and 


8 

and Aunt, it being late, walked a great Part of 
the Way Home with her; that ſoon after ſhe 
parted with them, and came oppoſite to Beth- 
lehem-gate in Moorfields, ſhe was ſeized by two 
Men who, after robbing her of Halt a Guinea 
in Gold, and three Shillings in Silver, of her 
Hat, Gown, and Apron, violently dragged 
her into a Gravel-walk that leads down to the 
Gate of Bethlehem Hoſpital ; about the Mid- 
dle of which one of the Men, after threatening 
to do for her, gave her a violent Blow with his 
Fiſt on the right Temple, that threw her into 
a Fit, and entirely deprived her of her Senſes. 
Theſe Fits ſhe ſays ihe hath been accuſtomed 
to; that they were firſt occaſioned by the Fall 
of a Cieling on her Head; that they are apt 
to return upon her whenever ſhe is frightened, 
and that they ſometimes continue for (ix or ſe- 
ven Hours ; that when ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe 
perceived that two Men were hurrying her 
along in a large Road-way, and tnat in a little 
Time after ſhe was recovered, ſhe was able to 
walk alone; however, they ſtill continued to 
pull and drag her along; that ſhe was ſo inti- 
midated by their Uſage, that ſhe durſt not call 
out, nor, even ſpeak to them ; that in about 
half an Hour after the Recovery of her Senſes 
they carried her into an Houſe, where ſhe ſaw 
in the Kitchen an old Gypſy Woman and two 
young Women; that the old Gypſy Woman 
took hold of her by the Hand, and promiſed 
to give her fine Cloaths if ſhe would go their 

ab Way; 
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Way; which Expreſſion ſhe underſtanding to 
mean the becoming a Proſtjtute, ſhe utterly re- 
{uſed to comply with; upon which the old 
Gypſy Woman took a Knife out of a Drawer 
and cut the Stays off this Elizabeth Canning, 
and took them away from her, at which Time 
one of the Men likewiſe took off her Cap, and 
then both the Men went away; that ſoon after 
they were gone, and about an Hour after ſhe 
had been inthe Houle, the old Gypſy Woman 
forced her up an old Pair of Stairs, and puſh*d 
her into a back Room like a Hay-Lofr, with- 
out any Furniture whatſoever in the ſame, and 
there lock*'d her up, threatening that if ſhe 
made the leaſt Noiſe or Diſturbance, the old 
Gyply Woman would come up and cut her 
Throat, and then faſtened the Door on the 
Out- ſide and went away. She ſays, that when 
it was Day-light, upon her looking round to 


ſee in what,diſmal Place ſhe was confined, ſhe - ||| 


diſcoyered a large Black Jug, with the Neck 


much broken, filled with Water, and ſeveral 


Pieces of Bread, amounting to about the 
Quantity of a Quartern Loaf, ſcattered on the 


Floor, where was likewiſe a ſmall Parcel of. 


Hay. In this Room ſhe ſays ſhe continued 
from that Time till about half a Hour after 
Four of the Clock in the Afternoon of Mon- 


day the 29th Day of the ſame Month of Ja+ _ 


nuary, being in all twenty-ſeven Days and up- 
wards, without any other Suſtenance than the 
aforcſaid Bread and Water, except one {mall 
WL minced 
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minced Pye which ſhe had in her Pocket, which 
ſhe was carrying Home as a Prelent to her lit- 
tle Brother. She likewiſe ſays, that ſhe had 
ſome Part of this Proviſion remaining on the 
Friday before ſhe made her Eſcape, which ſhe 
did by breaking out at a Window of the Room 
or Loft in which ſhe was confined, and whence 
having eſcaped, ſhe got back to her Friends in 
London in about ſix Hours, in a moſt weak 
and miſerable Condition, being almoſt ſtarved 
to Death, and without ever once ſtopping, at 
any Houſe or Place by the Way, She like- 
wile ſays, that during her whole Conhnement 
no Perſon ever came near her to aſk her any 
Queſtion whatever, nor did ſhe ſee any belong- 
ing to the Honſe more than once, -when one of 
the Women peeped through a Hole in the 
Door, and that ſhe herſelf was afraid to call or 
ſpeak to any one. ' 


Mr. Juſtice Fielding has remarked upon this 
Account in the following Manner: 


Such is the Narrative of Z#lizabeth Can- 
ning, and a very extraordinary Narrative it is, 
conſiſting of many ſtrange Particulars, re- 
ſembling rather a wild Dream than a real Fact. 
Firſt, It doth not well appear with what Mo- 
tive theſe Men carried this poor Girl ſuch a 
Length of Way, or indeed that they had any 
Motive at all for ſo doing. Secondly, That they 
ſhould be able to do it, is not very eaſy 5 be- 

ieve; 


n 

eve; I do not mean that it is not within the 
Strength of two Men to carry a little Girl (for 
ſo ſhe is) ten Miles, hut that they could do this 
without being met, oppoſed, or examined, by 
any Perſons in the much frequented Roads near 
this Town, is extreamly ſtrange and ſurpriſing. 
7 hirdly, The Gypſy Woman doth not ſeem. to 
have had any ſufficient Motive to her Proceed- 
ings. If her Deſign was to make a Proſtitute, 
or a Gypſy, or both, of this poor, Girl, ſhe 
would, in all Probability, have applied to her 
during her Confinement, to try what Effect 
that Confinement had produced. If her De- 
ſign was Murder, ſhe had many eaſier and bet- 
ter Ways than by ſtarvinng, or if ſhe had 
choſen this Method of deſtroying the Girl, it 
ſeems impoſſible to account for the conveying 
to her that Bread and Water, which could ſerve 
for no Purpoſe but to lengthen out the Miſery 
of a Wretch againſt whom the Gypſy Wo- 
man had, as appears, no Foundation whatever 
of Anger or Revenge, and might have en- 
creaſed the Danger of diſcovering the whole 
Villainy. Fourthly, That Elizabeth Canning 
herſelf ſhould have ſurvived this Uſage, 'and 
all the Terrors it muſt have occaſioned, and 
ſhould have been kept alive with no other Sul- 
tenance than ſhe declares ſhe had, are Facts 

very aſtoniſhing,” and almoſt incredible. Fifth- 
ly, That ſhe ſhould ſo well have huſbanded'her 
{mall Pittance as to retain ſome of it till within 
two 880 of her Eſcape, is another very ſur- 


priſing 


The HP 
priſing Circumſtance. S, That ſhe ſhould 
undergo all this Hardſhip and Faſting without - 
attempting ſooner to make lier Eſcape, or with- 
out perceiving , the Poſſihility of making it in 
the Manner in which ſhe at laſt ſays ſhe did' ef. 
fect it, ſeems to be no leſs ſhocking to Reaſon 
and common Senſe. Zaſtly, That at the Time 
when ſhe dates this Eſcape, ſhe ſhould have 
Strength ſufficient left, not only to break her 
Priſon in the Manner the declares, but to walk 
eleven or twelve Miles to her own Home, is 
another Fact which may very well ſtagger our 
Belief, and is a proper Cloſe to this ſtrange, 
een and ſcarce credible Story, 


Thus have I ſet the ſeveral Particulars of 
this Narrative in as ſtrong a Light againſt the 
Relater, and in one as diſadvantageous to the 
Credibility of ber Relation, as 1 think they 
can fairly be placed. Cettain it is, that the 
Facts ſcem at firſt to amount to the very higheſt 
Degree, of .Improbability, but I think that 
they do not amount to an Impoſſibility ; for 
as to thoſe Objections which ariſe from the 
Want of a ſufficient Motive in the Lranſac- 
tors of this cruel Scene, no great Streſs I think 
can be laid on theſe. I might aſk what poſ- 
ſible Motive, coy induce two Nuffians, who 
were executed. laſt Winter for Murder, after 

they had robbed a poor Wretch who made no 
' * Reſiſtance, to return and batter his Skull with 
their Clubs, till they fractured it in almoſt 
twenty 


| C 13 3 

twenty different Places, How many Cruel- 
ties, indeed, do we daily hear of, to which it 
ſcems not eaſy to aſſign any other Motive than 
Barbarity itſelf ? In ſerious and ſorrowful 
Truth, doth not Hiſtory, as well as our own 
Experience, afford us too great Reaſon to ſu- 
ſpect, that there is in ſome Minds a Senſation 
directly oppoſite to that of Benevolence, and 
which delights and feeds itſelf with Acts of 
Cruelty and Inhumanity? And if ' ſuch a Paſ- 
ſion can be allowed any Exiſtence, where can 
we imagine it more likely to exiſt than among 
ſuch People as theſe. | 


Beſides, though to a humane and truly ſen- 
fible Mind ſuch Actions appear to want an ad- 
equate Motive, yet to Wretches very little re- " 
moved, either in their Senſations or Under- l 
ſtandings, from wild Beaſts, here may pol- | 
libly appear a very ſufficient Motive to all that 
they ad ; ſuch might be a Deſire of increaſing | 
the Train of Gypſies, or of Whores in the | 
Family of Mother Weill. One of thefe ap- 
pears to have been the Deſign of the Gypſy _ 
Woman, from the Declaration of | Elizabeth 
Canning; who, if ſhe had ſaid nothing more 
improbable, would certainly have been entitled | 
to our Belief in this, though this Deſign ſeems 
afterwards not to have been purſued. In hort, 

ſhe might very poſſibly have left the Alterna! 

tive, with ſome Indifference to the Girl own - 
Option; if ſhe was ſtarved out of e |; 


OILS 
the Family might eaſily apprehend ſhe would 


give them Noticez if out of her Life, it 1 
would be then Time enough to convey her 7 
dead Body to ſome Ditch or Dunghill, where, te 
when it was found, it would tell no Tales: Poſ- t 
ſibly, however, the Indifference of the Gypſy i 
Woman was not fo abſolute, but that ſhe might { 
prefer the Girl's going her Way, and this will V 


account for her conveying to her that Bread 
and Water, which might give the poor Girl a 
longer Time to deliberate, and ei Sava the 
Love of Life might have a better Chance to 
prevail over the Love of Virtue. 


So much for the firſt and third Objection 
ariſing from the Want of Metive, from which, 
as I obſerved above, no very powerful Argu- 
ments can. be drawn in the Caſe of ſuch 
Wretches : As to the ſecond Objection, tho? 

I mentioned it as I would omit none, the Rea- 

der, I preſume, will lay ſo little Weight upon 

it, that it would be waſting Time to give it 

much Anſwer. In Reality, the Darkneſs of 
the Night at that Seaſon of the Year, and 
when it was within two Days of the New 
Moon, with the Indifference of moſt People to 
what doth not concern themſelves, and the 
Terror with which all honeit Perſons paſs by 
Night through-the Roads near this Town, will 
very ſufficiently account for the Want of all 
Interruption to theſe Men in their Conveyance 
of the poor Girl, | al 


With 
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With 2 to the fourth Objection, How 
le could ſurvive this Uſage, Ge? I leave the 
Degree of Probability to be aſcertained by the 
Phyſicians : Poſſible, I think it is, and I con- 
tend for no more. I ſhall only obſerve here, 
that ſhe barely did ſurvive it, and that ſhe, who 
left her Mother in a plump Condition, return'd 
io like a Spectre, that her Mother fainted away 
when.ſhe ſaw her; her Limbs were all emaci- 
ated, and the Colour of her Skin turned black, 
{ as to reſemble a State of Martification ; her 
Recovery from which State ſince, is a Proof 
of that firm and ſound Conſtitution, which 


ſupported her, if ſhe 105 Une, unn all her 
Miſery. py 5 


As to che fifch Ot; jection, me . That 
the cruel Uſage ſhe had met with, and the 
Condition ſhe faw herſelf in, ſo affected both 
her Mind and Body, that ſhe eat ſcarce any 
hing during the Ren Days of her Confine- 
ment, and afterwards had 10 little Appetite, 


that ſhe could ſcarce ſwalloy the hard Morſels 
which were allotted her. 


The Gxth Objection hath, in my unden ſo 
little in it, that had I not heard it inſiſted on 
5 others, I ſhould not myſelf have advanced 

Common Experience every Day teacheth 
n that we endure many Inconveniencies of 
| .ife, while we overlook thoſe Ways of extri- 

ting ourſelves ; which, when they W 

| vere 
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vered, appear to have been, from the firſt, ex- 
treamly eaſy and obvious. The Inference 
which may be drawn from this Obſervation, a 
moderate Degree of Candor will oblige us to 
extend very far in the Caſe of a poor ſimple 
Child, under all the Circumſtances of Weak- 
neſs of Body, and Depreſſion and Confuſion of 
Spirits, till Deſpair, which is a Quality that is 
ever encreaſing as its Object encreaſes, grew to 
the higheſt Pitch, and forced her to an Attempt 
which ſhe had not before had the Courage to 
undertake. Y 


As to her accompliſhing this, and being able 
to eſcape to her Friends, the Probability of 'this 
likewiſe I leave to the Diſcuſſion of Phy lici- 
ans: Poſſible it ſurely is, and I queſtion very 
much, whether the Degree of Deſpair, which 
J have juſt mentioned, will not even make it 
probable ; ſince this is known to add no leſs 
Strength to the Body than it doth to the Mind, 
aà Truth which every Man almoſt may confirm 

by many Inftances.?!- TD 


Dr. Hill, on the other Side, ſpeaks of her 
Narrative in the following Manner: 


Ihe pretty Innocent (ſuch we ſhould take 
her to be from the Story) tells us ſhe was 
tempt- ſtrongly: She was., promiſed ine 
 Cloaths, u He would go their Way, This is 
the Account; and in the Name of Reaſon let 


8 * , - 4 


(29 
us conſider it. The Phraſe is an odd an un- 
natural one; and the fine Cloaths were to be 
givenz By whom? By one who hardly had 
a Covering for herſelf, and in a Place where 
every Thing ſpoke Beggary : Unnatural, ri- 
diculous, and abſurd PI I 


* 94 4 * 1 
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There can be 'no:Cauſe'aMgncd,/}why Men 
ſhould drag her many 'Miles-/or-why (Women 
lock her up to periſh, without the»tealt Ad- 
vantage, or the leaſt Proſpect of Advantage. 
I wiſh it could be ſaid there appears no End 
for which all this might be pretended, altho? 
there could be none for which it ſhould be done. 


Did the prophetic" Spirit of her Virtue. fore- 
ſee exactly the Length of her Confinement ? 
How came ſhe elſe to proportion, for it's plain 
ſne did proportion, her Eating to it? There 
8, indecd | 

foreſeen it, ſince the Duration was at her own: 


Pleaſure. There appears no Cauſe why ſhe 


did not make that Eſcape the firſt Night, 
which ſhe. effected on the laſt Day at Four in 
the Afternoon: And as it has been thought 
range that no one oppoſed the Perſons in the 
Night in carrying her thither, I ſhall add, that 
Lithink it. (till more ſtrange no ont was let into 


che, Story on her Return. Her Weakneſs | 


might have made her complain Terror 
peak, and even her Countenance mult have 
occaſioned Queſtion. People could not be 


, no Reaſon why ſhe ſhould not have 
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wanting to this Purpoſe ; for ſhe that could 
ſet out in the Afternoon to walk from Enfield- 
Waſh to London, muſt be met, overtaken, or 
ſeen, by many hundred Perſons: Her Figure 
was ſingular enough to have drawn the Atten- 
tion of ſome of theſe, her Aſpect (as you de- 
ſcribe it) of them all: The Story has been 
enough ſpoken of to bring ſuch People to at- 
teſt it, had there been any ſuch ; but if any 
have appeared, it has not come to my Know- 
ledge, * 


Acts of Cruelty have been practiſed by Ruf- 
fians : Igrant you ſo much, mighty Reaſoner ! 
but there has been a Motive; the worſt of 
them have never done it otherwiſe : Their own 
Safety is the common Cauſe, and Cowards are 
to a Proverb ctuel. But here Men endanger'd, 
and not ſecured, their Safety, by the doing it; 
and had no End to anſwer when it was done. 
On the ſame Principle, before we can believe 
the Women (who have been condemned) would 
have run the Hazard of her Confinement, 
when they knew an Eſcape ſo practicable, we 
muſt expect to find ſome Motives to their do- 
ing it. 728 


The Cant of the Subſcription was her Vir- 
tue, but there muſt have been a Face to ſtamp 
the Price on that: Without it the Commo- 

| 1 23: og City's 
* Three or four ſuch People appeared on the late 
Trial. --- 
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dity's not marketable : Naked Virtue is of no 
Value unto the Sort of People theſe have been 
repreſented. Beſides, had there been even this 
Temptation, the Gypſy, who is charged with 
the Crime, could not have any Intent to an- 
{wer in the obtaining of the Sacrifice. She 
did not keep the Houſe ; and it could not be 
in F riendſhip to Mrs. Wells, for, they were 
Strangers.” 


Thus fairly have we ſtated what has been 
ſaid on both Sides, in Regard to the Account 
the Girl gave of her Confinement at Mother \ 
Wells. Our Readers, upon Examination, 
will perceive on which Side there 1s moſt Force 
ot Argument. | 


We now proceed to relate what followed the 
Girl's coming Home. Her Abſence had made 
fo much Noiſe, and appeared ſo unaccount- 
able, that as ſoon as the News of her being re- 
turned was known, a great many People went 
to her Mother's Houſe to ſee and talk with her 
but her weak Condition would not permit her 
to anſwer a great many Queſtions. In Anſwer © | 
to the general Enquiry, if ſhe could not tell | 
where ſhe had been, ſhe anſwered, that it was 
ſomewhere upon the Heriford Road, becauſe | 
ſhe had' ſeen the Coachman, who ofed tocarry | 
her Miſtreſs to Hertford, go by, and'that-ſhe - | 
had once heard the Name of Wills or Wells 
mentioned in the Houſe : *Upon this on ke ; 
thoſe 
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1 
hoſe who came to ſee her, ſaid, It muſt cer- 
L117 be Mother Wellss at Enfield-Waſh, a 
F;ciite i very ill Fame. This appearing pro- 
batzl- to her! riends, and the reſt of the Com- 
pany wh were preſent, it was determined that 
the Girl, though in a muſt weak Condition, 
ſhould go betore the ſitting Alderman, and 
make Affidavit of the Affair, in order to ob- 
tain a Warrant for the apprehending of Mo- 
ther Vells. Accordingly, on the 31ſt of Ja- 
| nuary, the Girl was carried before him, and her 
' Depoſition taken; in which ſhe declared, the 
Room ſhe was confined in was a darkiſh little 
ſquare Room, that ſhe lay upon the Boards, 
that there was nothing in the Room except a 


' Grate, with a Gown in it, and that there was a 


Picture over the Chimney. 


This Account differing in ſome Circum- 
ftances from what ſhe depoſed afterwards, and 
from what the Room was found to be, (eſpeci- 
ally in Regard to the Dimenſions, it being thirty 
Feet long, and only nine broad, and in Re- 
ſpect to her lying on the Boards, for ſne had ſaid 


at firſt that there was Hay in the Room, and 


has depoſed the ſame on Oath ſince,) has been 
ſtrongly alledged againſt her, as a Proof of 
her whole Story being falſe : But on the other 
Side it is ſaid, that as the Girl was extreamly 
taint and weak at the Time of this Examina- 
tion, as there was a great Number of Perſons 
preſent, fo that even the Alderman himſelf 

own'd 


T nn) 


own*d on the late Trial, that he did not know — ' 


how Mother Wells*'s Name came to be put 
down in the Warrant he ſigned for apprehend- 
ing her, as being the Perſon who had cut Can- 
ning's 'Stays off, he not remembering that 
the Girl ever mentioned her Name; conſider- 
ing all theſe Circumſtances, thoſe Perſons that 
eſpouſe her Cauſe ſay, that the Difference 
which was in her Depoſition at this Time, 
might probably ariſe from the Miſtake of the 
Clerk, who took it amidſt the Talk of fo , 
many Perſons. A Warrant being granted by the . 
Alderman, it was reſolved that the Girl ſhould 
be carried down in a Coach the next Day, and 
ſeveral of her Friends'agreed to accompany - 
her on Horſeback ; among which were Mr. 
I.yon, her Maſter, whom ſhe lived with, Mr. 
IWintlebury, with whom ſhe had lived before, 
Mr. Naſb, Mr. Hage, Mr. Aldrich, Mr. Adam- 
/on, Mr. Skerret, Mrs. Woodward, and ſeveral 


others of her Neighbours and Acquaintance. 


When they came down, the Girl was firſt cars 
ried out of the Coach in a Man's Arms, into 
the Kitchen of Mother Wells's Houſe, and fer 
on the Dreſſer, where ſne ſeemed very faint and 
ill ; upon which her Maſter Jyen bid her not 
be frightened, for ſhe was among Friends, but 
at the ſame Time charged her to be ſure not to 
ſwear any. Thing raſhly, but to be quite cer- 
tain before ' ſhe fixed upon any one. She was 
then carried into the Parlour, where Mother 
PD 61 Wells. 
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Wells the Gypſy, her Son and Daughter, Vir- 
tue Hall, and Judith Natus, were under the 
Care of an Officer, who had apprehended them 
early in the Morning. As ſoon as ſhe was 
brought into the Room, the Girl pitched upon 
the Gyply as the Perſon who had cut her Stays 
{ off, and ſaid, that Lucy Squires and Virtue Hall 
| ſtood by; as to Mother Wells, ſhe ſaid that ſhe 
did not know ſhe had ever ſeen her before, and 
ſhe could not ſay any Thing as to George 
| CGquires ; however, they were all put in a Cart 
together, and carried before Juſtice Tyhmaker, 


Before they came hither, George Squires, the 
 CGyply's Son, having got his Great Coat on, 
the Girl, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him before the Juſ- 
| tice, {aid he then look'd much more like one 
of the Men who had robb'd her in Moorfeelds, 

however, ſhe would not ſwear againſt him, ſo 
that the Juſtice diſcharged him and the reſt, 
| except the Gypſy and Mother Wells, one of 
whom he committed to Priſon, as being ſwore 
againſt by the Girl for robbing her of her 
| Stays, and the other for keeping a diſorderly 
| Houſe. 


But before .the Seflions came on that they 
were to take their Trial at, the Friends of 
Canning thought they ſhould be able to go 
more to the Bottom of the Affair by appre- 
hending Virtue Hall, who was a Servant in 
Mother Wells's Houſe ; they therefore applied 
to Juſtice Fielding, who, upon Canning's making 
1 an 
| 
| 


1 


an Information upon Oath before him, granted 
a Warrant for apprehending Virtue Hall. 


As ſome Diſagreement of this Information 
of Canning's, ſworn before Juſtice Fielding, 
with that made before the Alderman, and hke- 
wiſe with what ſhe depoſed. on the Trial of the 
Gypſy, is one of the main Foundations of the 
Indictment brought againſt her for Milſul and 
Corrupt Perjury, it will be neceſſary to give it 
here at large, as it was read in Court upon the 
late Trial. | 


n The IN rOR NATION of Kine | 
Middleſex 3 beth Canning, of Aldermanbury 


Poſtern, London, Spinſter, taken 
upon Oath, this 19th Day of Fe- 
bruary, in the Year of our Lord 
1753, before Henry Fielding, £/q; 


one of bis Majeſty's Juſtices of the © 


Peace for the County of Middleſex. 


HIS Informant, upon her Oath, ſaith, 


That on Monday, the firſt Day of Janu- 
ary laſt paſt, ſhe, this Informant, went to ſee 
her Uncle and Aunt, who live at Salipetre 
Bank, near Roſemary- Lane, in the County of 
Middleſex, and; continued with them until. the 
Evening; and faith, That upon her Return 
Home, about half ah Hour after Nine, being 
oppoſite Bethlehem-gate in Moorſelde, ſhe, this 
Informant, was ſeized by two Men, (whole 


Names 
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Names are unknown to her, this Informant, )- 


who both had brown. Bob Wigs on, and Drab- 
coloured Great Coats; one of whom held her, 
this Informant, whilſt the other, feloniouſly and 
violently, took from her one Shaving Hat, one 
Stuff Gown, and one Linnen Apron, which 
ſhe had on; and alſo, Half a Guinea in Gold, 
and Three Shillings in Silver; and then he 
that held her, threatened to do for this In- 
formant. And this Informant ſaith, Thar, 
immediately after, they, the ſame two Men, 
violently took hold of her, and dragged her 
up into the Gravel Walk that leads down to 
the ſaid Gate, and about the Middle thereof, 
he, the ſaid Man that firſt held her, gave her, 
with his Fiſt, a very violent Blow upon the 
Right Temple, which threw her intoa Fit, and 
deprived her of her Senſes; which Fits, ſhe, 
this Informant, faith ſhe is accuſtomed and 
ſubject to, upon being frighted, and that they 
often continue for ſix or ſeven Hours. And 
this Informant ſaith, That when ſhe came to 
herſelf, ſhe perceived that ſhe was carrying 
along by the ſame two Men, in a large Road- 
Way :: And ſaith, That in ali 'e Time after, 
ſhe was ſo recovered, ſhe was able to walk 
alone; however, they continued to pull her 


along, which ſtill ſo intimidated and frighted 


her, that ſhe durſt not call out for Aſſiſtance, 


or ſpeak to them. And this Informant ſaith, - 
That in about half an Hour after ſhe had ſo 
recovered herſelf, they, the ſaid two Men, 


carried 


(26) Mad 
carry'd her, this Informant, into a Houſe, (Which 
as ſhe, this Informant, heard from ſome. of + 
them, was about Four o'Clock in the Mori? 
ing, and which Houſe, as ſhe, this Informant, 
has fince heard and believes, is fituate at EE. 
field. Waſb, in the County of Middleſex, and is 
reputed to be a very bad and diforderly Baw- 
dy-houſe, and occupied by one - Wells, 
Widow,) and there this Informant ſaw, in the 
Kitchen, an old Gypſy Woman, and two.young 
Women; whoſe Names were unknown to this 
Informant; but the Name of one of them this 
Informant hath ſince heard, and believes is 
Virtue Hall; and ſaith,” That the ſaid old 


Gypſy Woman took hold of this Informant's 


Hand, and promiſed to give her fine Cloaths 
if ſhe would go their Way, (meaning, as this 
Informant underſtood, to become a Proſtitute,) 
which this Informant refuſing to do, ſhe, the 


ſaid old Gyply Woman, took a Knife out of. "of 


a Drawer, and cut the Lace of the Stays of her, 
this Informant,” and took the ſaid Stays away 


from her; and one of the ſaid Men took 'off _ 8 


her Cap, and''hen the ſaid two Men went away 
with it, and ſhe; this Informant, hath never 
ſince ſeen any of her Things. And this In- 
formant ſaith, That ſoon after they were gone, 
(which ſhe, this Informant, believes was about 
Five in the Morning,) ſhe, the ſaid old Gypſy 
Woman, forced her, this Informant, up an old 


Pair of Stairs, and puſhed her into a bac 


Room like a Hay-Loft, without any Furni- 
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1 
ture Whatſoever in the ſame, and thete locked 
her, this Informant, up, threatening her, this 
Informant, that if ſhe made the leaſt Noiſe or 
Diſturbance, ſhe, the ſaid old Gypſy Woman, 
would cut her Throat, and chen ſhe went away. 
And this laformant ſaith, That when it grew 
light, upon hex looking round to fee in what a 
diſmal Place ſhe was, ſhe, this Informant, diſ- 
covered a large black Jug, with the Neck 
much broken, wherein was ſome Water; and, 
upon the Floor, ſeveral Pieces of Bread, near 
in Quantity to a Quartern Loaf, and a ſmall 
Parcel of Hlay: And faith, That ſhe conti- 
nued in this Room, or Place, from the ſaid 


Tueſday Morning, the ſecond Day of Fanuary, 


until about half an Hour after Four of the 


Clock in the Afternoon of Monday the twenty- 


vinth Day of the ſame Month of January, 
thout having, or receiving, any other Suſte- 


| nance, or Provides: than the ſaid Bread and 


Water, (except a ſmall minced Pye, which ſhe, 
this Informant, had in her Pocket,) or any 
Thing to lie on, other than the ſaid Hay; and 
without any Perſon, or Perſons, coming to her, 


although ſhe often heard the Name of Mrs. 


and Mother Melis called upon, whom ſhe-un- 


derſtood was the Miſtreſs of the Houſe,” And 


this Informant faith, That on Friday, the 
twenty-fixth Day of January laſt paſt, ſhe, 
this Informant, had conſumed all the aforeſaid 
read and Water, and. continued- without ha- 
ving any Thing to eat, or . until the 
| Monday 


„ | 

Monday following, when ſhe, this Informant, 
being almoſt famiſh'd with Hunger, and ſtarv'd 
with Cold, and almoſt naked during the whole 
Time of her Confinement, about half an Hour 
after Four in the Afternoon of the ſaid twenty- 
ntnth Day of January, broke dut at a Window 
of the ſaid Room, or Place, and got to her 
Friends in London, about a Quarter after Ten 
the ſame Night, in a moſt weak, miſerable 
Condition, being very near ſtarved to Death. 
And this Informant ſaith, That ſhe ever ſince 
hath been, and now is, in a very weak and de- 
clining State and Condition of Health, and 
although all poſſible Care and Aſſiſtance is gi- 
ven to her, yet whatever ſmall Nutriment ihe, 
this Informant, is able to take, the ſame re- 
ceives no Paſſage through her, but what is 
forced by the Apothecary's Aſſiſtance and Me- 
dicines. Ss Nn 0 


Stoorn before me, The Mark oF: 
this th Day of Feb. EC: | 


1753. - Elizabeth Canning, 
H. FIELDING. M5 
Upon this Information of Elizabeib Can- 
ning, the Jultice granted his Warrant for ap- 
prehending Virtue Hall, &c. who was according» 
ly brought before him ; and, after a-long Exa- 
mination, made the following Confeſſion, which 
ſhe ſwore to, and ſigned,” +» | 


Da Middleſex. 
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| RAA d The IN TORMATION of Virtue 
Middleſex ; Hall, late f 4he Pariſh of En- 
f field, in the County of Middleſex, 
| 11 4» - Spinſter, taken upon Oa th the xgth 
| Day of Febtuary, 1754, beſore me, 
Henry Fielding, ½; one of bis 
+ 4. » Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for 
| 6% tbe Ccuniy of Middleſex. 


[| FF IH 15 Informant upon her Oath ſaith, 
| That on Tueſday the ſecond Day of, Ja- 
| nuaty laſt paſt, about Four of the Clock in the 
| Morning, a young Woman, whoſe Name this 
Informant hath ſince heard is Elizabeth Can- 
ning, was brought (without any Gown, Hat, 

l or pron on,) to the Houſe of one Suſannah 
Wells, of Enfield-Wajh, in the County afore- 
"op ſaid, Widow, by two Men, the Name of one 
of whom is Jen Squires, the reputed Son of 
| one Mary Squires, an old Gypſy Woman, who 
l then, and ſome httle Time before, had lodged 
at the Houſe of the ſaid Suſannah Wells, but 
. the Name of the other of the ſaid two Men 
| this Informant knows. not, ſhe this Informant 
never having ſeen him before or ſince to the 
beſt of her Knowledge. And this Informant 
b faith, T bat when ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth Canning 

| was brought into the Kitchen of the ſaid Mells's 

| Huuſe, there were preſent the ſaid Mary Squires, 

Fokn. Squires, the Man unknown, Katharime 

4 Squires, the reputed, Daughter of - the, ſaid 
Mary Squires, and this Informant; and this 
Informant 


gd \ 
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Informant does not retollect that any one elfe 


was in the {aid Kitchen at that Time: And 


ſaith,” That immediately upon her the ſaid Eli- 
zabtth Canning's being brought in, the ſaid 
Jehn Squires ſaid, ** Here Mother, tate th's 
* Girl, or uſed Words to that Effect; ; and 
ſhe the id Mary Szuires aſked him where they 

had brought her from; and Fohn ſaid from 
Moorfields, and told his faid Mother that they 
had taken her Gown, Apron, Hat, and Halt 
a Guinea from her, to the | beſt of this In- 
tormant's Recollection and Belief: Whereupon 
ſhe the ſaid Mary Squires took hold of the laid 
Elizabeth Canning's Hand, and aſked her if 
ſhe would go their Way, or Words to that Ef- 
fect; and upon the ſaid Elizabeth Canning's 
anfwering No, ſhe the ſaid Mary Sguires took 
a Knite-out of the Drawer of the Dreſſar in the 
Kitchen, and therewith cut the Lace of the 
ſaid Elizabeth Canning's Stays, and took the 
laid Stays away from her, and hung them on 
the Back of a Chair, and the faid Man un- 

known, took the Cap off the ſaid Elizabeth 
Camitng's Head, and then he, with the ſaid 
John Squires, went out of Doors with it. And 
this Informant ſaith, That quickly after they 
were- gone, ſhe the faid Mary Squires puſhed 
the ſaid Elizabeth Canning along the Kitchen, 

towards and up a Pair of Stalts leading into a 
large back Room, like a Hay-Loft, called the 
Work- Shop, where there was ſome Hay; and 
n ſhe the ſaid Mary Squires Was ſo puſhing 
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her the ſaid Elizabeth Canning towards the 
Stairs, ſhe the ſaick Suſannah Mills came into 
the Kitchen, and aſked the ſaid Mary Squires 
what ſhe was going to puſh the Girl up Stairs 
for, or Words to that Effect, and to the-beſt of 
this Informant's Recollection and Belief, the ſaid 
Marty Squires anſwered, “ What is that to you ? 
* Teu have no Buſineſs with it.? Whereupon 
the ſaid Suſannah Wells directly went out of 
the Kitchen into an oppoſite Room, called the 
Parlour, from whence ſhe came, as this In- 
formant believes. And this Informant faith, 
That the ſaid Mary Squires forced the faid Eli- 
abel Canning up Stairs into the ſaid Work- 
- Shop, and butroned the Door at the Bottom of 
the Stairs in the Kitchen upon her, and con- 
fined her there. And this Informant faith, 
That about two Hours after, a Quantity of 
Water, in an old broken-mouth'd large black 
Jug, was carried up the ſaid Stairs, and put 
down upon the Floor of the faid Work+Shop, 
at the Top of the Stairs, to the beſt of this In- 
formant's Recollection and Belief, And this 
Informant ſaith, That foon after the ſaid Eliza- 
beth Canning was ſo put into the ſaid Work- 
Shop, and the ſaid Suſannah Wells was re- 
turned into the Parlour, the ſaid 7h Squires 
returned again into the Kitchen, and ooh the 
Stays from off the Chair, and went away With 
the ſame, and in about an Hour's Time re- 
turned, and went into the Parlour: with the 
ſaid Suſannah Wells. He the ſaid Jobn Squires 
| , came 
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came again into the Kitchen, and then this In- 
ſormant went into the Parlour to the ſaid, S- 
/anuahb Melli, and the ſaid Su/annah Wells there 
faid to this Informant, Virtue, the.Gyp/y 
Man (meaning the. ſaid John. Squires) bas 
« been telling me that bit Mother Lad quit the 
© Girl's (meaning the ſaid | Elizabeth, Can- 
<«< ning's) Stays off ber Back, and that he has 
got tbem; and further ſaid, ** I dgſire you 
« will not make a Clack ef. it, for Fear it 
& ſhould be blawn,”* or uſed Words to that or 
the like Effet. And this Informant faith, 
That from the Time of the ſaid Elizabeth 
Canning's being ſo confined in the Morning of 
the ſaid ſecond. Day of Fanuary, in Manger as 
aforeſaid, ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth Canning was 
not miſſed, or diſcovered to have eſcaped out 
of the ſaid Work-Sliop. until Medneſday the 
-3iſt Day of the ſame Month of January, as 
thei this Informant verily believes; for that, fo 
the beſt of this Informant's Recollection and 
Belief, ſhe was the Perſon that firſt miſled. the 
ſaid Elizabeth Canning thereout. And this In- 
formant ſaith, That the . ſaid S Hells 


barboured and continued the ſaid Mary Squires 


in her aforeſaid Houſe, from the Time of the 


ſaid Mary Squires's robbing, the ſaid: Elizgheth _ 


Canning of her Stays, until 2 bur {day the firſt 
Day of; February laſt paſt, Mhen the laid S 


ſannab Wells, Sarab her Daughter, \ Mary 


Squires, Fobn Squires, his tu Siſters Katharine 
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his Wife, and this Informant, were ee 


on Account thereof, and carried before Juſtice 
ema ter - And, this Informant ſaith, That 
ee eee Sarah his Wife, to the beſt 
of this Informant's Recollection and Belief, 
have lodged in the Houſe of the ſaid Su ſannabh 
Wells about, eleven Weeks next before Monday 
the. fiith Day of February Inſtant, and layed 
on a Bed of Hay ſpread in the Kitchen at 
Night, which was in the Day-time puſhed up 


in a Corner thereof, and continued lying there, 


when at Home, until Thar/day the ſaid firtt 


Day of February; when before the ſaid Mr. 
Tyſhemaker, all, except the ſaid Suſannah Wells 
and Mary Squires, were diſcharged, and then 
that Evening the laid Fortune NVatus and Sarab 
his, Wife, laid up in the ſaid Work-Shop-where 
the faid Eliaabelh Canning had been confined ; 

ſo that, as this Informant underſtood, it might 
be pretended that they had lain in the aid 


8 Work-Shop, for all the Time they had lodged 
in the ſaid Suſannab Wells's Houſe : And ſalth, 


That on the Day on which it was diſcovered 
chat the laid Elizabeth Canning had made her 


own ſome Boards lightly; affixed.,a-eroſs 
the \W. indo w- place, the ſaid Sarah, Daughter 


race out of the ſaid Work-Shop, by,break- 


[ oh; the, ſaid; Suſannab Mells, nailed up the ſaid 
3 Waundow:-place again with Boards, ſo that the 


oa 185 dow: place might not appear to have 

e open. And laſtly, this Informant 

cath,” wore, the, this Ake eee 
with 


( 83 4 

with the ſaid Sſannab Hells ubout a Quarter 

of ua Lear laſt paſt, and well Knows that the 
laid Suſunna h Mell, during that Iime, R 


kept à very notorious ill governed and dif- 


derly Houſe; and his had tfie Character f do- 


ing ſo for many Years paſt; and that the ſaid 


Suſannab Wells well knew and was privy to 
the Confinement of the ſaid Elizabeth Can- 
| J K > Ne 


ning 


A i 1 

Sworn before me, „ eee 
this 14th Day of Virtue X. Hall. 
February, 1753- Mark. 


H. FIELDING. 


» * 4 $ 


Mr. Fielding, ſpeaking of the Information 
of Viriue Hall, tells all that paſſed previous to 


it in theſe Words: 


„ 


Virtue Hall was in my Houſe above an 


Hour or more before I was at Leifure to ſee 


Sher 3 during which Time, and before 1 


had ever ſeen Virtue Hall, I was informed, 
„ that ſhe would confeſs the whole Matter. 
When ſhe came before me, ſhe appeared in 
Tears, and ſeemed all over in a tremblin 
Condition; upon which 'T'endeavoured t 


**:ſoothe and comfort her: The Words I firſt 


„ ſpoke to het, as well as L can tethiertiber, 
Were theſe ; Child, you' net no wht Dis 
r Frar and Apprebenſibu „ if you w1 "Zell "tes 
«+ che nohdle Truth of ibi Afuir, I give von 
ray od 1 | | ; ee my 
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632 
his Wife, and this Informant, were apprehended 
cgount thereof, and carried before Juſtice 
Tg And, this Informant ſaith, That 
 Fartune. Naas, and Sarah his Wife, to the beſt 
of this Informant's Recollection and Belief, 
haye lodged in the Houſe of the ſaid Su/anrab 
Wells about, eleven Weeks next before Monday 
the. filth Day of February Inſtant, and layed 
on a Bed of Hay ſpread in the Nen at 
Night, which was in the Day: time puſhed up 
in a Corner thereof, and continued lying there, 
when at Home, until Thar/day the ſaid firſt 
Day of February ; When before the ſaid Mr. 
Tyſhemaker, all, except the ſaid Suſannah Wells 
and Mary Squires, were dilcharged, and then 
that Evening the laid Fortune Natus and Sarah 
his, Wife, laid up in the ſaid Work-Shop-where 
the ſaid Ellaabelh Canning had been confined ; 
ſo that, as this Informant underſtood, it mn ight 
be pretended that they had lain in the ſaid 
Work: Shop for all the Time they had lodged 


in the ſaid Suſannah Wells's Houle : Andſaith, 


That on the Day on which it was diſcovered 
chat the ſaid Elizabeth Canning had made her 
Eſcape out of the ſaid Work- Shop, by break - 
ing wor {ome Boards lightly affixed a- eroſs 
the Windqw-place,; the ſaid Sarah, Daughter 
of the. ſad Suſennah Wells, nailed up the ſaid 
WI inclow⸗ place again with Boards, {o that the 

ſaid Wigdow- place might not appear to have 
been WA. open. And laſtly, this Informant 
$ ſaith, That ſhe, this Informant, bath lived 


with 


($3 
with the (aid Suſannab Wells about a Quarter 
of a Lear laſt paſt, and well knows that the 
laid Suſarnah Mills, during that Time,” Rath 
kept 'a very notorious ill governed and difor- 
derly Houſe; and has had the Character of do- 
ing ſo for many Years paſt ; and that the ſaid 
Suſannah Wells well knew and was privy to 


the Confinement of the ſaid Elizabeth Can- 
ning. 


Sworn before me, | „ 
4 14th Day of Virtue X Hall. 
February, 1733. Mar. 


H. FIELDING. 


Mr. Fielding, ſpeaking of the Information - 
of Virtue Hall, tells all that paſſed previous to | 


it in theſe Words : 


* Virtue Hall was in my Houſe above an 
Hour or more before I was at Leifure to fee 
herz; during which Time, and before 1 
had ever ſeen Virtue Hall, I was' informed, 
that ſhe would confeſs the Whole Matter. 
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Tears, and ſeemed all over in a trembling 
40 


Condition; upon which T endeavoured to 
* ſoothe and comfort her: The Words T firſt 
ſpoke to her, as well as I can remember, 
were theſe; Child, you need not he under rDts 
Fear and Apprehen/ tom, if you will tell us 

" me udo Truth of this Afair, I give you 


6% my 
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When ſhe came before me, ſhe appeared in 
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( 34 ) 
% Word and Honour, as far as it is in my 
C Phe, 60 protect you ; you ſhall come ig u 
© Munier of Harm. She anſwered, that ſhe 
would tell the whole Truth, but deſired to 
© Hhive ſome Time given her to recover from 
* her Fright; upon this, I ordered a Chair 
to be brought her, and defired her to it 
** down, and then after ſome Minutes began to 
© examine her; which I continued doing, in 
** the ſofteſt Language and kindeſt Manner ! 
% was able, for a conſiderable Time, till the 
* had been guilty of ſo many Prevarications 
© and Contradictions, that I told her I would 
examine her no longer, but would commit 
<< het to Priſon, and leave her to ſtand or fall 
* by the Evidence againſt her, and at the ſame 
Time adviſed Mr. Salt to profecute her as a 
Felon, together with the Gypſy Woman: 
** Upon this, ſhe begged I ia hear her once 
* more, and ſaid that ſhe would tell the whole 
„Truth, and accounted for her Unwilling- 
* neſs to do it, from the Fears of the Gypſy 
* Woman and #/2/1s. I then aſked her a fc 
* Queſtions, which ſhe anſwered with more 
* Appearance of Truth than ſhe had donc 
before; after which, I recommended to Mr. 
galt, to'go with her and take ber Informa- 
tion in“ Writing; and at her parting from 
me, I bid her be a good Girl, and be ſure to 
| « ſay... neither more nor leſs than the whott 
Truth. Doring this whole Time, there 
3 were no leſa than ten or a dozen Perſons of 
25 Credit 


(35 7 | 

“ Credit preſent, who will, I ſuppoſe, teſtify ß 
* the Truth of this whole Tranſaction, as it 
is here related. Virtue Hall then went from q 1 
* nme, and returned in about two Hours, wen 
* the before - mentioned Information, which 
was, as ſhe: ſaid, taken from her Mouth, 


* was read over to her, and ſigned with her 
„% Mark.” 


The next Day an Advertiſement appeared in 
the News Papers, offering a Reward of ten 
Pounds for taking of 7% Squires, the Gyp= 
ſy's Son, and ten Pounds for taking his Ac- 1 
complice. Nothing very material happened 
in the Affair after this, (except that the Gypſy | I 
engaged an Attorney to undertake her Cauſe, 

and ſubpœna ſeveral Witneſſes in her Behalf) 1 | 
till the Seſſions at the Old Bailey, which begaen 
on Wedneſday the 2a iſt of February, 17833. 
where the Gypſy and Mother Wells were in- 
dicted. What paſſed there, according to the 14 
Seſſions Paper, was as follows, the Subſtance ß 
„hich was read in Court at the late Trial: 

. 

% Mary Squires, Widow, and Suſannab 
Wells, were indicted; the firſt for that ſhe, 
on the ſecond Day of Januam, in the Pwel- 
ling-Houfe of SHYWꝰ]¾ nah Wells, ' Widow, en 
Elizabeth Canning, Spinſter, did make an- Aſ- 
ſault, putting her, the ſaid A/izabeih; Canning, 
in corporal Fear and Danger of her Eife, one 
Pair of Stays, Value 10 s. the Froperty ot a. 
WIS, {al 
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ſaid:Elizabeth, | from her Perſon in the Dwel- 
ling-Houſe did ſteal, take, and carry away. 
And the latter for that ſhe, well knowing 
that ſhe, the ſuid Mary Squires, to have done 
and / committed the laid Felony aforeſaid on the 
ſecond of January, her the ſaid Mary did then 
and there teloniouſly receive, zarbour, comfort, 
conceal, and maintain, againſt his Majeſty's 
Peace, and againſt the Ferm of the Statute. 


Elizabeth Canning. I had been to Salipetre 
Bank to fee an Uncle and Aunt; his Name is 
Thomas Collay: I ſet out from Home about 
Two in the Afternoon, and ſtaid there till 
about Nine at Night on the firſt of January: 
Then my Uncle and Aunt came with me as 
far as Aldgate, where we parted ; I was then 
alone, fo came down Hounſdibeb and over Moor- 
Feld by Bedlam Wall; there two luſty Men, 
both in Great Coats, laid hold of me, one on 
each Side ; they laid nothing to me at firſt, but 
took Half a Guinea in a little Box out of my 
Pocket, and three Shillings that were lobie. 

+24; Which Man took that? 
E Canning. Ihe Man on my Right Hand, 
They took iny Gown, Apron, and Hat, and 
folded them vp and put them into a Great 
Coat Pocket. I ſcreamed out; then the Mag. 
that took my Gown put a Handkerchiet, or 


ſome ſuch Thingy to my Mouth. 


2. Were there any Perſons walking near 
you at that Time ? 
E. Canning. 


— \\\\ 


("BE 

E. Canning, I ſaw no Body. They then 
tied my Hands behind me; after hith one 
of them gave me a Blow an' the Temple; and 
ſaid; D- you, you B--+-h, eld ut yon 
by and by. I having been ſubject to Convul- 
ion Fits theſe tour Years, this Blow ſtunned 
me, and threw me directly into a Pit. 6 

9, Are theſe Fits attended with a Strug- 
gling ? 

Z. Canning. I don't know that. 

2. What happened afterwards? 

E. Canning. The firſt Thing that I remem- 
ber after this was, I found myſelf by a large 
Road, where was Water, with the two Men 
that robbed me. / 

9. Had you any Diſcourſe with them? 

E. Canning. | had none; they cook mc to 
the Priſoner Wells's Houle. 


Q About what Time do you think it might 
be ? 


E. Canning. As near as I can think, it Was 


about Four o'Clock in the Morning; Thad 


recovercU from my Fit about half an Hour 
before I came to the Houſe, They lugged me 
along, and faid, You b----b, why don't you 
walk faſten? One had hold of my Right 


Arm, and the other on the Left, and to Pata | 


me along. 


Q. Can you form any Judgement in what 
Manner you was conveyed to the Place. before | 


you recovered of your Fit? 
. Conning. 


- „ 
8 


— ——— — — 


—— A TR - 


— 


— 4 - 
2 3 ——— — 


323 nt —_—_ 


a—_7 2 OS 
TT” — * 1 
— 


wad . eee 


— ——— — 


— — 


e SS 


—ͤ—ä—ß — .—A⅛⸗³Üm ——2—ͤ—— — 


* — — ——— 
— — 


—— 


r 


( 38 ) 

E. Canning. I think they dragged me along 
by my Petticoats, they being ſo dirty. 

When you. came to Well;'s OE Was 
it Day: -light'? 

E. Ca mg. No, it was not; I think it was 
Diy-light in about three Hours, or better, after 
I was there, which is the Reaſon I believe I 
was Carried in about Four o' Clock. 

Q. When you was carried in, what did you 
{ce there? 

E. Canning. I ſaw the Gypſy Woman en 
who was ſitting in a Chair, and two young 
Women in the ſame Room; Virtue Hall, the 
Evidence, was one; they were ſtanding againſt 
a Dreſſer. 

Q. Pid you ſee the Priſoner Wells there? 

E. n. No, I did not. As ſoon 28 J 
was brought in, Mary Squires took me by the 
Hand, and aſked me if I choſe to go their 
May, ſaying, if I did, I ſhould have fine 
 Cloaths; I ſaid, No. 

Q. Did ſhe explain to you what ſhe meant 
by going their Way ? 

E. Canning. No, Sir. Then ſhe went and 
took a Knife out of a Dreſſer Drawer, and cut 
the Lace off my Stays, and took them from 


me. 


Q. Had N at that Time, any Apprehen- 
ſions of Dange | Fas 
| E. a p oat ht ſhe was going to cut 
2 " aa when J ſaw her take the Knife. 
x : * Did 


6.0. 

Q; Did you ſee the Ay Wells.a ai that 
Time? | 1561 

ZE. Canning. No, i did not. ne 

Q. Was any Thing elſe taken from you? 

E, Canning.. There was not then, but Squires 
looked at my Petticoat, and ſaid, Hare, 5% 
B---h, you may keep that, or, I give you 
that, it is not werth much; and gave me a 
Slap on the Face. 

Q. Had ſhe the Petticoat in her Hand? 

E. Canning. No, it was on me. After that, 
he puſhed me up Stairs from out of the 
Kitchen, where we were, 

Q. Deſcribe the Kitchen, 

E. Canning. The Kitchen was at the Right 
Hand going in at the Door, and the Stairs are 
near the Fire. 

Q How many Steps to them ? 

Z. Canning. There are four or five of them, 

Q. What did they call the Name of the 
Place where they put you in? 

E. Canning. They call it the Hay-Loſt. 
The Room Door was ſhut as ſoon as I was put 
in. 

Q. Was it faſtened ? - 1 

E. Canning, I don't know that; it was at 
the Bettom of the Stairs in the Kitchen, After 
ſhe ſhut the Door, ſhe ſaid, if ever ſhe heard 
me ſtir or move, or any ſuch Thing, ſhe? q cut 
my Throat. 

Q. Did you. ſee any Thing brought up to 
eat Or drink? 


bbs 
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E. Canning. 


3 — W — — 
— — — —— 


— 


— 
2 * — 2, A. 
N — 


(40 ) 

E. Canning. I ſaw nothing brought up. 
When Day-light appear'd, I could tee about 
the Room ; there was a Fire-place and a Grate 
in it, no Bed nor Bedſtead, nothing but Hay 


to lie upon; there was a black Pitcher, not 


quite full of Water, and about twenty-four 
Pieces of Bread, (a Pitcher produc'd in Court) 
this is the Pitcher, which was full to near the 
Neck. 

Q. How much in Quantity do you think 
theſe twenty-four Pieces of Biead might be ? 

E. Canning, I believe about a- Quarteriz 
Loaf. 

Q. Had you nothing elſe to ſubſiſt on? 

E. Canning. I had in my Pocket a Penny 
Mince Pye, which I bought that Day to cat. y 


Home to iny Brother. 


Q. How long did you continue in th.. 
Room ? 


E. Canning. A Month by the Weeks, #'l 


but a few Hours. 


Q. What do you mean by a Month by th. 
Weeks ? 


E. Canning. 1 mean a four Weeks Month. 
Q. Did any OO come to you in the Roc 


during that Time? 


E. Canning. No, Sir, no Body at all. On 
the Wedneſday before I came away, I ſaw ſome 


Body look through the Crack of che Door, but 


don't know who it was. 
Q. Did you, eng the Time you was in 
this 
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this Confinement, make any Attempts to come 


down Stairs, or make your Eſcape * 

Z. Canning. No, Sir, I did not till the Tim: 

got OUT, | 

Q. Had you any Thing to ſubſiſt on during 
the Time, beſides the Pieces of Bread, Penay 
Pye, and Pitcher of Water ? 

E. Canning. No, I had not. 

Q. At what Time did you get our? . 

E. Canning. I got out about Four o'Clock 
in the Afternoon on a Monday, after I had been 


confined there four Weeks, all but a few Hours. 


Q. How did you get out? 

E. Canning. I broke down a Board that was 
nailed up at the Inſide of a Window, and got 
ont there. 

. How high wos the Window ſrom the 
round? 

E. Canning. (She deſcribed it by the Height 
of a Place in the Seſltions-Hloule, which was 
ont eight or ten Feet high.) Firſt I got my 
lead out, and kept faſt hold by the Wall and 
got my Body out; after that 1 turned myſ. lf 

Hund ard jumped into a little narrow Flace by 
Lane with a Field behind it. 

Q. Did not the Jump hurt you ? 

F. Canning. No, it was ſoft Gay Ground. 

2. Was it light then? 

E. Canning. It was. 

Q. What did you do for Cloathing? 

E. Canning. I tock an old Sort of a Bed 
Gown and a Handkerchief that were in this 
N E Hay- Loft, 


— 3 — 
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C) 
Tay, Loft, and lay in a Grate in the Chimney. 
(Preda in Court.) I made my Ear bleed at 
getting out; the Handkerchief I tied over 
my Head inſtcad of a Cap, it was very bloody. 
Q. Dig you fee any Body when you jumpe. 
our at the Window ? 
E. Canning. No, no Body at all; then! 
went on the Backſide the Houſe up a Lan 
and croſſed a little Brook, and over two Fields, 
as I think, but I did not take Notice how tan 
Fields; the Path-Way brought me by th: 
Road ſide. Then] went by the Road ſtrait © 
Lendon. 9 7 
Q. Did you know the Way? 
E. Canning. I did not. 
Q. Did you call at any Houſe? ä 
E. C. No, I did not: It ſtruck Ten o' Clock 
juſt as I came over Moorfields. I got Home 
about a Quarter after to my Mother's Houlc 
in Aldefmanbury. 
Q. Did you acquaint any Body with your 
Mistortune coming along? 
E. Canning. No, I did not. 
Q. Who did you meet with firſt ? 
E. Canning. I met with the Apprentice fit; 
then I ſaw my Mother and the Children, She 
went into a Fit directly. 10 
Q. Did you give an Account to any Body 
how you had been treated ? he 
E. Canning. Yes, I did to Mrs. Wood wars. 
who came to ſee me, that I had lived on Ercac! 
nd Water. She was ſo affrighted, ſhe cou! 
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not aſk me many Queſtions then : Then Mr. 
Wintlebury came in, with whom I lived Ser- 
vant before I went to live with Mr. Lyon; he 
took me by my Hand, and aſked me where I 
had, been; I ſaid, Sir, in the Herttordſhige Road; 
he ſaid, Ber, How do you know: that ? I ſaid, 
Becauſe I [aw my Miftreſs's Coochinan £9 by, 
which ſhe uſed to goin intatheCountry into Hert- 
fordſhire, (hat was Mrs. Wintlebury, ) 7krew 
the Coach, becauſe, I uſed to carry Things 10 it, 
and fetch then: back again. | 
Q. Was you aſked any Queſtions about the 
Room or Jug that Night, and what you had to 
ſubſiſt on? | 

E. Canning. Yes, there were many People 
came in, and I told them I had a Jug which 


was not quite full of Water; they aſked me 


how much, and I ſaid I believe better than a 


Gallon of it ; they aſked me allo how 1 got 


out, and I ſaid I broke out of the Window, 


and had torn my Ear in getting out, which, 


bled all the Way coming Home. 


Q. What Things did you obſerve in this 


Hay: e 
E. Canning. There was a Barrel, a Saddle, a 
Baion, and a Tobacco Mould. 


Mould : ? 


E. Canning. I mean ſuch a Thing that they: 


4 up Pennyworths of Tobacco with. 


Croſs-Examination. 


What do you mean by a Tobacco. 
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Pow de 


75 - Examination. 


| How long bande theſe two Men conti- 
| nue en in Moorfields ? | 
1 E. Canning. About half an Hour. 
, dA. Did any Body paſs by at the Time? 

E. Canning. No Body at all. 

Qt. Was this Box, that contained your Hall 
Guinea, taken out of your Pocket ? 

ZZ. Canning. Yes, Sir, it was. 
| & Had you any Thing elſe in your Pocket? 
| E. Canning. I had a Pocket Handkerchict 
with a Pye init, which I did not loſe. 
q 1 Q. Was there any Light near this Place 
| where you was firſt attacked ? 

E. Canning. There was a Lamp. 

Q. Have you recollected how long you lay 
in this Fit before you came to yourſelf? 

E. Canning. I cannot be ſure, but it was 
about half an Hour before J arrived in Wells's 
Houle. 

During the Time of your firſt being at- 
tacked, whether you had any Degree of Senſe 
at all? 

L. Canning. Not till half an Hour before ] 
came to that Houle, 

| Had you Senſe enough of any Sort to 
know by what Means you was conducted ? 

E. Canning. I think they dragged me alòng 
by: my Pe ruicoats, they were made ſo dirty, but 
I was not ſenſible. 


Q Was 


( 45 ) 
Q. Was you in any Surprize when ſhe took 
your Stays ? 
E. Canning. I was in a great Surprize, and 


all of a Tremble. ano 011 
o. Then how can you tell WR via chere 
at the Time ? 12 


E. Canning. The Terror made me lock about 
me to ſce what Company was there. | 

* How long did the two Men ſtay in the 
Room ? 

E. Canning. They ſtaid no longer than till 
they ſaw my Stays cut off, then they went wand 


before I was put up in the Loft. ) 

Q Did not you make an Attempt᷑ to get out 
before that Monday you talk. of ? e 

E. Canning. | did not. 5 Ml 


Q How came you not to make an Ancwpt 
belore ? 

E. Canning. Becauſe I thought they might 
let me out; it never came into my Head” ill 
that Morning. 

Q. Where was you Grting when you. ſaw 
ſome Body peep through the Crack 0¹ the 
Door ? 

E. Canning. I was walking along has Room. 

Q. How wide was this Crack ? 


E. Canning. It was about a quarter of an 


Inch wide. 


Did not you, in the whole twenty- -ſeven 


Days, perceive where you was? 


E. Canning. I did in about a Week. aber, 


by n the Coach go by. 


Q Was 
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. Was hot you extream weak? 

E. Canning. I was pretty weak. 

Q. Was you ever that Way before? 
E. Canning: No, I never was. 

Did nor you paſs many Houſes in your 
* ay Home:? 

E. Canning. I did, and aſked my Way of 
People on the Road. 

How came you, being in that deplorable 
Condition, not to go into ſome Houle and re- 
late the Hardſhips you had gone through? 

E. Canning. I thought, if 1 did, may be 1 
might meet ſome Body belonging tothat Houlz. 

Q. Did you fee the Priſoner Wells while you 
was in that Confinement ? 

E. Canning. I never ſaw her in the Houſe 
at all 'tHl I went down afterwards, 

Q Had you any of your 'Fits while in that 
Room ? 

E. Canning. I had not, but was fainting and 
get 
© quires. I never ſaw that Witneſs in my 
Lite-time, till chis Day three Weeks. 

Q. How was the Priſoner ae dreſſod 
when you was carried in? 

E. Canning. She was ſitting in ow 3 
with a Handkerchief about her Head. . 

Q. Did you never, during all the Time, try 
if the Door was faſtened or not? 

E. Canning. I did once puſh againſt. ir with 
my Hand, and found it faſt. ty 

| 0 Had 
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Had you uſed to hear any Body in the 
Kitchen ? 

E. Canning. I heard People ſometimes blow- 
ing the Fire, and paſſing in and out. There 
was another Room in which 1 heard a Noiſe at 
Nights, but the Houſe was very qt” in, the 
Iay-time. wy 

d. Did you eat all your PR ? 

E. Canning. I eat it all on the Friday bafork 
I got out; it was quite hard, and I ied to foak 
it in the Water. 

a When did you drink all your 3 

E. Canning. I drank all that about halt an 
Hour before I got out of the Room. 

(Upon being aſked where ſhe did her Occa- 

ſions while in the Room, ſhe anſwered, 
ſhe never had had any Stool while in 
Confinement, ſhe had only made Wage) 


Virtue Hall. I know the two Panera at he 
Bar; Wells lived at Enfie!d-IWaſb; I went and 
lived there as a Lodger. Mary Squires lived in 
the Houſe, and had been there about leven or 
eight Weeks. 

. How long before E. Conning was brought 
in ? 

J. Hall. About a Fortnight before, which 
was on the {econd of January, about; Four in 
the Morning; ſhe was brought in there by 
two Men; Jehn Squires was one of them, he 
is Son to Mary Squires, the other Man I don't 
know any Thing of, I never faw him before. 

Q How 
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q. How was ſhe dreſſed when brought in? 
V. Hall. She had no Gown on, or Hat o. 
1 Apron. | 
fl! Q. Who was in the Houſe at the Time ? 
i V. Hall. There was I and Mary Squires, thc 
Priſoner and her Daughter; the Gypſy Man 
W' aid, Mother, I have brought you a Girl, do you 
take ber; then ſhe aſked E. Canning whether 
ſhe would go her Way. 
Q. What did ſhe mean by that ? 
V. Hall. She meant for her to turn Whore, 
bur ſhe would not. | 
Q. Do you mention this by Way of Expla- 
tion, or as Words as ſhe ſaid ? | 
V. Hall. As Words as ſhe ſaid: Then Mary 
Squires took a Knife out of a Dreſſer Drawer 
in the Kitchen, and ripped the Lace off her 
Stays, and pulled them off, and hung them on 
the Zack of a Chair in the Kitchen, and puſh 
her up into the Room, and ſaid, D- hen, 
go up there then, if yeu pleaſe ; then the Man 
that came in with the Gyply's Son, took the 
Cap off. Elizabeth Canning's Head, and went 
out of Doors with it; the Gypſy Man, John 
Squires, took. the Stays off the Chair, and went 
Li. out with them. 
| d. Where was E/izabeth Canning, when the 
| |! two Men took away the Things? 
| V. Hall. She was then up in the Room. 
| Q. Had you ever been in that Room ? 
V. Hall. I had, before ſhe was brought there, 
||; feyeral Times. ; | 
| ' Q. What 
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Q. What was the Name they called it by ? 
V. Hall. They called it by the Name of 
the Work-Shop; there was a great deal of 


Hay in it; they only put Lumber in it; there 


was a great many Pieces of Wood, a Tobacco 
Mould, and this black Jug : About three 
Hours after the young Woman was put up, 
Mary Squires filled the Jug with Water, and 
carried it up. | 

2. How do you know it was three Hours 
after? 

J. Hall. Then it began to be lightiſh. 

2. Did you hear any Talk between them 
after ſhe was in the Room? 

V. Hall. They took Care I ſhould know 
hut little. 

©. Has Suſannah Wells a Huſband? 

V. Hall. No, ſhe has not; when 1 went out 
of the Kitchen, I went into the Parlour z Vll 
aid, VIX TE HALL, ihe Gypſy Man came in 
and told me that his Mother had cut the Slays 
off the young Woman's Back, and he had got them; 


and ſhe bid me not to ſay any Thing to make 


Clack of it, fearing it ſhould be known. 

9. How long was you in that Houſe ? 

N. Hall. J was there a quarter of a Year in 
all, if not more ; I was there the whole Time 
Elizabeth Canning was there, but I never ſaw 
her once after ſhe was pur up into that Room ; 
J was the firlt that miſſed her; 1 aſked the 
Gyply Woman once, whether that Girl was 
gone; ſhe anſwered, bat is that to you, you 


F have 


—ůůů ů mew 


1" we 

d. How was ſhe dreſſed when brought in? 

V. Hall. She had no Gown on, or Hat or 
Apron. 

Q. Who was in 4 Houſe at the Time? 
V. Hall. There was | and Mary Squires, the 
Priſoner and her Daughter ; the Gypſy Man 
ſaid, Mother, I have brought you a Girl, do you 
take ber; then ſhe aſked E. Canning whether 
ſhe would go her Way. 

Q. What did ſhe mean by that? | 

V. Hall. She meant for her to turn Whore, 
but ſhe would not. 

Q. Do you mention this by Way of Expla- 
tion, or as Words as ſhe ſaid? 

V. Hall. As Words as ſhe ſaid : Then Mary 
' Squires took a Knife out of a Dreſſer Drawer 
in the Kitchen, and ripped the Lace off her 
Stays, and pulled them off, and hung them on 
the Zack of a Chair in the Kitchen, and puſh'd 
her up into the Room, and ſaid, D. goa, 
go up there then, if you pleaſe ; then the Man 
that came in with the Gyply's Son, took the 
Cap off Elizabeth Canning's Head, and went 
out of Doors with it; the Gypſy Man, Jobs 
Squires, took the Stays off the 1 hair, and went 


. out with them. 


. Where was Elizabeth Canning, when the 


two Men took away the Things? 


V. Hall. She was then up in the Room. 
Q. Had you ever been in that Room? 


V. Hall. I had, before ſhe was e Fs x 
ſeveral RIES 


Q. What 


. 
Q. What was the Name they called i it 1 MY 
V. Hall. They. called it by the Name of 
the Work-Shop; there was a great deal of 
Hay in it; they only put Lumber in it; there 


was a great many Pieces of Wood, a Tobaceo 4 


Mould, and this black Jug: About three 
Hours after the young Woman was put up, 


Mary Squires filled the Jug with Water, and | | 


carried it up. 


2. How do you know it was three Hours 
afcer ? | 


V. Hall. Then it began to be lightich. 


2. Did you hear any Talk between * 
after ſhe was in the Room? 


V. Hall. They took Care I ſhould know by | 


bur little. 

2. Has Suſannah Wells a Huſband ?. , 

J. Hall. No, ſhe has not; when I went out 
of the Kitchen, I went into the Parlour Wells 
ſaid, VIX TUE HALL, tbe Gypſy Man. came in 
and told me that his Mother had cut the Stays 
off the young Woman's Back, and he bad got them; 
and ſhe bid me not to ſay any Thing to make 
a Clack of it, fearing it ſhould be known. 

9. How long was you in that Houſe Ek 

V. Hall. I was there a quarter of a Year i in 
all, if not more; I was there the whole Time 


Elizabeth Canning was there, but I never ſaw _ 17 


her once after ſhe was put up into that Room; 
vas the firlt that miſſed her; I aſked the 


Gyply Woman once, whether that Girl was ir | 


gone; ſhe anſwered, I bat is that to you, you 


F have 
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bade no Buſineſs with it; but JI dutſt not go 


to ſee if ſhe was gone; if J had, very likely 
6 would have ſerved me fo, 


Did you ever ſee the other Man after 
that wy Cold 7 


2 Hall. No, I never did. 


Who lodged i in the Houſe at the Time 
ds ? 


J. Hall. There was Fortunatus did. 


9. Did Mary Squires continue in the Houſe | 
long, after this ? 


V. Hall. She did, till we were all taken up, 


Which was, I think, on the Thur/day after the 
young Woman was gone. 


9. What was you in that Houſe ? 

V. Hall. I went there as a Lodger, but I was 
forced to do as they would have me. 
Q. from Mary Squires. What Day was it 
that the young Woman was robbed ? 

Court. She ſays on the Morning of the ſe- 
cond of Fanuary. 

Q. Squires. I return Thanks for telling me, 
for I am as innocent as the Child unborn. 

Q. from Wells, How long were theſe Peo- 

ple (meaning the Gypſies) at my Houle in all, 


| — firſt to laſt ? 


L. Hall. They were there ſix or eum Weel:s 
imall; they had: been there about a Fortnight 
before the young Woman was brought in, 

9. Did you ever lee this IP or Bed-Gown 
belore 7 


' Hal. 


1 

V. Hall. Not to my Knowledge. 5 
Thomas Colley. 1 am E. Canning's Uncle; I 
live at Saltpetre-Bank': On the New- Year's 
Day ſhe dined and ſupped at my Houle, and 
went away about Nine in the Evening, as near 
as J can gueſs; I and my Wife went along 
with her to Hounſditeh, almoſt to the Blue-Ball, 
there we parted with her, about a quarter or 
very near half an Hour after Nine o'Clock. 

Q. How was ſhe cloathed ? 

Colley. She had a Gown, Hat, and white 
Apron on. 

EL1zaneTa Canninc. Elizabeth Canning, 
that has given her Evidence, is my Daughter; 
after ſhe was miſſing from New-Year's Day, I 
advertiſed: her three Times; ſhe came back on 
the Day before King Charles's Martyrdom, 
about a quarter after Ten o'Clock' at Night; 
ſhe had nothing but this ragged Bed-Gown and 
a Cap; I fell into a Fit directly; my Daugh- 
ter is ſubject to Fits; there was a Garret 
Cieling fell in upon her Head, which firſt occa- 
ſioned them; and at Times, when any Body 
ſ {peaks haſtily to her, or on any Surprize, ſhe 
is very liable to fall in one; ſhe has ſometimes 
continued in one ſeven or eight Hours, ſome- 
times three or four; ſhe is not ſenſible during 
the Time ſhe is in one, no more than 'new 
born Babe: When I came to l hy 
Daughter was talking to Mrs. Hoodtorrd My 
Mr. Vintlebury; they aſked her where ſhe had 
ey ſhe ſaid on the Hertfordſhire Road, which + 

; 2 the 
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ſhe knew by ſeeing a Coach going by; ſhe 
gave th? ſame Account ſhe has here. When 
ſhe came into her warm Bed, ſhe was very ſick, 
and had no free Paſſage through her for Stool 
or Urine, till ſhe was ſupplied with Glyſters 
for ſeven Days after ſhe came Home, but what 
was forced by half a Cup full at a Time. 

Jobn Winilebury. I ſaw Elizabeth Canning 
the Night ſhe came Home ; ſhe appeared in a 
very bad Condition, and had this dirty Bed- 
Gown and Cap on. Hearing ſhe was come 
Home, I went to her Mother's Houſe, and 
faid, Br, Hcw do you do ? She ſaid, I am very 
bad. Said I, Where bave you been? She ſaid 
ſhe had been ſurnewhere on the Hertfordſhire 
Road, becaule ſhe had ſeen the Hertfordſbire 
Coach go backwards and forwards. 


. Have you heard the Evidence ſhe has 

ziven here in Court ? | 

 Wintiebury. J have; ſhe gave the fame Ac- 
count that N ight, but not quite ſo fully that 
Night as ſhe did before the ſitting Alderman, 
on the V edneſday after, but all agrees with what 
ſhe has faid here; I found her in a great Flur- 
ry, ſo did not aſk her many Queſtions that 
Night. 

Joſeph Adamſon. I have known Elizabeth 
Canning the younger ſome Years ; I never ſaw 
her after ſhe came Home, till the Day we went 
down to take the People up; I and ſeveral 
Neighbours of us agreed to, go to the Place, 
ſome on Horfeback "and ſome in the Coach 


with 
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with E. Canning; I was down about an Hour, 
or an'Hour and half, before the Coach came, 
and had ſecured all the People we found there ; 
1 ſeeing the Room before ſhe was brought in, 
thought ſhe. was capable of giving ſome Ac- 

count of it; I returned to meet her, and aſk*d 
her about it; ſhe deſcribed the Room with 
ſome Hay in it, a Chimney-place.in the Cor- 
ner of it, an odd Sort of an empty Room; I 
went with her to the Houſe, and carried her out 
»f the Chaiſe into the Kitchen, and ſet her on 
[he Dreſſer, and ordered all the People to be 
brought to her, to ſee if ſhe knew any of them; 
ihe was then very weak; I took her in my 
Arms like a Child : Upon ſeeing Mary Squires, 
the ſaid, That is the Woman that cut my Stays. 
F, and threatened to cut my Throat if I made 
a Noiſe. 


Q. Did any of the People ſeem unwilling to 
be inſpected ? 

Adamſon.” Yes, they were very unwilling to 
be ſtopped, when we went down in the Morn- 
ing, particularly Mary Squires : After the Girl 
ad ſaid this of Squires, Squires ſaid to her, ſhe, 
hoped ſhe would not ſwear her Life away, for 
ihe never ſaw; her before: E. Canning pointed 
to Virtue Hall, and ſaid, That young Woman 
was in the Kitchen when I was brought in; ne 
pointed alſo to another young, Woman, and 
aid, She was there at ibe Time. Then we car- 

ed her up to examine the Houſe ; ſhe faid, 
none of the Rooms ſhe had ſeen, ae the Room 


he. „„ 
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in which ſhe was confined : Then I 'aſked' if 
there were any other Rooms; they ſaid, Yes, 
out of the Kitchen, (J had before been in it, but 
did not fay ſo then, becauſe I had a Mind to ſee 
if ſhe knew it;) we had her up into it; ſhe 
ſaid, This is the ſame Reom in which I was, but 
here is more Hay in it than there was then ; 1 
laid my Hand upon it, and ſaid, It has lately 
been ſhook up; it lay hollow : She was then 
pretty near a Caſement; ſaid I, If you have 
been ſo long in this Room, doubtleſs you are able 
to ſay what is to be ſeen out here : She deſorib'd 
a Hill at a Diſtance, which is Chinkfcrd-Hill , 
I believe ſhe could not ſee it at the Time ſhe 
ſpoke about it, for I was between her and the 
Calement, with my Back towards the Caſe- 
ment; ſhe alſo ſaid there were ſome Houſes 
on the other Side the Lane; then I opened the 
Caſement, we looked, and it was as ſhe had de- 
ſcribed : I aſked whe was the Window ſhe 
broke out of; ſhe ſhew'd it us, (there were 
ſome Boards nailed up againſt it,) and ſaid, 
T bat is the Window Tuſed to ſee the Coach go by 
at; then we pulled down the Board, it was big 

enough for me to have got out of it, it appear'd 
to me to be the fame Window before ſhe came 
to the Houſe, for I ſaw ſome of the Plaiſter 
broke off on the Out- fide ; that Window was 
one Story high. 

Euuard Lyon. The young Woman lived 
Servant with me till ſhe was miſſing ; I live in 
Aldermanbury, 1 was one of the Perſons that 

went 
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went down to Wells's Houſe, I. went after the 
reſt of the Gentlemen on the firſt of February, 
we were there ſome Time before ſhe came, and 
had taken the People up; when ſhe came, ſhe 
was Carried into the 42 and ſet on the 
Dreſſer, and the People ſat all round her; I 
ſaid to her, Ber, don't be frightened or uneaſy, 
you ſee your Friends about you, and on the other 
[land don't be too ſure, without you really can 


ſcotar to what you. ſay, therefore be very care- 


ful: She pitched upon Mary Squires to be the 
Perſon that cut her Stays off ; ſhe pitched upon 
a young Woman that was ſaid to be Daughter 
o Mary Squires, and ſaid ſhe was in the Kitchen 


at the Time, and likewiſe Virtue Hall, but uy. 


they did nothing to her; this black Jug 
brought down, a Baſon, and the T 3 


Mould; ſhe ſaid they were both in the Room 
Where me was conſined; ſhe had deſcribed this 


Tug before, and ſaid it was broken at the 
Mouth, as it now appears to be. 


Robert Scarrat. I went down. to Enfield. 


Hab; there were fix of us in all, her Mother 
and two Women were with her in the Chaiſe; 3 
ſhe deſcribed the Fields, and likewiſe a Bridge, 
that Night ſhe came Home, near the Houle ; 
[| aſked her if the perceived a Tanner's Houſe 
near, ſhe ſaid ſhe believed there was. 
Have you heard the other Evidences 
hat went down give their Evidence? * 
Scarrat. I have, and what they ſaid is the 
Truth, which I heard alſo; I UG heard E. 


Canning 


—— 
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Canning examined before the ſitting Alderman, 


ſhe gave the ſame Account ſhe has done here. 
Q. Was John Squires in the Room at the 


Time ſhe pitched upon his Mother and the 


reſt ? 

Scarrat. He was; ſhe ſaid ſhe could not 
ſwear to him ; he had his Great Coat on at our 
firſt going there, but he had pulled it off; ſhe 
ſaid he looked like the Perſon, but ſhe could 
not ſwear to him; they made him put his 
Great Coat on before the Juſtice, then ſhe ſaid 


he looked more like one of the two Men that 


brought her there. 
Edward Roffiter. I went down with the reſt 
on the Thurſday ; I heard E. Canning examin'd 


- before Mr. Tyſhmaker the Juſtice ; the gave the 


fame Account then as now; ſhe ſaid ohn 
Squires was much like one of the Men, when 
he had got his Great Coat on ; ſhe faid ſhedid 
not ſee Wells in the Houſe, but ſhe once ſaw 
her out at a Window, but did not know ſhe 
was the Woman that belonged to the Houſe. 

Sutherton Bakler. I am an Apothecary ; 1 
ſaw E. Canning the Day after ſhe came Home, 
on the 3oth of January about Noon, ſhe was 
extreamly low and weak ; I could ſcarcely 
hear her ſpeak, her Voice was ſo low, and her 
Pulſe ſcarcely to be felt, with cold Sweats; ſhe 
told me ſhe had no Paſſage during the whole 
Time of her Confinement, ſhe was then in ſuch 


a Condition ſhe had a Glyſter adminiſtered the 


ſame 


. 
ſame Day; ſhe had many Glyſters given her, 
which after ſome Time relieved her. 

Q. Whether a Perſon that is extreamly cos 
tive cannot ſubſiſt longer without Food, or 
with leſs Food, than a Perſon that is not ſo 1 
Batkler. I cannot anſwer to that. Each of 

the Perſons that ſaid they went down to tate the 
Priſoners were aſked where ' they went to, and 
anſwered t9 FEntield- Waſh, ihe Houſe of ihe 
Priſoner Wells. 

Mary 
but called the following Witneſſes :  ' 

Jobn Gibon, I live at Abbolſbury, ſix Miles 


from Dorcheſter, IJ am Maſter of the Houſe _ 


called. the Old Ship ; on the firſt of Fanuary, 


1753, the Priſoner Squires came intothe Houſe; 


there was George her Son, and Lucy her Daugh- 
ter with her, as ſhe called 3 ; ſhe came 
with Handkerchiefs, Lawns, Muſlins, aud 
Checks, to ſell about Town; ſhe ſtaid there 
from the firſt to the ninth Day of the Month, 
and lay at my Houſe. 

Q. How long have you kept that Houſe ? 

Gibon. I have Kept it two Fun come 
L. ady-Day. 

Q. Look at the Woman, are you ſure that 
is her ? 

Gibon. He looks at Squires, and ys, I am 
ſure it is. 


17 


Croſs- Examina ion. 


2 How long have you known her ? 'F nr eh 
_ Gibon. 


Squires ſaid nothing in her Defence, 


1 Muſlins to ſell; I ſaw the Lager Wife at 
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 Gibon. I have known her three Years, and 


have ſeen her there three Years ago. 


Q. How long have you lived there ? 

Gibon. I was born at that Town, I am a 
married Man, have a Wife and one Child, I 

was bred in the farming Way at Fiſberton. 

Q. By what do you recollect the Day? 

Gibon, There came an Exciſeman to offici- 
ate there for one John Ward that was ſick, and 
T put the Day of the Month down when he 
came; the Exciſe-Office is kept at my Houſe, 
the Man that came was Andrew Wicks, or 
Wick. 

Q. Did you ſee the Priſoner ſel] any of theſe 


Goods you mentioned? 


Gilon. No, I did not; they offered them to 
ſell to me, and others; my Wife bought two 
Checque Aprons, 

William Clark. I live at Abtuſbury, and have 
for ſeven Years ; I remember ſeeing the Gypſy 
there; the laſt Time I ſaw her, was on the 1oth 
of January laſt; I met with them on the 
Road, we went ſome Way together, we parted 


| Nn Crudemay: foot, four Miles from Abbotſhury, 


and three from Dorcheſter. 
Q. Where was they going ? 
Clark, I can't tell that. 
Q. Had you ever ſcen her before ? 
Clark. I ſaw her, and her Son and Daughter, 


8 three Years ago come March, at Abbotſbury ; 


they came with Handkerchiefs, Lawns, and 


the 


— 
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the Ship buy ſome Aprons of them che laſt 
Time they were there. 


Croſs- Examination. | {1 

Q. How came you to take particular. Notice 
of the Day ? 

Clark. By keeping my other Accompts ; 1.4 
carried Goods out wich me the ſame Day t. to 
Porteſham. 

Q. Have you your Book with you 2.4 

Clark. No, I have not, but I can't forget the ji 
Day, becauſe I don't go ſo often. 

Q. Which Way were they going? 11 
Clark. They were 1 for London, they. | 
talked fo. | 

Q. Did they give you any Account to. what IN 
Place they were bound next ? 16 

Clark. They did not; they lodged at chis " 
yr Houſe ( Pointing to Gon): at. a" 1 
ry. 

Q. Did you ſee them there? 1 

Clark. I did, on the firſt of January; 1 
commonly go there of an Evening to have a 
Pot of Liquor. il 

Q. Do you remeber when ee keps cur. | 
 mas-Day ? 

Clark. I do not. 

Q. Can you give any Account of the News| 
Style or Old ? 4 

Clark. No, I cannot; bur if 1 was to die 
for the Woman, PI ſpeak the Truth. 9 

Q. Hon 


( 6 ) 
Q. How was ſhe cloathed there? 
Clark. The ſame as now, and the Son in a 


blue Coat and red Waiſtcoat, — had a Great 


Coat with him. 

Q. What Size is he? | 

Clark. He is about five Feet ſeven or eight 
Inches high; the Girl was in a Camblet Gown, 

Q. You are ſure you ſaw her the Time you 
mention ? 

Clark. 1 undertake to ſwear poſitively to 
that, that I ſaw her there on the firſt of Janu- 
ary laſt, and either on the ninth or tenth after- 
wards, and ſaw them going about the Town in 
the Time to ſell Things. 

Q. What are you ? 

. Clark. 1 am a Houſekeeper, and have been 


[|| in Buſineſs about ſix Years; I am a Cord- 


. ter ? 


Thomas Grevil, 1 live at Coom, three Miles 


| from Saliſbury ; I keep a Publick-Houſe there, 
the Sign of the Lamb; I ſaw Mary Squires at! 
nn my Houſe on the 14th. of Fanuary. bf 


Q. How many Miles is Coom from Dorcheſ- 


Crevil. I cannot tell. 


Q. Whowas with her there? | 
Grevil. There was ber Siſter and her Bro- 


2. as ſhe ſaid; they ſold Handkerchiefs, 


= 


| Lawns, and ſuch Things. | 
Q. How long did ſhe ſtay at Com? 
mo They ſtopped them but one Night.” 


At. Croſs- Examination. 


( 61 )) 
Ceres. Examination. 

Q. What Fanuary do you mean ? 
Grevil. I mean laſt January, five Weeks 
ago laſt Sundayx. 

Q. How came you to take ſuch particular 
Notice of it ? | 

Grevil, There was a Carppntares at my Houſe, 
he having ſpent the biggeſt Part of his Money, 
it being Sunday Night, I would have him go 
about his Buſineſs, and put him out of the 
Houſe two or three Times, and after that he 
went over the Way to another Houſe,” and 
pawned his Ax.---Theſe three Witneſſes ſhewed 
their Subpena*s, as the Cauſe of their vere: to 
give ebeir Evidence. 


F.or the Crown. + | 
John Iniſer. 1 fell Fiſn and Oy ſters our i" 
Waltbam-Croſs and Theobalds. L know the 
Priſoner Squires very well by Sight; the laſt lt 
Time I ſaw her before now, was at the Time 
ſhe was taken at Suſannehb Wells's Houſe; be- 
fore that I had ſeen her ſeveral Times every 
Day up and down, before ſhe was taken. | 
Q. Are you very certain of that? - + 8 
Iniſer. I am that I ſaw her three Weeks be- 
fore, that ſhe walked into People's Houſes }! 
pretending to tell Fortunes : She told en 1 
once. 
Qi Did you ſee any Goods ſhe had to fell ? 
Iniſer. No, I did not, 1 always: ſaw her by 
herſelf: I ſaw a young Man in blue- grey may U 
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ſhe was taken up, and two young Women, all 
taken in the Houſe of Wells. | | 
Weils being call-d upon to make her De- 


fence, ſaid, As to her Charatter it was but 


« an indifferent one, that ſhe bad an unfortu- 
« nate Huſband who was hanged.” And added, 
© She never ſaw the young Woman (meaning 


E. Canning) till they came io take us up; 


* and as 10 Squires, ſhe never ſaw her above a 
« Week ond a Day before they were taken up” 
Squires guilty, Dr Arn. Wells guilty. 
SqQv1IRES, Ihe laſt Day of the Seſſions, being 
aſted what ſhe had to "ay before ſhe received 


Sentence, anſwered, bat, On New-Year's Day 


Ila at Coom, at the Nido GreviPs Houſe; 
« the next Day I was at Stoptage ; there were 
&« ſome People who were caſ away, and they 
© came along with me to a little Houſe on the 


«© Top of the Moor, and drank there ; [there 


e were my den and Daughter with me. Coming 


along Popham- Lane, there were ſome Peo- 
116 ple raking up Dung. dran at the ſecond 


7: 


A 


Alebouſe in Baſingſtoke on the Thurſday in 
«© the New-Year Week. On the Friday I lay 
* at Bagſhort-Heath, at a little tiney Houſe on 
the Heath. On the Saturday 7 lay at Old 
Brentford, at Mr. Edwards's, who ſells 


* * 


„Greens and Small. Beer. I could have told this 


« before, but one pulled me and another pulled 


me, and woulge not let me ſpeak. I lay at 
«© Mrs. Edwards on the Sunday and Monday, 


«and 
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( 63 ) 
and on the Tueſday or Wedneſday after "I 
came from thence to Mrs. Wells's Houſe.” 


Some Days after the Condemnation of the 
Gyply, it began to be talked that Virtue Hall, 
who had ſworn ſo poſitively to all the Particu- 
lars at the Old Bailey, had or would recant all 
her Evidence that ſhe had depoſed there, and 
ſwear the whole to be falſe. Dr. Hill, a Gen- 
tleman well known for his many Writings, 
ſeems to have been principally and firſt con- 
cerned in bringing out this Recantation f 
Virtue Hall. During which Time, Dr. Hill 
aſſures us that the late Lord Mayor, Sir Criſp 
Gaſcoyne, had received Proofs as ſtrong as even 
this Recantation of YVir!ve Hall, of the perfect 
Innocency of the Gypſy. | 


The Doctor, in a Pamphlet he publiſhed on ̃ĩ⁵ 
the Occaſion, ſpeaks of his Enquiry into the 
Affair in the following Words: The Per- 
*« ſons (ſays he) are all unknown to me, but 
the Story was intereſting; and Humanity ! 
* muſt have been unknown to him, who |} 
ſhould have been let into ſo much of it, as 
had come to my Knowledge, and not have 
« enquired farther. I could have no Intereſt | 
in the Event, farther "than as one Creature 
of the ſame Species is concerned in the Wel- 
fare of another; nor was I of any Pert, 
<« unleſs inclined to pity the miſerable Object, 
* becauſe ſhe was poor, and a Stranger, and 

Sos «© oppreſkd, |} 
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* oppreſſed, and innocent. Such, at leaſt, I 
| « was, at that Time, inclined to believe her; 
* and I am, by all that has paſſed ſince, the 
more confirmed in that Opinion. I have 
1 % not ſcen, nor do I know that I ever ſhall ſee, 
ce the Perſon whoſe Cauſe I am pleading ; 
| © and in whole Favour I do avow, in the Face 
ll * of Almighty GOD, no Application what- 
5 ſoever has been made to me: No one will 
| call it a bad Action, that I have endeavoured 
| © to obtain the Truth, in a Caſe where Huma- 
| „ nity muſt have engaged. any who had the 
I leaſt Suſpicion of Falſchood to wiſh the Se- 
* cret known. It will be found, however, ro- 
©. mantic or abſurd, ſuch Conduct may appear 
© to many that I have acted in this only on the 
Principle of public Utility; and as I have 
| „ acted, I would wiſh to fee others alſo act.“ 
| e afterwards ſays, that it was not on the Cre- 
| 
| 
} 


dit of Canning's Story that the unhappy Gypſy 
was condemned. Let us not imagine Courts 
of Juſtice ſwallow ſuch Relations, (ſays he:) 
*« *T was on the moſt full Account, given by one 
*© who declared that ſhe had ſeen the whole 
& Tranſaction of which the Court was concern- 
ed to judge: One, who being a Stranger tothe 
„ Acculer, and; a Friend of the Perſons ac- 
* cuſed, declared ſhe ſaw the Robbery. This 
©* was an Evidence which muſt have been al- 
* lowed by any Jury of judicious and unbi- 
* aſſed Men. Now, that we are convinced of 
the Innocence of the Perſons who were con- 

| „ demned 
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demned upon the Credit paid to this Evi- 


dence, we muſt acknowledge, that Human 


Wiſdom could not, at that Time, have diſ- 
covered, nay ſcarce could have ſuſpected it 
was falſe ; and that while unſuſpected, it 
had been Injuſtice not to have done exactly 
as was done upon the Trial, | 


+ Weare now reviewing that Account in a 
very different Light: We have now been 
let into the Secret of its Origin ; we have 


ſeen her ſince voluntarily declare, that it was 


falſe and forged ; not in Part falſe, but in 
the Whole, and that it was the Offspring 
only of her Terrors; and though actuated 
from the Influence of the ſame Apprehen- 
ſions, ſhe confirmed it at the Trial, ſhe now 
declares it, freely and voluntarily declares it, 
to have been all a Perjury. 


* 


She has confeſſed her Motive to the doing 


and that it was ſuch. a one as might well 
have Effect upon an ignorant Creature, 


She has declared this to have been her only 
Motive ; and thoſe who are moſt concerned, 


do acknowledge that ſhe was very unwillin 
to give it, and was very difficultly brought 


to it.“ What Reaſon couldſfie have to con- 


tradict it? None ! To this no one can ſpeak 
with more Authority than I ; and I declare 
? G | 8 ſhe 


* See Page 34 of ibis Account. » 
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* ſhe had none. It was to myſelf ſhe pro- 
« miſed the Confeſſion. I had no Advantages 
* to offer to her, nor any Power to terrily : 
„Nor was this done privately ; ſo that there 
are Witneſſes who know how free and per- 
« fectly *twas voluntary. I applied to the 
* Lord Mayor, whom, till that Time, I never 


„ faw, to receive her Confeſſion : She was 
« ſcent for, and ſhe made it.“ 


Many Things to this Purpoſe, in Juſtification 
of the Gypſy, aſſerting her Innocence, and that 


' ſhe had been wrongfully condemned, with In- 


ſinuations againſt the Girl, appearing in the 
News Papers and Pamphlets, Juſtice Fielding 
thought it neceſſary to publiſh a Pamphlet in 
Vindication of the Gur), and his own Conduct 
in the Affair, which he begins as follows: 


© There is nothing more admirable, nor in- 
deed more amiable, in the Law of England, 
than the extream Tenderneſs with which it 
proceeds againſt Perſons accuſed of Capital 
© Crimes. In this Reſpect it juſtly claims a 
Preference to the Inſtitutions of all other 
Countries; in ſome of which a Criminal is 
hurried to Execution, with rather leſs Cere- 
* mony than is required, by our Law, to carry 

him to Priſon; in many, the Tryals (if 
&« they may be called ſuch) have little of 
Form, and are ſo extreamly precipitate, that 
the unhappy Wretch hath no Time to * 
TY Fig 


* 


6 
cc 
T: 
ce 
T: 
T: 


vc 


cc 


cc 


cs 
cc 
CC 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
£6 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


(6; 
his Defence, but is often Ho ned without 


+ well knowing his Accuſer, and ſometimes 


without well underſtanding his 'Accuſation, 
In this happy Kingdom, on the contrary, ſo 
tenders the Law of the Life of a Subject, 
ſo cautious of unjuſtly or erroneouſly * con- 
demning him, that according to its own 
Maxim, De Morte Heminis, nulla eſt Cunc- 
tatio longa, * it proceeds by ſlow and regular 
Gradations, and requires 0 many antecedent 
Ceremonies to the ultimate Diſcuſſion of a 
Court of Juſtice, that ſo far from being in 


Danger of a Condemnation without a fair 


and open Tryal, every Man mult be tried 


more than once before he can receive a Ca- 


pital Sentence. By the Law of England, 
no Man can. be apprehended for Felony, 
without a ſtrong and juſt Suſpicion of his 
Guilt; nor can he be committed to Priſon, 
without a Charge on Oath before a lawful 


Magiſtrate. This Charge mult be again 


proved on Oath, to the Satisfaction of a 


large Number (twelve at leaſt ) of the better 


Sort of his Countrymen, before the Accuſed 
can be required to anſwer to it, or be put on 
his Defence; and after all theſe Preparatives, 
the Truth of this Charge is to be tried in 
an open Court of Juſtice, before one at leaſt 
and often many Judges, by twelve indifferent 
and unexceptionable Men: I may truly ſay 
unexceptionable, ſince it is in the Priſoner's 
Power to except againſt twenty-four, with- 

75 Bs” or 4 

* In a Caſe of Death no Delay is to- iong, 
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out ſhewing any Cauſe, and as many more 
as he can ſhew a reaſonable Cauſe of Ex- 
ception againſt, Theſe, after a patient 
Hearing of the Witneſſes againſt him, and 
after attending to his Defence, (in the 
making of which, the Law preſcribes that 
every Indulgence mall be ſhewn him, and 
that even his Judge ſhall be his Council and 
aſſiſt him,) muſt all concur in declaring on 
their Oaths, that he is guilty of the Crime 
alledged againſt him; or he is to be diſ- 
charged, and can never more be called in 


Qucition for the ſame Offence, ſave only in 
the Cale of Murder, 


of ſeems, I think, that the Wit of Man 
could invent no ſtronger Bulwark againſt all 
Injuſtice, and falſe Accuſation, than this In- 
ſtitution, under which not only Innocence 
may rejoice in its own Security, but even 
Guilt can ſcarce be ſo immodeſt as to require 


a fairer Chance of eee che Puniſhment 
it deſerves, 


«* And yet, if after all this Precaution it 
ſhould manifeſtly appear that a Perſon hath 
been unjuſtly condemned, either by bring- 
ing to Light ſome latent Circumſtance, or 
by diſcovering that the Witneſſes againſt 
him are certainly perjured, or by any other 
Means of diſplaying the Party's Innocence, 


the Gates of an are ſtill left open, and 


„ upon 
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upan a proper and decent Application, ei- 
ther to the Judge before * the Teyal 
was had, or to the Privy Council, the con- 
demned Perſon will be ſure of obtaining a 
Pardon, of preſerving his Life, and of re- 
gaining both his Liberty and Reputation. 


* To make, therefore, ſuch an Applicati 

on the Behalf of injured Arothax ee 
only laudable in every Man, but it is a Duty 
the Neglect of which he can by no Means 
anfwer to his own Conſcience ; but this, as 
I have ſaid, is to be done in a proper and de- 
cent Manner, by a private Application to 
thoſe with whom the Law hath lodged a 
Power of correcting its Errors, and remit- 
ting its Severity ; whereas to reſort immedi- 
ately to the Public by inflammatory Libels 

againſt the Juſtice of the Nation, to eſta- 
bliſh a Kind of Court of Appeal from this 
Juſtice in the Bookſeller's Shop, to re-ex- 
amine in News Papers and Pamphlets the 
Merits of Cauſes which, after a fair and le- 


gal Tryal, have already received the ſolemn 


Determination of a Court of Judicatu 
Dete re, t 
arraign the Conduct of Magiſtrates, of * 


ries, and even Judges, and this even with 


the moſt profligate Indecency, are the Ef 
fects of a Licenriouſaeks 10 whith 5 Go- 
vernment, jealous of its own Honour, or 
indeed provident of its own Safety, will ever 


4 Senſible 
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© Senſible as I am of this, I mould by no 
Means become an Aggreſſor of this Kind; 
but ſurely when ſuch Methods have been 
uſed to miſlead the Public, and to cenſure 
the Juſtice of the Nation in its Sagacity at 
leaſt, and groſsly to miſrepreſent their Pro- 
ceedings, it can require little Apology to 
* make Uſe of the ſame Means to refute ſo 
* iniquitous an Attempt. However unlawful 
| Ja Weapon may be in the Hands of an Af- 
& ſailant, it becomes ſtrictly juſtifiable in thoſe 
* of the Defendant: And as the Judges will 
| <« certainly excuſe an Undertaking in Defence 
e of themſelves, ſo may 1 expect that the 
| | % Public (that Part of it, I mean; whoſe Eſteem 
' 


© alone I have ever coveted or deſired, ) ſhould 

e ſhew ſome Favour to a Deſign which hath 

a in View not a bare Satisfaction of their Cu- 

' £< rioſity only, but to prevent them from form- 

ing a very raſh, and, poſſibly, a very unjuſt 

„Judgment. Laſtly, there is ſomething within 

6 myſelf which rouſes me to the Protection of 

„ jnjured Innocence, and which prompts me 
' 
| 
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% with the Hopes of an Applauſe much more 
„ valuable than that of the whole World. 
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% Without this laſt Motive, indeed, it may 
* be imagined I ſhould ſcarce have taken up 
« my Pen in the Defence of a poor little Girl, 


% whom the many have. already condemned. 

I well know the extream Difficulty which 

will always be found in obtaining RO 
co 0 


(- $4 .) 
« of ſuch a Judgment, Men who. have ap- 
e plauded themſelves, and have been ap- 
„ plauded by others, for their great Penetra- 
tion and Diſcernment, will ſtruggle very 
hard before they will give up their Title to 
* ſuch Commendation. Though they, per- 
„ haps, heard the Cauſe at firſt with the Im- 
„ partiality of upright Judges, when they have 
once given their Opinion, they are too apt 
to become warm Advocates, and even in- 
tereſted Parties in Defence of that Opinion. 
„ Deplorable, indeed, and deſperate is the 
* Cale of a poor Wretch againſt whom ſuch 
a Sentence is paſſed! No Writ of Error lies 
% againſt this Sentence, but before that tre- 
% mendous Court of the Public where it was 
* firſt pronounced; and no Court whatever 
« is, for the Reaſons already aligned, ſo tena- 
*+© cious of the Judgments which it hath once 
© given. | | | 
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© In Defiance, -nevertheleſs, of this Diffi- 
<« culty,-I am determined to proceed to diſ-—- 
„ cloſe, as far as I am able, the true State of } 
© an Affair which, however inconſiderable the 
Parties may be in their Station of Life, 
&« (though injured Innocence will never ap- 
« pear an inconſiderable Object to a good | 
Mind,) is now become a Matter of real | 
«© Concern and great Importance to the Pub- 
lic; againſt whom a moſt horrible Impoſ- 
ture, ſupported by the moſt impudent " 
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&© well as impious Perjury, is dreſſed up, ei- 
ther on the one Side or on the other. 


He then obſerves upon the Girl's Evidence, 
That though her Story ſhould appear ever ſo 
improbable, it may yet become a proper Ob- 
ject of our Belief, from the Weight of the 
Evidence; for there is a Degree of Evidence, 
by which every Fact that is not impoſſible to 
have happened at all, or to have happened in 
the Manner in which it is related, may be ſup- 
ported and ought to be believed : In all Caſes, 
indeed, the Weight of Evidence ought to be 
ſtrictly conformable to the Weight of Impro- 
bability; and when it is ſo, the wiſer a Man is 
the ſooner and eaſter he will believe. To ſay 
Truth, to judge well of this Conformity is 
what we truly call Sagacity, and requires the 
greateſt Strength and Force of Underſtanding. 
He, who gives a haſty Beliet to what is ſtrange 
and improbable, is guilty of Raſhneſs ; but he 
is much more abſurd, who declares that he will 
believe no fuch Fact on any Evidence what- 
ever. The World are too much inclined to 
think, that the Credulous is the only Fool; 
whereas, in Truth, there is anotber Fool of a 
quite oppoſite Character, who is much more 
difficult to deal with, leſs liable to the Domi- 
nion of Reaſon, and poſſeſſed of a Frailty - 
more prejudicial to himſelf, and often more de- 
trimental to Mankind in general. We 


To 


eee 


Fairneſs and Impartiality, ſtated all the Impro- 
babilities which compoſe this Girl's Narrative, 
we will now conſider the Evigence that ſup- 


ports them. And when we have done this, it 


will poffibly appear, that the credulous Perſon 
is he who believes that Eligabeib Canning is a 
Lyar. OT 


Firſt then, there is one Part of this Story 
which is inconteſtably true, as it is a Matter of 
public Notoriety, and know:. by almolt every 
Inhabitant in the Pariſh where her Mother 
dwells. This is, that the Girl, after the Ab- 
ſence of a Month, returned on the 29th of 
January, in the dreadful Condition before de- 
ſcribed. This being an eſtabliſhed Fact, a 


very fair Preſumption follows, that ſhe Was 
confined ſomewhere, and by ſome Perſon; that 


this Confinement was of equal Duration with 


her Abſence ; that ' ſhe was almoſt ſtarved ta | 


Death; that ſhe was confined in a Place, 


whence it was difficult to make her Fſcape'y' 
that, however, this Eſcape was poſſible; and. lt 


that, at length, ſhe actually made it: All theſe 


are Circumſtances which ariſe from the Nature 


of the Fact itſelf. They are what Tully calls 
Evigentia Rei, and are ſtronger than the poſi- 


tive Teſtimony of any Witneſſes; they do, i 
indeed, carry Conviction with them to every 


H 


To apply this Reaſoning to the preſent Caſe, 
ſays he) as we have, it is hoped, with great 
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Man who hath Capacity enough to draw a 
Concluſion from the moſt. ſelf-evident Pre- 
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niiſes. 


5 Theſe Facts being eſtabliſhed, I ſhall oppoſe 


Im probability to Improbability ; and firſt 1 


begin by aſking, Why did this Girl conceal the 


Perſon who thus cruelly uſed her? It could 
not be a Lover; for among ali the Cruelties, 
by which Men have become infamous in their 
Commerce with Women, none of this Kind 
can, I believe, be produced. What Reaſon, 
therciore, can be a{hgned for this great Degree 
of more than Chriſtian Forgiveneſs of ſuch 
barbarous Ulage, is to me, I own, a Secret; 
ſuch Forgiveneſs, therefore, is, at leaſt, as great 
a Degree of Improbability as any which can 
be found, or which can be feigned in her Nar- 


rative. 


Again, What Motive can be invented for 
her laying this heavy Charge on thoſe who are 
innocent? Fhat Strect-Robbers and Gypfies, 
wh have ſearce even the Appearance of Hu- 
manity, ſhould ce guilty of wanton Cruelty 
without a Motive, hath greatly ſtaggered the 


World, and many have denied the Probability 


of ſuch a Fact: Will they then imagine that 


this Gul hath committed a more deliberate, 


and, therefore; a more atrocious Crime, by en- 


deaveuring to take away the Lives of an old 


* — 


— 
* — — 
_———— — 4 


Woman, her Son, and another Man, as well as 
F T1 e 
* * 


„ | 4 
ruin another Woman, without any Motive 
Whatever? Will they believe this of a young 
Girl, hardly eighteen Years old, who hath the 
unanimous Teſtimony of all who ever knew 
her from her Infancy, to ſupport the Character 
of a virtuous, modeſt, ſober, well: diſpoſed 
Girl; and this Character moſt inforced by 
thoſe who know her (beſt, and particularly by 
thoſe with whom ſhe hath lived in Service. 


As to any Motive of getting Money by ſuch 
an Attempt, nothing can be more groundleſs 
and evidently. falſe than the Suggeſtign ; the 
Subſcription which was propoſed and publickly*? 
advertiſed, was thought of long after the Girl's 
Return to her Mother, upon which Return ſne 
immediately told the Story in the Preſence of 
Numbers of People, with all the Circumſtances 
with which ſhe hath ſince, without any Vatia- 
tion, related it. The real Truth is, that this 
Subſcription was ſet on Foot by ſeveral well 
diſpoſed Neighbours, and very ſubſtantially 
Tradeſmen,-in order to bring a Sett of horrid 3 
Villains to Juſtice, which then appeared (as it 
hath ſince proved) to be a Matter which would 
be attended with conſiderable Expence, nor 

was any Reward to the Girl then thought of; 
the firſt Propoſer of which Reward was a no- 
ble and generous Lord, who was preſent at the 
laſt Examination of this Matter in Bom. fret 
So that: this” Charge of the Gypſy Woman, 
and the reſt, if a falſe one, was allolutely with» 
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N 
out any Motive at all. A ſecond Improbabi- 
lity which riſes as much higher than that to 


- Which! it is oppoſed, as the Crime would be 
highar, ſince it would be more deliberate, in the 


Girl, and as her Character is better than that of 
Strect- e Se. | 


Fun as a Girl can ſoarce-'be ſuppoſed” 


\ wicked enough, fo lam far from ſuppoting her 


witty enough io invent ſuch a Story; a Story 


| Tull of Variety of ſtrange Incidents, and wor- 


thy the Invention of ſome Writer of Ro- 
mances- in many of which we find ſuch Kind 
of ſtrange Improbabilities that are the Produc- 
tions of a fertile, though commonly a diſtem- 
pered Brain; whereas this Girl is a Child in 
Years, and yet more ſo in Underſtanding, with 


all the evident Marks of Simplicity that I ever” 


diſcovered in a Human Countenance; and this 


think may be admitted to be a third Impro- 
bability. | 


> 


A fourth. ſeems to me to ariſe from the Man- 


ner in which this poor ſimple Girl hath ſup- | 


Porte this Storys which, as it requires the 


highelt Degree of Wickednefs of Heart, and 
Ge tolerable Goodneſs of Head to have in- 
vented, fo, doth it require no ſmall Degree of 
Aſſurance to ſupport, and that in large Aſſem- 


blies ot. Perſons of a much higher Degree than 

ſhe had ever before appeared in the Preſence of: 

| Belorc Noblemen, and Magiſtrates, and Judges, 
3 Perſons 


G 
Perſons who muſt have inſpired a'Girl of this 

Kind with the higheſt /Awe. Before all theſe 
{he went through her Evidence without Heſita- 
tion, Confufion, Trembling, Change of Coun- 
tenance, or other apparent Emotion. As ſuch 
a Behaviour could proceed only from, the 
higheſt Impudence, or moſt perfect Innocence, 
ſo it ſeemed clearly to ariſe from the latter, as 
it was accompanied with ſuch a Shew of De- 
cency, Modeity, and Simplicity, that if theſe 
were all affected, which thoſe who diſbelieve 
her muſt ſuppole, it muſt have required not 
only the higheft Art, but the longeſt Practice 


and Habit, 1 to bring it to ſuch a n or Per- 
tection, | | 


 Afiſth eb is, Arie Girl would | 
fix on a Place fo far from Home, and where it 
doth: not appear ſhe had ever been before. 
Had ſhe gone to this Place of her on A- 

cord, or been carried thither by any other than 
the Perſon the accuſed, ſurely Mother Mus 
would have told this, as it muſt have acquitted 
her of the Fact laid to her Charge, and would 
indeed have deſtroyed the whole Character of 
Elizabeth 2 and of Conſequente have 
put an End to the Proſecution; but Mother 

Hells, on the contrary, denied abſolutely that 
Elizabeth Canning had ever been in het Houſe, 
or that ſhe had ever ſeen her Face before mo 1 
came there with the Digs Officers; RIES. 
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In this Point, vig. That Elizabeth, Canning 
was not acquainted with Mother Wells, or her 
Houle, nor ever there, in any other Manner 
than as ſhe herſelf hath informed us, her Evi- 
dence ſtands confirmed by the beſt and ſtrongeſt 
Teſtimony imaginable,-and that is by the De- 
dlaration of the Defendant Wells herſelf. It is 

true, indeed, that as to her being confined tht re, 

Wells utterly denies it, but ſhe as poſitively at- 

firms, that this Elizabeth Canning was never 

there at any other Time, nor in any other 

Manner. From this Point then ſo eſtabliſhed, 

will reſult an utter Impoſſibility; for unleſs 
| this poor Girl bad been well acquainted with 
the Houſe, the Hay-Loft, the Pitcher; Ce. 

how was it poſſible that ſhe ſhould deſcribe 
them all ſo very exactly as ſhe did; at her Re- 
turn to her Mother's, in the Preſence of ſuch 
Numbers of People ? Nay, ſhe deſcribed like- 
wiſe the Proſpect that appeared from the Hay- 
Loft with ſuch Exactneſs, as required a long 
Time to turniſh her with the Particulars of. I 
know but two Ways of her being enabled to 
give this Deſcription ; either ſhe muſt have 
been there herſelf, or muſt have had her In- 
formation from ſome other. As to the for- 
mer, Wells herſelf denies it; and as to the lat 
ter, I leave to the Conjecture of my: ingenious 
Reader, whether it was Mother Wells herſelf, 
the Gypſy Woman, Virtue Hall, or who elſe, 
that inſtructed Elizabeth Canning in all theſe 
Particulars. n © 
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In the mean Time, I all beg Lea de to con- 


clude, either that we müſt accontr for the.” 
Girl's Knowledge one of the e : Wi 


have mentioned; or, Tecoridly, ae * 


lieve an Impoſſibiliy. 


'1 
144.4 


And now I come to a piece of Beete 
which hath been the principal Eoundation off 
that Credit which I have given to this extraor- 
dinary Story. It appeared to me at firſt to be 
convincing and unſurmountable, in the ſame 
Light it appeared to a Gentleman whoſe Un- 
derſtanding and Sagacity are of the very firſt 
Rate, and who is one of the beſt Lawyers of 
his Time; he owned that this Evidence feem'd 
to him to be unanſwerable, fo 1 acknowledge lt 
yet ſeems to me, and till it ſhall receive an A. 


ſwer, I muſt continue to believe the F act en 
roſts upon it. 


* 95 1 Wi ' 
k4' 4.415 | 


This is the Agreement, in ſo many partie. 
lar Circumſtances, between the Evidence of 


#1izaboth Canning and Virtue Hall, But in 


order to lay this Evidence before the Reader in 
fair and juſt Light, it will be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, That when the Gypſy, Mother Wells, 
Virtue/Hall, and the reſt of them were'carried” 
before Juſtice: Ty/bremater,” be firſt pane eh 
Elizabeth Canning alone, but without taking 
rom her any Information in Writig, and at- 
terwards examined all the Parties ; 3 om 3 
the 
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claration was, 


(380) 


theſe Facts are obvious, an deſerve to be ta- 
"Ken Woite of. | 


Pip, That Elizabeth Conging did not wake 


any Information 1 in Writing before this Juſtice, 


Secondly, That the Hiſtory of the Fact that 


ſhe related to the Juſtice, was not in Ws Pre- 
Hence of Virtue Hall. | 


7 hirdly, That Elizabeth Canning, ſo cautious 


is ſhe in taking her Oath, declared, That ſhe 


could not Iwear to the Gyply's Son, as the 


Men's Hats were flapped over their Faces in 


the Houſe ; and, as when ſhe was firſt aſſaulted 
it was ſo very dark, ſhe could not diſtinguiſh 


their Countenances; nor did ſhe charge Wells 
with any Crime at all, except that which re- 


ſulted from the Tenor of her whole Evidence 


of Keeping a diforderly Houle. 


Laſth. That Virtue Hall did, at hd Time, 


abſolutely deny that ſhe knew any Thing of the 
Matter, and declared, that Elizabeth Canning 


had never been in Mells's Houſe, to her Know- 
ledge, till that Day, nor had ſhe ever ſcen her 
Ficebefore 3 the Cönſequence of which De- 
the Gypſy's Son, whom this 
Virtue Hall hath ſince accuſed of the Robbery, 
was Fiobarged by Mr. bender. 


That 


. 
That Virtue Hall had never ſeen nor heard 
the Evidence of Elizabeth Canning at the Time 
when ſhe made her on Information, is a Fact; 
nay, had ſhe. even heard the other repeat it 


once over before a Juſtice of Peace, that ſhe 9 
ſhould be able, at a Diſtance of Time, (viz. a 1 


Fortnight,) to retain every particular, Circum- 
ſtance ſo exactly as to make it tally in the Man- 
ner her Information doth with that of Eliaa- 
beth Canning, is a Suppoſition in the higheſt 
Degree abſurd ; and thoſe who can believe it, 


can believe that which is much more incredi- 


ble than any Thing in the Narrative of Eliza- 
beth Canning. 


The only Way, therefore, to account for this 
is, by ſuppoſing that the two Girls laid this 
Story together. To the Probability and in- 
deed n. of thus Suppan 1 added 


Firſt, That from the wh Eireumn | 
of this Caſe it appears manifeſtly that they had 
never ſeen the Face of each other (unleſs Canu- 


uing be believed as to the Time when ſhe was 


brought into Wells's,) befote the Perſons game 
to apprehend her; nay, Hells-herſelf declared 


before me, that Canniuſ had never been in her ll 
Houſe, and the other ſcarce euer out of it du- a 


ring the whole Month in amen WAY 57 
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Secondly, If we > oopld 3 thay had met ji 
together, ſo as to form this Story, the Beha- 
viour | 


N ! 
: 
. | 
| | 
n 


e 
viour of Virtue Hall before Mr. Ty/Memaker 
would entirely deſtroy any ſuch Suppoſition, 


for there this Virtue Hall was fo far from being 


in the fame Story with Elizabeth Canming,'thac 
ſhe” there | affirmed ſhe knew nothing of the 
Matter, and ſhe had then no Reaſon to appre- 
hend any further Examination; nar is it pol- 
ible to conceive that theſe two Girls ſhould at- 


terwards enter into any ſuch Agreement. From 
the Day of the Examination before Mr. Ty/he- 


maker, till Virtue Hall came before me, the two 
Girls never ſaw the Face. of each other ; the 
one remained ſick at her Mother's in Town, 
the other continued at Hells's Houle at Ex- 


Feld, in Company with thoſe who yet perſiſt 


in their Friendſhip to Wells and the Gypſy. 
In Reality, I never yet heard a Fact better eſta- 
bliſhed in a Court of Juſtice. than this, that 
Elizabeth Canning and Virtue Hall did not la 

this Story together; nay, even ſhe herſelf dot 

not, as J have heard, fince her Apoſtacy, pre- 
tend to ſay any ſuch Thing, but imputes her 


Evidence to her being threatened and bullied, 
into it, which to my own Knowledge, and that 


of many others, is a moſt impudent Falſchond; 


and, ſecondly, aſcribes her agreeing with RA. 


zabeuli Canning to having heard her deliver her 


Evidence, which, beſides being impoſſible, can 
be proved to be another notorious Falſehood, 
by a great Number of Witneſſes of indiſputa- 
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So that I think 1 am here iaticled to the fol 
lowing ate Concluſion. D yimrinns De 


en un N 211 l 70 


Wü two Wicteſfebalealee a Fact, and 
accce in all the Circumſtances of it, either the 


F act is true, or they n en 
the Evidence between themlelves : 


But in this Caſe it is impellible that 50 5 


Girls ſhould have ſo previouſly concerted the 
Evidence: 


And therefore che Fact is true. 


The Reader will be pleaſed to obſerve, That 
do not here lay any Weight on the Evidence 
of Virtue Hall, as far as her own Credit is ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport that Evidence, for in Truth 
ſhe deſerves no Credit at all; the Weight 
which J here lay on her Evidence is fo far Ohl 
as it is ſupported by that Evidence of Fact 
which alone is always ſafely to be degra 4 
von, as it is alone een as a 9 35 bie 


And here; though 1 might very well reſt the 
Metits of the whole.Cauſe on this ſingle Point, 
yet I cannot conclude: the Caſe of this poor 
Girl without one Obſervation, which hath, be L 
own, ſurprized:me, and will, I doubt nt, für- 
prize the Reader. It is' this, Why did not tt 
Gyply Woman and Mello produce the Eier 
of Fortune Natus and his Wife in _— De- 

dee 


2. 


. 
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\ « fence at their Ti al, ſince that Evidence, ag 
they well knew, was fo very ſtrong in their 
Behalf; that had the Jury believed it, they mul 
have been acquitted? For my own Part, I can | 

give but one Anſwer to this, and that is too 

obvious to need to be here mentioned. þ 


Nor will I quit this Caſe, without = 
| the pretty Incident of the minced Pye; which, | 
5 as it -poſſibly ſaved this , poor Girl's Life, fo | 
doth the Intention of carrying it Home to her 
1 little Brother ſerve very highly to repreſent the | 
Goodneſs, as well as Childiſhneſs and Simpli- | 
city of her Character; a Character fo ſtrongly | 
imprinted in her Countenance, and atteſted by 
all her Neighbours. 


Upon the whole, this Caſe, whether it be 
conſidered in a private or in a public Light, 
deſerves to be Erotinifed to the Bottom. On 
the one Side here is the Life of a Subject at 
Stake, who, if her Defence is true, is innagent; 
and a young Girl, guilty of the blackeſt, moi 
premeditated, and moſt audacious Perjuty, le- 
velled againſt the Lives of ſeveral, Iringgent 
Perſons. On the other Side, if the entc 
of Flizabeth Canning is true, and Peijury 

ſhould, nevertheleſs, prevail againſt her, an in- 
nocent young Creature, who hath ſuffered the 
moſt cruel and unheard-of Injuries, is in Dan- 
ger of being rewarded for them by. Ruin, and 
is and what muſt te in aggravate 

| er 
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her Caſe, and will diſtinguiſh, ber Mie 3 | 
that of '4ll'other Wretches upon Earth, is, that 

will owe all this Ruin and Infamy-to this: 
unge Circumſtance, that her Sufferiags have 


en beyond what Human Nature is ſuppoſed 0 
capable of bearing. 


As to my own Conduct in this Affair, 8 

| have deduced with the moſt minute Exact- 
ee, I know it to be highly juſtifiable before 
„00 and before Man. 1 trankly own, I 
thought it intitled me to the very Reverſe of 
(tate. The Truth is, the ſame Motive pre- 
vailed with me then, which principally. urged 
ma to take up my Pen at this Time, a, Deſire 
to protect Innocence, and to detect Guilt; and 
Delight in ſo doing was the only Reward [ 

er expected, ſo help me GOD; and I have 
the Satisfaction to be aſſured, that thoſe Wer 

now me beſt, will moſt believe me. gad dil 

In ſolemn Truth, the only Error of can ever! 
be poſſibly charged with in this Caſe, is an Er- 
rar in Sagacity. If Elizabeth Canning . 

oily of à falle Accuſation, I own ſhe” bath 
been capable of im poſing on me 3, but I have 
the Comfort to think the ſame Impoſition hach 
paſſed not 8 on two Juries, but like wiſe on 
0:12 or Judges that ever ſate on the”. Thy 
Bench Aol J 5 and on two other very able 
Judges who were preſent at the Tal. e 
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I do not; for. my own Part, pretend to In- 

ſanbinty, though I can at the ſame Time with 
Truth declare, that J have never ſpared any 

Pains in eadedvouring to detect Falfehood — 


Perjuꝰy, and have had ſome very notable” Suc- 
ceſs that Way. 


f FY this Caſe, however, one of the moſt ſim- 
ple e Hirls Jever ſaw, if the be a wicked one, 
hath becn too hard for me; ſuppoſing her to 
be ſuch, ſhe hath indeed moſt groſsly deceived 
me, for 1 remain ſtill in the ſame Error: And 
I appeal, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, to the 
Almighty, for the Truth of what I now aſſert. 


P O S 7 8 g An 


N the extream Hurry in which the forego- 

ing Cafe was drawn up, I forgot to obſerve 
one ſtrange Circumſtance which will attend the 
Caſe of Elizaberb Canniny, if it ſhould be ad- 
mitted to be a Forgery ; this is, that ſhe ſhould 
charge the Gypſy. Woman: when ſhe mult have 
known that Woman could prove an Alibi, and 
not Suſannah Wells, who could have had no 
ſuch Proof, This will be very ſtrong, if ap- 


plied to the Evidence of Canmng, but much 
ſtronger when applied to the Evidence of Vir- 
due Hall, who lived in the Houſe the Whole | 


| 7 Mr. 


I. ime. % 


„ 
Mr. Fielding has likewiſe given an Account 
v hat one Judit Natus depoſed before him. 
7 3, 41 > 
o After] had finiſhed ( ſays he) the Exami- 
nation of Virtue Hall, one Judith. Natus, tlie ö 
ile of Fortune Natus, whom I apprehend to 
dong to the Gypſies, and who was found in 
::: Houſe with Virtue Hall, being examined 
on her Oath before me, declared, That ſhe ; 
and her Huſband lay in the ſame Room where 
izabeth Canning pretended to have been con- 
ned during the whole Time of her pretended _ 
Conſinement; and declared, That ſhe had ne- 
ver ſeen nor heard of any fuch Perſon as Ei- 
-abeth Canning in Wells's Houſe. Upon. this 
'-irtue Hall, of her own Accord, aftirmed, as 
he doth in her Information in Writing, theſe 
-vO Perſons were introduced into that Room, 
:0 lie there, by Mother Mella, to give a Colqur 
to the Defence which Wells was to make, d 
nich theſe People, in the Preſence 10 Vintue 
It V, had agreed to ſwear too. 2 
1 96 (53-139); 
| Upon this ſome Perform; who, were W 
| were deſirous that this Judith Natus ſhould+ be 
| committed for Perjury'z but I told them that 
f a Proceeding would be contrary to Lan, 
or thet I might” as well commit Virtue Halt, 
pon the Evidence of Judith Natus. Hou 
= wer, as J confeſs 1, myſelf thought her guilty 
x vi Perjury, I gave her ſome little Caution, and 
d her that ſhe ought to be very ſure of the 
Truth 
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Truth of what he ſaid, if ſhe intended) to give 
that Evidence at the Ola Bailey, and Ting dit- 
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the Lord Mayor's Office, he ſent for Canning 
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Fange nit. 


Mr. Fielding hen 1 That be never 
ſaw Virtue Hall but three Times after her De- 
poſition ; ; once, when ſhe was not three Mi- 
nutes in his Preſence, the ſecond Time was in 
the Preſence of Lord Montfort and ſeveral 
other Gentlemen of Faſhion, who ſtaid till ſhe 
had left the Room ; a third was when ſhe was 
brought before him with Canning, to ſeea Man 
taken on Suſpicion of the Robbery, at which 
Time he ſcarce ſpoke to her. He then re- 
lates, That after he was informed that a great 
Number of Affidavits, proving that the Gypſy 
Woman was at Abbotſbury in Dorſelſbire at the 
Time Elizabeth Canning had ſworn ſhe was 
robbed by her at Enfield MWaſb, were arrived at 


once more, and endeavoured, by all Means in 
his Power, to ſift the Truth out of her, and to 
bring her to a Confeſſion if ſhe was guilty; 
but that ſhe perſiſted in the Truth of the Evi- 
dence that ſhe had given, and with the greateſt 
Ape ane of Innocence. 


This is what Juſtice Fielding has N on 
but it is proper that we now 
mention what has been alledged againſt his'Ar- 
guments by Dr. Hill. The Door begins with 

endeavouring 


„ bo hs 
endeavouting to aſſign ſome Cauſe that may be 
imagined the Occafion' of the Girl's'Abſence. 


«© Where a Girl, like this, (ſays he) could 


be, and how employed during the Time, is not 
difficult to imagine. Not with a Lover cer- 
tainly, ſay you ! You would be happy, Sir, if 
all you beg ſhould be allowed you, Not wiel 
a Lover, Sir | Eighteen, let me remind you, 
is a critical Age; and what would not a Wo- 


man do, that had made an Eſcape, to recover 


her own Credit, and ſcreen her Lover, I pre- 
tend to no Knowledge of this, as having been 


the Caſe with Reſpect to the Girl of whom I 


ſpeak ; bur, if we are to reaſon, let us do it 
freely; and what appears ſo likely ? 


The Deſcription ſhe gave of the Room in 


which ſhe had been confined, is urged bywou 


to juſtify ; but, Sir, that Circumſtance / alone 
ought to condemn her. Let me not be under- 
ſtood to ſpeak of that Defcription, whiel; ſhe 


gave after ſhe had ſeen it: That Subtertuce 


may ſerye for the Excuſe of thoſe Who will be 
found to want it. But let us now enquire With 
better Judgment: Let us, Sir, appeal to that 
Account ſhe gave before the ſitting Alderman, 
by whom ſhe was firſt examined; and we [hall 
find it countenance the worſt that can Le 
thought againſt her. Obſerve the Articles. 
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( 90.) 
She deſcribed it to be a dark Room, i in 
which ſhe lay upon the Board; in which 
there was nothing except à Grate with a Gown 
in it; and a fetv Pictures over the Chimney ; 
from which ſhe made her Eſcape by forcing 
down: ſome Boards, and out of which he had 
before diſcovered the Face of a Coachman, 
through certain Cracks in the Side. 


Let thoſe who have ſeen the Room peak 
whether this was a Deſcription of it. They 
will anſwer No. No, not in any one Particu- 
lar. Far from being dart, there are /wo' Win- 
dows nit. Theſe have Caſements which were not 
faſtened, ouc at which ſhe might have efcaped, 


had ſhe been confined in it; fo that pulling 


down of Boards to that Purpoſe could not be 


__neceſfary : Out at theſe alto, 1 ap poſe, ſhe 


might: have ſeen this Coachman, 10 that ſhe 
needed not to peep through Cracks. There 
was no Grate in the Chimney ; ſo that no Body 


could have been guilty of chis moſt houſc- 


wifely Trick of putting a Gown in one: Nor 
were there any Pictures over it. Of the latter 


there Was no Probability to be any, becauſe the 
Houſe had no Profuſion of Furniture, and this 
was a Room of Lumber : And it is palpable 
there could have been no Grate in the Chim. 


ney of a long Time; for the whole Expanſe 


of it Was found covered and overſpread with 


Cobwebs, the” Work of args Generations: of | 


unkvlefed VT | f 
ut 


FWW 

But though chere was not What dhe kad the 
{:w in, the: Chimney, there Was about it, Sir, 
chat which ſhe muſt have ſeen, had ſhe been 
here, and which, had ſhe been there twenty 
eight Days, ſhe muſt have ſeen oftem enough 
to have remembered it; there was a Caſe mem, 
hot up over the Chimney to be out of the 
ay; and this not newly laid there, for it Wπ] ̈! 
ailo fixed to the Wall by Cobwebs " oy. 
Landings. 


If this" were all, Sir, is not this enough to | 
prove ſhe never was in the Place? But this is 
ittle to the reſt. There was a Quaatity: of 
ap, near half a Load, there: "Surely too large 
Matter to have been overlooked, and too im 
portant to have been forgotten: And there 
were a Multitude of Things beſides; ſome if 


not all of which ſhe muſt have remembered Wy F224 


but nat auf ba of all which ſhe mentioned. 
(OL | 16373 0.1268 
Some who went firſt Jown, Neighbauts: and 
Mew of Credit, who went to countenance, and 
to ſupport hex, had heard her Account of the 


Room, and when they ſaw it, were convinced 


that her Deſeription did not at all belong to it 
chey gar her up. and they are to be found to 
ſay nd. Sov who. were tod officious,., eager 1 
e have the Story true, becauſe themſchves, be», 
lieved it, got there before her alſo.q; theſe, 
when they had heard the 1 Te, 1 
Fa "i the 18 to W ſter ſome: 
onverſation 
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Converſation with her; after, for, if 1 thay 
have Leave to conjecture from the Circum- 
ſtance, that. is the leaſt that can be ſuppoſed, 
aſlcing her it there was not Hay there; * that 
is, in Effect, after telling her there was, and 
that ſhe ſhould have ſaid ſo ; rode back, and, 

with Huzza's of T riumph; cricd they were all 
right yet; for ſhe ſaid now there was Hay in 
the Room. Was this. or could it be an Evi- 
dence of Weight with the Impartial? The 
beſt Way to determine is to aſk one's ſelf the 
Queſtion, What would it have been to you 
who are now reading of it ? | 


But let me call up fairly the reſt of Four 
Arguments: You ſhall not ſay I deal partially 
with you, by omitting, any that ſeem to'your- 
ſelf cf Importance; and you ſhall hear the 
World ſay, ſo much I'll anſwer for them, that 


they are one as important and as concluſive as 
the other. tb 


You have ſuppoſed the Girl not wxleked 
enough to have deviſed ſuch a Deceit: That, 
GOD and her own Heart alone can tell; and 
nyither you nor I have, Right to judge of it. 
But you add, and * we both may judge of, 


bf 1 hat 


* This was abſolutely denied by the perſon on 
Oath at the late Tryal ; who declared, That ſhe firſt 
mentioned Hay being in the Room to him, and that 


he did not give ber the leaſt Hint of any Thing in 
the Room. 


1 
That you do not ſuppoſe her witty enough to 
have invented the Story. I give you Joy, Sir, 
of your own Wit, for thinking ſo! 1 am very 

far from entertaining an high Opinion of the 
Girl's Intellects; but ſuch as they are, I think 
the Story tallies with them : None but a Fool 
could have deviſed ſo bad a one. © 


But I ſhall follow you through ſome more 
of theſe your ſuppoſed Improbabilities ; and 
ſhew: you they all as probable as theſe. That 
the ſhould fix upon a Place fo far from Home, 
is one of them. That may have been the very 
Reaſon why ſhe ſixed upon it: To me it 
would have ſeemed much more ſtrange, if ſhe 
had fixed on one that was nearer. The farther 
olf, the farther from Detection. 


That Mrs. Wells's Houſe ſhould be particu- 
larly hit upon, ſeems ſtrange to you. But 
Mrs. Wells's was a Houſe of evil Fame, and 
chere was no other ſuch about the Neighbpur- 
hood: The Improbability mult needs be, 
therefore, that of her fixing upon any other, 


We are aſked, How ſhould ſhe know this 
louſe, as ſhe approached it? No Body ever 
heard that ſhe did know it, as ſhe approached : 
And forthe famous Queſtion, How ſhe could, 


among a Number of People, fix upon the. 


Gyp/y whom ſhe had particularly deſcribed be- 
tore, as the Perſon that had robbed her? The 
| Anſwer 


| ( 94 ) 

Anſwer is a very fatal and ſevere one; it is that 
ſhe had not particalarly deſeribed her before. It 
is palpable ſhe never ſpoke of her even as a 
Gyp/y, though no Woman ever poſſeſſed the 
Colour and the Character of that ſingular Peo- 
ple ſo ſtrongly: Nor had ſhe given any parti- 
cular Account of her Face; which, had ſhe 
ever ſeen it before, muſt have been remem- 
bered ; for it is like that of no HumanCreature,* 
The lower Part of it is affected moſt remark- 
ably by the Evil: The under Lip of an enor- 
mous Thickneſs ; and the Noſe ſuch as never 
before ſtood in a Mortal Countenance. 

But theſe are Trifles : You'll give me up all 
theſe : I know you will ; for you'll do every 
Thing you muſt. You'll give all this and 
laugh at the Advantage. The Strength is yet 
behind: Theſe are the Out-works ; but J ſhall 
overthrow your Citadel. This Evidence of 
Hall, you have reſerved to the End; and I 
have reſerved it too. Let us now. ſtate it fairly. 
I'll give it all the Strength you can deſire; and 
when J have done ſo, I will ſhew you, but that's 
unneceffary ; PI] explain to the World, how 
all its falſe Strength was derived to it. Let us 
here take it in the whole. | 

The Account of the TranſaCtion, * Re- 1 
ſpect to the Robbery, you argue muſt be true, 
| becauſe Canning and Hall relate it both alike. 
But all Men fee how weak an Argument that 
| is. 
Our Readers will be better able to judge of the Countenance of. - 


| - theGre>y, by the Picture of her that we ſhall give Gratis, which 
. will be a true Likeneſs. 
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i: I will not- ſuppoſe Mr, Fielding can be 
guilty of deſigning to impoſe upon the 
orld in this or any Part of the Caſe which he 
1.15 publiſhed; and therefore I will call it only a 
ak Argument. Let us conſider the Circum- 
/.inces-under which theſe: Accounts were pro- 
red, and we ſhall ſee they could not be other» _ . 
e than perfectly alike; even though they 
both were falſe. | | 


— 


We, who ſuppoſe the Convict innocent, be- 
ve the Account of Canning to be a concerted 
lan, long laboured, and well inculcated. That 
ne ſhould not vary herſelf in the relating it, 
ill not therefore be wondertul: And 1 ſhall 
ow you Council! for you are not here acting 
any other Character; that if the Evidence 
{/all had made a free and voluntary Confeſſion, 
without Fear, and without Conſtraint, and this 
Confeſhon had in all Points confirmed the Ac- 
unt of the other; and if ſhe had before 
known nothing of her Story, there would have 
en- all the Argument and all the Weight in 
that you would have us grant. 


But let me aſk you, Sir, for none know bet- 
ter than you do, Were theſe the Circumſtances 
that Confeſon ? I need not aſk you: Your 
Pamphlet contradicts it. She refuſed to con- 
s any ſuch Thing, you tell us ſo vourſelf, 
rroughout ſix Hours of ſtrong Sollicitation, 
and ſhe conſented to do it at lalt ; Why: of ets 

| | F la ys, 


E 
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ſays, and you ſay the ſame, it was becauſe ſhe 
was elle to be proſecuted as a Felon, 


Let us ſuppoſe the Story as we think it : An 
innocent and an ignorant Creature ſaw Perjury 
ſtrong againſt herſelf : She ſaw a Priſon the 
immediate Conſequence : She ſuppoſed the 
Oaths that prevailed againſt her Liberty, tho! 
innocent, might alſo prevail againſt her Life, 
though innocent; and, to ſave herſelf from the 
Effects of this Perjury, ſhe ſubmitted to ſup- 
port the Charge it made againſt others; agaiaſt 
thoſe whom ſhe ſuppoſed condemned without 
her Crime, and whom ſhe thought too certain 
ot Deſtruction to be injured by any Thing ſhe 

added. 


That this was the Caſe, her own Account, 
that of the World, and even yuur's, concur to 

rove ; nav, and the very Conſequences prove 
it. If ſhe had ſworn the Truth at this Time, 
is it, or can it be ſuppoſed, that, unawed and 
uatempree, (for I had no Authority, and the 
Lord May or nas Teſtimony that he uſed none 
with her,) is it to be ſuppoſed that ſhe would 
have gone back from it to Failchood ! and that 
ſhe would have done this at a Time when it 
might have been deſtructive to herſe]t ; and 
when it could only tend to let loofe upon her 
thoſe whom the had injured, and thoſe whom 
ſhe always affected at leaſt to fear ? Certainly 
ſhe would not. There could be in Nature no 
| Motive 


LG 9 


Motive to her doing it; and the moſt rational 


do not act without ſome Impulſe. 


But let us aſk the Queſtioa on the other 


Part! We ſhal} then find it anſwered eaſiiy. 


Let us ſuppoſe we ſee, for *tis moſt certain we 


dio ſee ſuch a one, a Herſon who had been awed. 
by her Ignorance, and Fears, into ſwearing a 


{-alſehood ; after having firit voluntarily de- 
clared, in the ſame Cale, that which was the 
Truth: We ſee her conſcious that, by that 
Oath, ſhe had procuredthe Sentence of Death 
againſt a Perſon whom the knew to be inno- 
cent; and we ſhall not wonder at the Conſe- 
quence. Who is there lives, ſo abandoned, 
that he can ſay he never felt a Pang of Conſcr- 


cance ? The Ideot, the Atheiſt, would in vain ' 


attempt to perſuade Men of it. Suppoſe what 
mne had thus {worn to be falſe, as there are now 
a Multiplicity of Proots that it all was falſe, 
what are we to imagine muſt be the Conſe- 
quences ? Unqueſtionably, Terror, Anguith, 

and Remorſe ; Wiſhes to ſpeak, and Eagerneſs 
to do it. W here! is the Wonder then that ſhe 
hould ſnatch at the firlF Opportunity; that 


{1e ſhould be perſuaded to do it, even by the 
moſt Uneloquent ! Where the Wonder that 
ag ſhould thus go back into that Truth which 


ſhe had late denied; and when the had con- 
ieſſed the Perjury, declare and teftity (for ſhe 
did much more than declare it) her Heart at 
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( 98 ) 
Ease from that which had been a Burthen and a 
Diſtreſs intolerable and inſupportable. 


This ſhe declares to be the Fact; and what 
can be more natural ? There is as much Face 
of Truth in her Recantation ſeen in this Light, 
as there would be Abſurdity if it were looked 


upon in another. 


But their Informations, you repeat, are ſo 
alike ! Sir, I muſt tell you, they are too like: 
Why do not you alſo fee it? Indeed the Term 
lie is improper; they are not like, for they 
are in Effect the ſame : And farther, which is 
an Oblervation that muſt ſting fomewhere, 
though theie their Informations are thus like, 
their Evidence upon the Tryal was not fo. 
That we may know whether theſe could be fo 
like without having a common Truth for their 


Foundation, let us examine into the Circum- 
ſtances. 


Had Virtue Hall ever heard the Story of 
Canning before ſhe gave this Information? For 
if ſhe had, allowing it all to be falfe, ſhe would 
aſſuredly male it like her's, by repeating the 
fame Circumitances. Let us enquire then, 
whether ſhe had ever heard the Story? Yes, 
ſhe had heard it many Times, It appears by 
der Account, and by the Concurrence of all 
other Teſtimonies, that ſhe had heard it from 
Canning's own Mouth at Z»field on the 1ſt of 


February ;, 
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February; on the ſame Day alſa ſhe ſays he 
heard it, and undoubtedly he did, at Mr. he- 
maker's : For, eight Days after this, the Story 
of this Canning, as herſelf had repeated it now 
twice in the Hearing of this Hall, was pub- 
liſhed in the News-Vapers, to raiſe Subſcrip- 
tions. Hall can read; or, if ſhe could not, 
ſhe had Ears, and ſhe mult have /heard this 
from all who came to her. | 


Now let us ſee when *twas ſhe gave this 
weighty Information. *Twas after all this 
Opportunity of knowing what it was Canning 
ſaid ; *twas on the fourteenth of February, and 
not before, that ſhe was examined by Mr. Field- 
ing. There, as himſelf informs us, ſhe was 
under Examination from Six to Twelve at 
Night, and then, after many hard Struggles 
and ſtout Denials, ſuch are his own Words, 
She did, what 2 Why ſhe put her Mark to an 
Informativn, and ſwore what it contained was 
true. What it contained, was the fame that 
contained, which had before been ſworn by 
Canning. The ſame Perſon drew both; and 
that not the Magiſtrate, no, nor his Clerk: 
Who then ?--- Why the Attorney who was en- 
gaged to manage the Fun 


Now, Syllogiſt, where is your an . 
Can two Perſons who ſwear the ſame Thing 
agree in all Particulars, and yet that Thing be 
falſe ? Yes certainly, if one has heard the 
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other's Story: As certainly if the ſame Hand 
drew up both the Informations, and both that 


ſwear are perjured. This is the true State of 


the Queſtion :- You beg too much, as you have 
put 1t. 


But let us ſee how theſe, who agreed ſo well 
in the written Informations, agreed in verbal 
Evidence, We ſhall find they did not coin- 
cide in that; and we ſhall find a Court of Juſ- 
tice is not ſatisfied with a few Queſtions. 


. Let thoſe who would know this, examine 
the printed Tryal: They will, in that, find 
Canning ſwearing that no Body came into the 
| Room all the Time {he was there, and that ſhe 
found the Pitcher there: And they will find 
Hall ſwearing that the Pitcher was put into the 
{| Room three Hours afterward by the Gypſy. 
i They will find, though both agree in the Fact, 
| yet a Difference in the Circumſtances even 
[ of the Robbery : Canning twears the two Men 
| took her Stays and went out, while ſhe was yet 
| | below; but Hall ſwears this was done after ſhe 


was put up into the Room. 


KB None will wonder, Sir, that Informations 
thus taken, and under theſe Circumſtances, ' 
ſhould agree in all Things, .even though both 
| were falſe; nor was it poſſible for the Jury, 
on hearing the Evidence of both agreeing in 
general with theſe Informations, to do _ 
nan 


(' 10), ) 
than find the Accufed guilty. None wonder'd 
at it, nor will wonder: None were ever weak 
enough, or wicked enough, to reflect: upon 
them. But although they ſaw nothing to con- 
tradict the Truth of all this Swearing, you did, 
and you acknowledge it : , You acknowledge 
there came before you ſomething to contradict 
it, and it deſerved its Weight. 


Canning's Story appeared improbable z all 
reſted upon the Evidence of Hall: And there 
was given to you, againſt that Evidence, the 
Oath of Judith Natus, one not belonging to 
the Gypfics, and whom you have not any Rea- 
ſon to apprehend belonging to them; an honeſt 
Woman, Wife of an honeſt Labourer, who, 
with her Huſhand, lay in the very Room in 
which the Girl pretended to have been con- 
fined, during the whole Time of that alledged 
Confinement, Here was the Evidence of a 
Perſon of honeſt Character, and quite diſinter- 


eſted, againſt. that of Virtue Hall, confeſſed of | | i 


bad Character, and deeply intereſted. This 
Oath, Sir, you will find was Truth : It will be 
ſeen : It will be proved that it was ſo, by. Evi- 
dence the moſt inconteſtible. In the mean 
Time, let me, in the Name of Virtue and Im- 
partiality, aſk the whole World whether this 
free Oath of an unconcerned Perſon, or the 
hardly-obtained Information of -one who was 


intercſted, and had the Alternative only of that "Wk 
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Information or a Priſon, deſerves the moſt Re- 
ſpect ? | 
You aſk, Sir, why this Woman, and with her 


this Huſband, were not produced upon the 


Tryal? You tell us you can give but one An- 
{wer to this, and that you conceal ; Sir, I can 
give another, and it ſhall ſtand openly. The 
Reaſon is a plain, and *tis a dreadful one. They 
were ſubpæna'd, and they were ready at the 
Court ; but the Mob without Doors had been 
ſo exaſperated againſt all that ſhould appear on 
the Part of the Accuſed, that they were pre- 


vented from getting in, and treated themſelves , 
like Criminals.” | 


Having thus very impartially given what 
Mr. Fielding and Dr. Hill have laid on this 
Subject, our Readers, in comparing them toge- 
ther with alittle Attention, wil! eaſily perceive 
which Side appears in the moſt favourable 
Light. We now proceed to give what Dr. 
Cox, a Phyſician of great Reputation in Lon- 
don, has ſaid ; who took the Pains himſelf of 
examining into many material, though private. 
Circumſtances, which regarded the Affair. Dr. 
Cox begins with the Character of the Girl. 

* The Character of Elizabetb Canning (lays 
he) is well ſupported by ſeveral Tradeſmen of 
Probity and Integrity in the Neighbourhood of 


 Aldermanbury, who have known her from her 


Childhood, 


Upon the late Tryal Fortune Natus owned, that the Reaſon he 
did not appear was, that he was not called. | 


( 203 ) 
Childhood, the Daughter of an induſtrious 
working Man, ſome Time ſince dead, who 
left behind him a Widow, a Woman of an ho- 
neſt Character, with five Children. The el- 
deſt, Elizabeth Canning, is now near nineteen 
Years of Age, her Perſon plain, and ſhort of 
Stature: She has lived as a Servant Maid for 
ſome Years paſt in the Neighbourhood, with- 
out any Reproach upon her Character. Her 
Jait Maſter, Mr. Lyon, a Carpenter in Alder- 
manbury, a Perſon in Years, and of a ſolid Re- 
putation, with whom ſhe lived at the Time of 
the Robbery, ſpeaks of her as a ſober and vir- 
tuous Girl, diligent and conſtant in her Buſt- 
neſs, and think: that himſelf and his Wile 
could almoſt account for every halt Hour of 
her Time that ſhe lived with them, which was 
about ten or twelve Weeks. In much the 
ſame Manner is ſhe ſpoken of by the other Fa- 
milies where ſhe was Servant, particularly by. 
Mr. Wintlebury, who keeps the Weavers Arms, 
a very reputable Publick -Houſe in Alderman- 
bury, with whom ſhe lived near two Years, and 


behaved with remarkable Os es 4 [| 


and Diligence, 


It was this general good Character of the ll 
Girl, joined to their Perſuaſion of the Juſtice If 
ot her Cauſe, that induced the neighbouring 
Tradeſmen, to the Number of ſeven or eight, 
to unite in her Defence; and itis the ſame ge- 
nerous Diſpoſition of Hcart that ſtill * 

them 
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them to declare, that, while they have the ſame 
Reaſon to think her innocent, they ſhall con- 


tinue to protect her, in cafe ſhe ſhould be again 


attacked, notwith{tanding that her Defence has 

already proved very expenſive to them. Her 

Underſtanding appears moderate; ſhe has a 
1 _ * * * * 

remarkable Simplicity in her Anſwers to Quel- 

tions one puts to her, and appears to have no 


Intention of Guile or Deceit in any Thing the 
ipeaks. | 


Such a Character as 'this, even in the low 
State of Life in which this Girl i 1s placed, de- 
ſerves Eſteem. Virtue is not the Attribute 
alone of the Wiſe, the Learned, or the Rich; 
it is a Diſtinction as truly worthy in the obſcure 
Station of Servitude, as in the moſt exalted 
Rank'ot Honours and Dignities, and the Poſ- 
icifor a much entitled to the Protection of 
Provi ace, (this poor Girl has amply expe- 
rienced 1t) as though it was accompanied with 
every Convenience or Superſuity of Life. It 


ſuch a Character then could be wicked enough 


to have invented her Story, and to ſupport | it 


afterwards with Perjury, and an Intention of 


Murder, as ſhe mult have known the Crime 


ſhe charged the Gypſy with was Capital, her 


Tranſition from Goodneſs to Wickedneſs muſt 
have been amazingly ſudden, contrary to com- 
mon Oblervation, which teaches that the Pro- 
greſs of Vice is, for the moſt Part, gradual. 


Let 
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Let any one now in a higher Station of Life 
apply what has been ſaid to a Daughter of their 
own, dutiful to her Parents, decent; modeſt, 
and virtuous, and with the Appearance of 
cvery other good Quality of her Station; and, 
bringing this clole Home to themſelves, let 
them reflect, whether they ſhould ſuſpect ſuch 
a Daughter of ſuch deliberate Iniquity ? On 
the contrary, had. fuch a Daughter related the 
ame Story, and ſolemaly too before a Court of 
{udicature, in the Preſence of, and with an 
/\\ppeal to Almighty GOD, whether it would 
not have gained eaſy Credit from them, and 
engaged them and their Friends in the zealous 
Protection of her. 

I proceed next to prove, by proper Teſtimo- 
nies, the Falſehood of ſome of the Slanders 
that have been thrown out againſt her. x 

1825 

And here, I hope, I ſhall be excuſed for re- 
-1:1ng, in ſo circumſtantial a Manner, the Exa- 
minations I made, as I was not willing the Teſ- 
timonies ſhould reſt upon the mere Perſuaſion 
Oo! my own Mind, aad my . ſingle Declaration 
chereupon, without ſhewing upon what Grounds 
they were built, Beſides, it appears to me, 
that the Public, in an Addreſs of this Nature, 
12S a Right to the ſame Sort of Evidence 
that a Court of Judicature demands, which 

always 
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always expects a Witneſs to explain himſelf 
without Reſerve. 


On Monday, April 9, 1752, at the Deſire of 
a Gentleman of Fortune, a particular Friend, 
I went to Mr. Marſhal's, a Cheeſe-monger in 
Fore-ſtreet, where Elizabeth Canning dwelt, to 
enquire into the Foundation of a Report, every 
where ſtrongly aſſerted, that a Midwife had 
made Information before the Lord Mayor, 
that ſhe had viſited the Mother of Elizabeth 
Canning a few Days after the Girl's Return 
Home, had ſeen her Shift, and that it was too 
clean to have been worn ſo long as had been 
pretended. | 


I ſent for Mrs. Canning, the Mother of the 


Girl, to Mr. MarſhaPs Houſe ; and in his Par- 


lour, in the Preſence of himſelf and another 
Tradeſman of the Neighbourhood, examined 


her concerning this Matter. I began with 
ſome Queſtions ſomewhat remote trom the 


main Point, as how many Children ſhe had 


had? what Kind of Labours ? and who was 


her Midwife ? To all which ſhe replied. I 
then aſked her, if ſhe had ſeen her Midwife 


ſince the Girl's Return? She ſaid the Midwite 


had called upon her a few Days after her Re- 
turn. TI then enquired, without offering any 


leading Queſtions, whether the Midwife had 


ſcen, and laid any Thing about her Daughter $ 


Shift? 9 the Purport of Mrs. Canning's 


Anſwers 
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Anſwers was as follows, viz.---That the Mid- 


wiſe deſired to ſee the Girl's Shift which ſhe 
came Home in, that ſhe examined it, and ſaid 
ſhe would make Oath, that from the Appear- 
ance of the Shift, the Girl had had no Com- 
merce with Men, nor any Diſtemper, or other 


Diſcharge, for that the Shift was free from all- 


Kinds of Stains, or uſed Words to this general 
fect. TI then aſked her, if the Midwife ex- 
preſſed any Doubt of that Shift's being the 


Shift the Girl had worn ſo long; and ſhe re- 


plied No, not in the leaſt. I then aſked Mrs. 
Canning whether ſhe believed the Shift was her 
1avghter's, and the ſame Shift ſhe had on, on 

New-Year's Day ? She replied, ſhe knew the 
Shift very well, that it was a coarſe Shift with 
ſeveral Patches i in it, and that ſhe was ſure it 
was her Daughter's Shift, and believed ſhe went 


out in that Shift on New-Year's Day. I queſ- 
tioned her as to the Soil upon the Shift, and 
whether ſhe thought it was dirty enough to have 
vecn worn ſo many Days? And ſhe anſwered, 


was very dirty at the Sleeves and Neck, but 


cleaner in the Body, and to her Belief might 


have been worn ſo long. I aſked her about 
ler Daughter's Behaviour to her, and ſhe ſaid 
ihe was a very good Girl, and had 0 been 
the beſt of Children: 


1 enquired if any other Perſon was preſent 
when the Midwife was with her, and ſhe nam'd 
to me one Mrs. Woodward, who | is a Broker in 


Goods 
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Goods in the Neighbourhood. I deſired Mrs. 
Woodward might be ſent for, and ſhe came to 
me immediately. I put Mrs. Canning out of 
the Room, and aſked Mrs. Hoodward the ſame 
Kind of Queſtions, relating to the Midwite's 
[nſpettion of the Shift, which I had put to 
Mrs. Canning, and her Anſwers correſponded 
in every Particular, as to the Soil upon the 
Sleeves and Neck of the Shift, the Freedom 
from Stains on the lower Parts, and the Decla- 
ration of the Midwife, who, Mrs. H/oodward 
believed, by her Manner of 'exprefling herſelf, 
had no Doubts at that Time about the Girl's 
Innocence. 


Both Mrs. Canning and Mrs. Woodward ap- 
peared to me very decent, modeſt Women, 
and have, as the Tradeſmen intormed me, the 
Characters of very honeſt, induſtrious People : 
From whence, and from the Readineſs and 
Simplicity of their Anſwers, I could not help 
being ſatisfied in my own Mind of their Ve- 
racity. 


In a former Viſit I made at Mr. Marſbalbs 
on the goth of March, the firſt Day I ever 
ſaw Elizabeth Canning, I was alone with her, 
and among other Queſtions concerning, her 
Health, I enquired whether befote her going 
from Home on New-Year's Day, ſhe had been 
regular in her Courſes ? She replied, without 


any Kind of Heſitation, that ſhe had not had 


them 


a 3 

them for ebout five Months before. That one 
aht being up at waſhing when ſhe was out of 
Order, ſhe took Cold, and they ceaſed, nor had 
returned again but fince ſhe came Home: 
1hisis no uncommon Caſe with Servants who 
are obliged to dabble in cold Water, the Ob- 
{tructions frequently continuing ſome Months, 
and ſometimes without any great Complaints 
ol Illneſs, I could not help reflecting, when 
the Girl gave me this Anſwer, that if ſhe had 
been cunning enough to have deviſed her whole 
extraordinary Story, in order to cover a private 
Lying-in, as has been cruelly ſuggeſted, and 
with a Levity and Wantonneſs unbecoming 
the Importance of the Suhject, as the reſt of 
the Calumnies againſt her have been, ſhe would 
have been artful enough to have concealed a 
Circumſtance, which might have countenanced 
1 Suſpicion, that the Obſtruction had been of 
longer Duration, and had ariſen from ſome 
other Cauſe than what ſhe had alledged. 


As her Coſtiveneſs has been made one Ob- 
jection to the Truth of her Story, this may be 
a proper Place juſt to mention my Opinion on 
that Head, which is, that this State of her In- 
teſtines was quite natural to her Caſe, as ſhe 
relates it---a kind Providence of Nature, ever 
!o{icitous to ſupport the Body under every 
Emergency of Danger the principal natural 
Cauſe of the Preſervation of her Life, which, 
under ſuch a limited Diet, frequent inteftinal 

: | Evacuations 


- Ws - - 2G 2 


Evacuations would probably have deſtroyed, 
and which Coſtiveneſs might have continued 


ſeveral Months, had her Diet been the ſame : 


Inſtances of long continued Coſtiveneſs are far 
from rare, and are not always to be conſidered 
as morbid Caſes, but frequently a ſalutary Pro- 
viſion of Nature, as before ſaid, in order to the 
Preſervation of Life. The Obſervation is 
within the Experience of moſt Practitioners in 
Phyſic, and it is needleſs here to enter into the 
Theory, as we are profeſſing to depend upon 
Facts, not Speculation, I remember the Caſe 
of a Woman about a Dozen Years ſince, who 
had no inteſtinal or any other capital Evacua- 
tion for at leaſt five or ſix Months before ſhe 
died. And I have lately heard a Gentleman of 
Worth,and Character in the Eaft-India Trade 


declare, that he has known Sailors to be coſ- 


tive for twenty or thirty Days together, when 
reduced, in their Provifions, to Biſcuit and 
Water, as ſometimes 8 to them in long 


Voyages. 


In order to be ſatisfied about two other Pieces 
of Slander, viz. That ſhe had been abſent in 
order to be ſalivated, or that ſhe had retired to 
lie in, I examined, at the Deſire of an eminent 


Council, into theſe Facts. 


On Wedneſday, May 9. looked into 1. 
beth Canning's Mouth, and diſcovered no Marks 
"or Scars, ſuch as are uſually cauled by Mercury 


when 


3 2 id 
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when any one is ſalivated, and therefore declade 
i: my Opinion, as far as the Diſtance of Time 


om her Abſence enables me to judge, that 


ſhe has not undergone a Salivation. Beſides, 
it is ſufficiently teſtified, that when ſhe came 
Home her Skin was in. generai diſcsloured of 
a blackiſh Hye, her Arms retaining that Colour 
on the goth of March, and fome Time after; 
whereas a Salivation leaves the Skin fair and 
pale, Neither indeed is the Time ſhe was ab- 
Int ſufficient for ſuch a Pfoceſs, without leav- 
ing ſome Degree of Spitting and a fore Mouth 
when ſhe came Home, which, on Enquiry, I 
have Reaſon to think was not the Caſe. 


On 7. ueſday, May the 1 5th, I wh with me 
to Mr. Marſhal's Houſe, Mrs. Frances Oakes, 


firſt Midwite to the lying in Hoſpital in Broun- 


/i0-ſtreet, in order to examine whether there 
was any Foundation for the other Report, that 
Hlizabeth Canning had retired to lie- in. 


Mrs. Oakes firſt examined her alone by the 
{:vcral uſual Methods, as ſhe ſaid, of Exa- 
nation, and declared ir to me as her poſitive 
Tudgmentand Opinion, that Elizabeth Canning 
has never had a Child. I was then deſired by 
Mrs. Oakes to examine her Breaſts and Belly, 


v hich with much Reluctance the Girl ſubmitted | 


to; and, according to my Judgment in this 
Caſe, I verily believe ſhe never has had a Child. 
Laſtly, Mrs. Reffiter, a Baker's Wife, and 


Mrs, 


. 
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Mrs. Woodward, a Broker's Wife, both living 
in the Neighbourhood, and Mrs. Canning, Mo- 
ther of che Girl, made a full Examination in 
the Preſence and under the Inſtruction of Mrs, 
Oakes, and all declared their Belief, that Eliza- 
beth Canning never had a Child. 


— 
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As to the other Charges, ſuch as her being 
abſent with a Lover, and the like, one general 
Reply may ſerve for all, Let their Truth be 
proved, and they will not fail of gaining Ai- 
ſent : Every Charge that has been yet brought 
againſt her has fallen to the Ground, and, 1 
imagine, her Adverlaries have now very little 

* Hopes of diſcovering with whom ſhe hath been, 
Or in what other Place, than that ſhEhath ſworn 
to: Though, I own, I think it is in ſome De- 
grec incumbent upon them, at leaſt in Point of 
Conſcience, if not of Law, that, while they 
rely on the Evidence of the Gypſy's Alibi to 
prove her innocent, they ſhould produce ſome 
Evidence of Canning's Alibi, before they pro- 
nounce her guilty. 


The Doctor then ala upon the Confeſ- 
Fon of Virtue Hall, made to. Juſtice Fielding, 
and the Evidence which ſhe gave on the Tryal 
of the Gypſy at the O/d Bailey, That there is 
the ſtrongeſt Proof of its being true, becaule 
ſhe not only gave the ſame Account of every 
Circumſtance as Canning did, whom the had 


never heard examined, but gave an Account of 
| ſeveral 


UA |. 
{-veral conſequential Circumſtances which Cane 
ning neither did or could know any Thing of. And 
he obſerves, That whatever Methods of threat- 
cning Mr. Fielding might uſe, to induce Virtue 
Call to become an Evidence in an Affair in 
which ſhe appeared zo be an Accomplice, he 
could not frighten her to give a falſe Evidence; 
neither could Mr. Salt, Canning*s Solicitor, 
who took down her Information in Writing 
in another Room, in the Preſence of at leatt 
even or eight Perſons, have prompted her 
Confeſſion, becauſe there are ſeveral Parts of 
Hall's Evidence, Mr. Salt could not have 
learned from his Examination of Canning, ſince 
Canning herſelf had never mentioned them, nor 
could have known them. If any one had cor- 
rupted Hall, there muſt be ſome Time ſettled 
for her Corruption; and ſhe muſt have been 
able by this Time to point out the Corruptor, 
and the Reward for Corruption. She ſwore to 
Facts when ſhe was under no Bras with Re- 
ſ pelt to the Matter of her Evidence, and her 
Recantation ſince, merely as ſuch, whether on 
Oath or imple Declaration, does not invalidate 
that Evidence; fince the ſubſequent Teſtimo- 
ny of one, who, while ſhe is making it, declares 
ne was beſore fotſworn, is no Teſtimony at all, 
either in Law or common Senſe. Beſides, her 
i.vidence was declared upon the Oath of one, 
vw hoſe Oath was then voluntary, and who muſt 
know whether what ſhe ſwore was true or falſe, 
and correſponds with the Evidence of the Pro- 
OP ſecutor 


jointly know, and differs only in ſuch Points 


next Day I went to Szoptage.---I drank at 
the ſecond Alehouſe in Baſinp ſtote on the 


the Friday I lay at Bagſhot-beath, at a little 


„ Menday, and on Tueſday or Wedneſday "ſe 
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ſecutor in every material Article they might 


which hey might ſeparately know. 


Dr. Cox then takes Notice of the Contra- 
dictions between the Gypſy and her Witneſſes 
upon her Tryal: * Zebn Giben, he obſerves, 
{wore that the Gypſy was at his Houſe from 
the 1ſt to the Sth of January, New-Style : 
William Clerke (wore he law her at Abbot/Þuryon 
the firſt of January, and on the ninth andtenth 
afterwards: 7%. Grevill of Coom depoſed that 
ſhe was at his Houſe on the 14th of Fanuary, 
Whereas, when the Gypſy was called up to 
receive her Sentence, ſhe gave the Fu 
Account: “ On New-Year's Day I lay 
„ Com, at the Widow Grevil's Roule.--- "The 


e Thurſday in the New-Year's Week. On 


* tiney Houſe on the Heath. -On the Satur- 
„ dayl lay at Old Brentford, at Mr. Edwards's, 
„ whoſells Greens and Small Beer. I could 
have told this before, but one pulled me, and 
* another pulled me, and would not let me ſpeak. 
I Jay at Mrs. Edwards's on the Sunday and 


« I came to Mrs. Wella's Houle.” 


In this Account ſhe plainly * * the 
New- Style, becauſe ſhe ſpeaks of a Thur/day i . 
the 

See Page 57 | 
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the New-Year's Week, which is proper to a 
New-Year's Week that began on Monday, but 
ould be abſurd in one that began on Friday, 
it ſhe had reckoned by the Old-Style. And 


vet this has been ſaid, in order to avoid the * 


Contradiction to her own Witneſſes. 
The Doctor then ſhows, that whether we 
reckon by the Old or the New-Style, theſe two 


Accounts cannot be brought to agree: As for 


Example: 
NEW- STYLE. 


Monday, Jan. 1, The Gypſy ſays ſhe was at 


the Widow GreviPs at Coom. 
Gibon ſays ſhe was that Day 
at his Houſe at Abbor/bury, 


Tueſday ------ 2, She fays lhe was at Stoptage. 


Wedneſday -- 3, Not accounted for by her. 
Thurſday - 4, Her third Day's Journey, 


drank at the ſecond Ale- 1 ; 


houſe in Baſingſtoke. 


5 2 „„ 


| ſhot-beath. 
datu rday EY 6, 


Sunday, ---- 7, ford. | 


Monday — 8, 15 
19 JMWent from Edwards's to 

| Mrs. Vell's Houſe at Eu- 
Tueſday --- 95 | feeld.--Gibon and Clarke ſay 
Or \ 


e , ſhe was at Abbotſbury till 
Wedneſday 10, | 


. 


nuary, and Grevill ſays the 


Lay at Edwards's at Brent= | 


the ninth or tenth of 74 


lay at Coom the fourteenth. . 
Or 


5. Lay at a little Houſe on 3az·- 
1 1 Wee 5 238; ; 


. 
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Orp-SxrvLE. 


an. 
wy Friday, -»- She lay at Widow Gre- 
vill's Houſe at Coom. 
Grevill ſays ſhe came 
here on the fourteenth, 
bit and ſtaid one Night. 
1 2.---13 Saturday, -- Was at Szoptage. 
| | 3.— 14 Sunday, Not accounted for. 
ab 7 18 Monday, -- The third Day's Jour- 
| ney, which ſhe calls 
Thurſ/dayinNew- Year's 
Weck, by Old-Style is 
Monday. 
8.16 Tueſday, -- The Friday ſhe came to 
Bagſbot- heatb. 
6.17 Wedneſday, 75 Saturday, Sunday 


8 . #4 - __ 
_ 
— — - 


5.4 _—_ _ — 
" r 1 * 
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7. —18 Thuriday, and Monday, le ſtay d 
8.—19 Friday, at Edwards's. 
The Tueſday or Wed- 
9.20 Saturday, -» ( neſdayſbe ſays ſhewent 
10.—-21 Sunday, — (to Mother Wells's at 
Enfield. 


Thus it is ſeen that her Account both by 
New and Old-Style contradicts her Witneſſes, 
and by Old-Style is direct Nonſenſe. 


Ul! But the Rev. Mr. Rhudde, Vicar of Porte- 
Jam in Dorſetſbire, in a Letter he wrote to a 
i Member of Parliament on the Occaſion, en- 
Wi. 


bl | deavours 
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deavours to reconcile it in the following Man- 
ner: 


© In Reſpect of the great Difficulty found 
attending this Affair, (ſo far as we have to do 
with itin Vindication of Mary Squires) | mean, 
no other than that of her Calculation of Time; 
by which, ſhe is ſuppoſed to have invalidated, 
| that the Avb21/bury and Coome Witneſſes 
h 10 {worn in her Favour: This, 1 conceive, 
is to be accounted for, upon the Principle of the 
Two Styles, Old and New. Not, however, 
without the Help of a Circumſtance, which . 
has not been, hitherto, ſo generally known ; 
ad which, I ſhall ntrodues, in its Proper 
Place. As ubus: | 
The Abbotſbury W . Gibbons and 
C/arke, reckoning by the New- Style, account 
lor Mary 6quires's Time trom Monday the 
firlt of JOSEY» to Monday the Eighth, inclu- 


live. New STYLE 1---8 
The Porteſham Witneſles, Haines, 
Father and on) account for Tueſdax 9 


The Cpwey Witneſs, Bewley, ac- 
counts for Medneſday, 


The next four Days, (T hur/day, FER | 
day, Saturday. and Sunday) were taken 


in going from-Upwey to Coome, by 
the following Stages, 


They lay under a Hedge, thankder: 
in, a Barn at wwe FORE: 


10 4 
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In a Barn at Martin, near Pentridge, N. ö. 


Saturday 13 
At Coome, at Greville's, the Sign of 
the Lamb, I4 


Then comes Mary Squires, and reckoning 
by the Old Style, (as, it is well known, 7h? 
People out of an illiterate and ill-manner'd 
Oppoſition to Science and their Superiors, as 
uſual, were every where very much diſpoſed to 
do, in keeping Chri/tmas, and all the immediate 
deperlent Feſtivals) then, I ſay, comes Mary 
Squires, and tells us, that ſhe lay at Coome on 
New- Year 5-Day, (O. S.) Sunday O. S. N. S. 

14 

But how do you imagine, Sir, that ſhe 5 
knew it was New-Jear' g- Day, O. 8. 
when ſhe lay at Come? Why really 
by a Method, which would have puz- 
zled us all to have diſcovered, if ſhe 


herſelf had not communicated it. It 


was, in ſhort, Sir, no other than this ve- 
ry ſingular one, viz. That ſe heard the 
People there, wiſhing one another a bap- 
py New Tear. But who fees not, 
that this Way of concluding is, by no 
Means determinate, as to the preciſe 
Day ? (Since, what the refers to, is a 
Compliment it is well known, which 


ſubſiſts much beyond the Limits of New 


Year's Day itlclf,------ The Inference is, 
that (even conſiſtent with her own Ac- - 
count, as well as that of Greville) ſhe 


did 
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did not reach Coome fo ſoon as New | 
Year's Day, fpeaking preciſely, to a 4 
ſingle Day, even according to the Old- 1 
de: Which is, indeed, the more pro- 
hable, on Account of the Diſtance be- 
tween Ridgway Hill Foot and that Vil- 
lage, which is very little, if at all, ſnort 
ot torty Miles. She goes on, and in- 
lorms us, that ſhe came to Stoptage 
as ſhe calls it, that is Stockbridge) theO.S.N. $. 
ncxt Day : which, the above e | 
ing admitted, will be Monday 4 "_ 

That ſhe came to Baſingſtoke the 
Thurſday in the New Year's Week, (i. e. 
her New- Year's Week, ſuppoſing her to 
have lain, as ſhe imagined, at Coom, on 


! 


New-Year's Day) Thurſday | 7 18 
That ſhe lay at Bagſhot- heath on the 5 
Friday. 8 19 


Mrs. Edwards's, on the Saturday, $10 21 


That ſhe lay at Old Brentford, 7 9 20 
Sunday, and Monday following. IT 22 


And, that ſhe came to Mrs. #ellss * 
at Enfield: Waſh, either on the Teepe 5 3 
day or Wedneſday after. 13 * 


So that all ; is as conſiſtent as could be reaſon- | 
ably expected, from a Computation under ſuch 


Circumſtances; I mean, x. carried through 
ſuch a Number of Days; 2. made at a Di- 


itance, i. e. at a Diſtance from the Time when 
the JOY was a 3 3. by different 
Perſons, 
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Perſons, all of the loweſt Oxder, in Reſpect of 
Capacity and Knowledge; and, 4. Theſe 
reckoned by two Methods of Computation, 


Viz. the New and the Old- Style. 


The | Appearance of Contradiction between 
Mary Squires's Account and that of her Wit- 
neſſes, is produced as follows: 


| They all reckon by this Aker: Bb Which 
does not bring her to Coom till Sunday the 14th 
of Januaty, as Grevill depoſes; whereas ſhe. 
herſelt (ſetting out, or beginning her Account, 
from Coom, Where the Compliments of the 
New- Year of the Julgar, ever blindly attach'd 
to old Eſtabliſhments, however erroneous or 
abſurd, ſtruck her, and ſtill, at her Tryal, 
rung, as it were, in her Ears,) reckons by the 
Old He; yet not accurately, or to a Day, 
but, in the Groſs, from the more general Be- 
ginning of the Old Style Lear: What ſhe con- 
ſidered as New- Year's. Day, O. S. miſled, as 
above, by the Compliments of the Seaſon, being 
in Reality no other than the third Day of the 
Month, O. S. that is, as Grevill twears, Sunday 
the 14th, NV. §. 


be above Repreſentation allowed, (and I 
don't ſee how it can be diſputed,) what follows, 
as given by her, not to ſay all that precedes, as 
Maid GOWN by her e is perfectly * | 


* | | Bd; 


and conſiſtent, and ſupports her Alibi to all In- 


tents and Purpoſes. 


Upon which View of Things, Dr. Cox will 
allow me to obſerve, that the Miſtake, in his 
Endeavour to reconcile the Account of I'ime 
given by Squires and her Witneſſes, lies, I ap- 
prehend, here: That he endeavours this Re- 
conciliation by the two Styles, ſcparately con- 
ſidered; attempting it firſt by the New, and 
then by the Old. Whereas the only Way, I 


apprehend, of bringing out this Accommoda- 


tion, is by referring to both Styles as above, in 
continued Connection: That is to ſay, Firſt, 


Oy luppoſing (as was the certain Fact) that 


Mary Squires ſpent the firſt fourteen Days of 
the New-Style Year between Abvot/oury and 


Com; and then, Secondly, that ſhe begins her 
Account of the Year again at Coom, (miſled as 


above) and ſo reckons on by the Days of the 
Week, till ſhe arrived at Enfeld-Hajp. 


Things being conſidered in this View, the 
Accommodation between Mary Squires's Ac- 
ant, and the Depoſitions of her Witneſſes, 
comes out as conſiſtent as can be reaſonably ex- 
pected, 
120ve-mentioned allowed for. 


For further Satisfaction, pleaſe to ſee the 


Poſicript annexed : In which this Reconcilia- 


tion of the different Accounts of Time, given 
M | Ws 


all the embarraſſing Circumſtances. 


C724 } 
by Sguires and her Witneſſes, is exhibited, it is 
preſumed, with ſomewhat more Preciſion and 


Evidence; and will appear, as it were, by In- 
ipection. 


> O r U‚— 


Accounting for Mary Sqaires's Time from her 
| coming ro Abbotſbury, Derjet, to her Arri- 
val at Enfield- M aſb, Middleſex. 


O. S. Ne 
Monday, Dec. 21. Jan. 1. 


Left Lytton, and came to Abbotſbury, five 
Miles. 


Monday, Dec. 28. 8. 


Continued at Abi,, as almoſt the whole 
Town can witneſs to. 


Tueſday, Dec. 29. 9. 

Left Apbo:/bury, and came to Porteſbam, one 

Mile. Lay at Frampton's, the Chequer. 
Wedneſday, Dec. 30. 10. 

Left Porteſtam, and came to Ridgeway- hill 
Foot, in the Pariſh of Uptwey, four Miles. 
Lay at Betoley's, the Sloop. 

Friday, Jan. 1. 12. 


Lay in a Barn at Chetzle, 
Saturday, Jan. 2. 13. 


Lay in a Barn ac Martin, near Pentridge. 
Sunday, Jan. 3. 14. 
Lay at Coom, at Widow e the Lamb. 


Monday, 


N 
O. S. N. S. 
Monday, Jan. 4. 15. 

Came to Stoptage, (i. e. Stockbridge) which 
is eighteen Miles from C nm. 

Tueſday, Jan. 5. 16. 
Wedneſday, Jan. 6. 17. 
Not accounted for. 
Thurſday, Jan. 7. 18. 

Came to Baſingſtoke, (drank at the ſecond 
\\lchouſe} which is about ninetcen Miles from 
Stockbridge. 

Friday, Jan. 8. 

Lay at Bagſbot heath: Bag ſhot is nineteen. 
Miles from Baſing ſtoke. 

Saturday, Jan. 9. 20. 

Lay at Old Brentford, at Mrs. Edwards's 1 _ 
which is about nineteen Miles from Bag bot. 

Sunday, Jen. 10. 21. 
Lay at ditto. | 
Monday, Jan. 11. 22, 
Lay at ditto. 
Tueſday, Jan. 12. 23. 
Wedneſday, Jan. 13. 24. 

On one of theſe Days, Mary Squires ſays ſhe. 
came to Mrs. Wells's at Enfield Waſb; winch 
is about twenty Miles from Brentford, by the 
Way of London. 

It is very obſervable, that Mary Squires, in. 
os Account of her Journey from Coom (where 

ihe begins her Rout) to Enfield Maſb, always 
reckons by the Days of the Week, and not by 
the Days of the Month; unleſs in her firſt ſet- 


2 | a ting iN 
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ting out, when indeed ſhe mentions New-Year*s 
Day. And] very much ſuſpect, t that, though 
near fourſcore Years old, ſhe does not know 
the Number, Names, and Order, of the ſeveral 
Calendar Months of the Year. And, if her 
Acquaintance with Time is ſo very narrow 
and limited, no Wonder her Account reſpect- 
ing it ſhould be found correſpondent, 


Beſides Dr. Cex, Mr. Solas Dodd, an emi- 
nent Surgeon in London, has wrote in Eliga- 
beth Canning” s Favour, and endeavoured to 
ſhow, upon plyſcal Grounds, the Poſſibility 
of her ſubſiſting tor ſo long a Time on ſo ſmall 
a Quantity of Food, and that ſhe ſhould at 
laſt have Strength enough to walk ten Miles to 
her Mother's Houle. 


© In order to account for the firſt, (ſays he) 
it is proper to conſider the State of her Body 
at the Time ſhe was carried off. She was a 
hearty Girl, ſanguine, and of a florid Counte- 
nance z he had been accultomed throughout 
her Life to a Deficiency of Liquid Aliment, 
having for many Years ſcarce taken half a 
Pint of Liquid in twenty-four Hours; and 
conſequently to a coſtive Habit of Body, and 
as if ſhe had been prediſpoſed tor ſuch a De- 
privation of Food, ſhe for five preceeding 
Months had had the common Feinale Benefit 
totally obſtructed. This happened. by Reaſon 
of her flceping great Part of a Night, in a 
; damp 
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damp Stone Kitchen; which ſhe did, fearing 
the Watchman might not call her up early 
enough to waſh. All this premiſed, it will, to 
any Gentleman acquainted with the Animal 
Faculties, appear the more probable why ſhe. 
{ſhould be able to live upon fo ſmall a Quan- 
ti:y vt Food. Let me not be miſunderſtood, 
I would not infer that a Perſon might thrive 
upu: Fuch a Pittance, or even retain the Fleſh 
thy had, upon fuch Dieting ; but that Life 
mig (ut be preſerved thereby, is not to be 
dorbred, eſpecially when all Things are conſi- 
dered. The Quantity of Water, if propor- 
tioned to the 1 ime ſhe ſtaid there, was little 
luſs than her uſual Quantity of Liquid, which, 
if we reckon at halt a Pint every ewenty-four 
Hours, was but a little above a Gallon and 
a half; and ſhe declares, and by the Size of 
the Pitcher it appears it might hold about five 
Quarts: Then in a whole Month there is bur 
four halt, Pints below her uſual Quantity, 
therefore the Want-of that Article could not 
be to her inſupportable, however it might to 
thoſe who are accuſtomed to drink a greater 
Quantity of tiquids. The Quantity of her 
Food was (allowing it to be about the Quan- 
tity of a Quartern Loaf) four Pounds and near 
a half in twenty-ileven Days, that is about 
5 Qunces in twenty-four Hours, a ſurpriz- 

Thing when thought upon ! Now, as ſhe 
bad no Stool, there could be no more Expence 
to be recruited, than what uſually ariſes from 


| Bd inſenſible 
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inſenſible Perſpiration; and to make a Calcu- 
lation of what Waſte of Body ſhe could ſuf— 
ter, we mult conſider the uſual Waſte of a 
moderately healthtul Body, The learned S$arc- 
torins hath oblerved the Night and Day to 
carry off in Stool and by Urine thirty Ounces, 
and by Perſpiration fifty Ounces. There 

ſhould ſome Allowance be made for the Diffe- 
rence of eat in his Climate, and our's, which 
will leſſen the Perſpiration five out of fitty. 
Now he fays likewile, that Fear and Sorrow 
cloſe the Pores, ard hinder the Freedom of 
Perlpiration. Admit alſo, that Inaction which 
the Girl was forced to bear, and I believe the 
Quantity of perſpirable Matter ariſing from 
her while confined, muſt be fixed at about as 
many torty Ounces, as ſhe abided Days; then 
there was ſixty- ſeven Pounds eight Ounces to 
recruit, loſt by Perſpiration, for the Evacuation 
by Urine was very ſmall, and that by Stool 
totally ſtopped. Reckoning theretore the Quan- 
tity of Bread and Water to weigh fourteen 
Pounds and a half, by ſubſtracting that from 
the ſixry-ſeven Pounds eight Ounces expended, 
there will be a Deficiency of fifty-three Pounds. 
Now it muſt be allowed that the additional 
Quantity of Blood ariſing from the aforemen- 
tioned Obſtruction, muſt be about forty-eight 
Ounces, or three Pounds; none of which 
could be ſuppoſed to turn to Excrement, there- 
fore admitting a Want of fifty-three Pounds, 
this mult ſupply three thereof, and leave _ 
| tota 
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total Waſte to be fifty Pounds; but the Mat- 
ter of Perſpiration being partly ſuperfluous 
Matter, we may, without any Injury to Truth, 
fx her Loſs of Subſtance at two Fitths, and 
lay ſhe was waſted twenty Pounds. This, to 
de ſure, is a dreadful Quantity to loſe in leſs 
chan one Month; but have we not ſeen almoſt 
twice as much Waſte in a Conſumption in the 
ſame Time; and have not Fevers, Fluxes, 
and Acute Dileaſes, waſted Perſons more re- 
markably ? And itis true, ſhe felt the Effects of 
ihis Waſte in a moſt ſenſible Manner; her 
Body was emaciated, and a little longer Conti- 


nuance of Starving (as it may very jultly be 


called) would have certainly been mortal. 


I am told by her (and I have the greateſt 


Reaſon to believe her, having in the Navy been 


Witneſs of ſimilar Caſes) that ſhe had, after a 
little Time, no Spur to Eating, but Faintneſs 
and Deſire of Preſervation, all the Calls of 
Hunger being in a Manner gone off. Let the 
immediate Cauſe of Hunger be what it will, 
that Cauſe, after a few Days, is taken away; 
for, if it is cauſed by the Attrition of one 
Side of the Stomach to the other, a Continu- 


ance of that Attrition will blunt Senſation, and 


the exhauſted Spirits will ſooner demand Sup- 
ply, than the depraved Stomach will intimate 
its Wants; or, if we believe otherwiſe, that 


the chief Cauſe of Hunger 1s the Remainder 


of former Food fermented in the Stomach, yet 


there 
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there will, in Time, be a Want of that Fer- 
ment, if Food is denied to the firſt Cravings, 


If then ſhe had no Incitement of Appetite, 
it is to be thought ſhe would not eat ſuch un- 
ſavoury Morſels, but as her Strength decayed, to 
endeavour a Recruit. And for that petulant 

vjection of her juſt proportioning her Bread 
to the Time of her Duration, that is wholly a 
childifty one; for the Fact is not ſo. She did 
not proportion it; ſhe had conſumed all on the 
Friday beſore the Monday ſhe eſcaped, ſo that 
ſhe had been totally without Food for three 
Days, had not that Pye been in her Pocket. 


and hence may be derived ſome Reaſon for 
her Eſcape. 


Here we find a mere enduring of Life by 
but three Ounces of Bread and five of Water, 
upon an Average, each twenty-four Hours : 
We find a Reaſon for her Want of Appetite, 
and alſo are in ſome Meaſure enabled to afcer- 
tain the Waite of Fleſh, above the Poſſibility 
of Recruit; but yet not quite ſo great a Waſte 
as to deſtroy an hearty Girl, whatever it might 
have done a Woman lets ſo. "Ng 


- I muſt own J look upon that Obſtruction 

as one chiet Means of her Support, by afford- 

ing her an additional Quantity of Blood and 
Spirits, however depraved they might be, and 

to this may be aſcribed that ſhe was not "_ 

| than 
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than ſhe teally was, (if worſe on this Side 
Death could be.) 


I think then the Probability of a Woman 
in her Circumſtances ſubſiſting with ſo ſmall a 
Quantity of Food, is paſt Diſpute, by ſhewing 
that, though it was almoſt deftrugtive to her, 
and, might be quite ſo to one weaker, and not 
in that high florid State, in which ſhe was at 


Ir firſt Attack; yet it was not contrary to 
itcaſon. 


I would not have it ſuppoſed that every Per- 
ſon can live in ſuck Circumſtances as this Girl 
did; it would be as unantwerable as to think 
the ſame Quantity of Food would farisfy dif- 
ferent Bodies; but that ſome Perſons Fr 
lived on much leſs Food than ſhe, is one Argu- 
ment why ſhe may be thought capable of do- 
ing it when, as I ſay, under fuch particular 
Circumſtances, but the Word living is almoſt 
improper, ſince ſhe continually waſted and was 
barely alive ;. and if ſome would have periſhed 
upon ſuch Food, it muſt have been thoſe of a 


laxer Habit of Body than the Perſon under 


Conſideration, - 


I ſhall obſerve, that what little Food ſhe had 


was Bread, from three Ounces of which more 
Nouriſhment may be derived than from fix 


Ounces of many other Foods; as to its being. 


hard, that happened to be an Advantage 
r 
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her, ſince however unſavory it might be to the 
Taſte, or diſagreeable to get down, yet it was 
the leſs liable to go off by Stool, ſince ſtale 
Bread is of a binding Nature, becauſe it ſoaks 
up the abounding Moiſture of the Stomach, 
and gives a Conliſtency to the Juices, as to 
render them the leſs liable to Evacuation. The 
Truth of this may be ſeen in this Girl's having 
no Stool; and likewiſe in Sailors, who are ge- 
nerally coſtive, which Coſtiveneſs ought not to 
be attributed ſo much to the Salt Proviſions 
as to the Dryneſs of their Biſcuit. 


I have ſaid that the Bread was more nutritive 
than twice its Quantity of many other Foods ; 
and I repeat it, for in all Foods there are two 
Parts, nutritive and excrementitious; if in the 
Quantity of ten Pounds of one Kind there are 
but five Ounces of Nouriſhment, and in fix 
Ounces of another Kind, but one Ounce of 
excrementitious Parts, the latter will fully coun- 
ter-ballance the former ; and I am certain, if 
ſhe had had the ſame Quantity a Day of any 
one Kind of Meat, as ſhe had of Bread, there 
would have been ſmall Hopes of her Lite. 


When all the above is conſidered, I doubt 
not but many of my Readers will ſay with me, 
it is not only within the Pounds of Poſſibility, 
but Probability and Reaſon, that ſhe could 
ſubſiſt and endure Life on that Quantity of 
Bread and W ater ſhe relates ſhe had. | 

| now 
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I now come to aſſign natural Reaſons for her 
Ability to eſcape and return Home; in which, 
if I prove that ſhe might have done ſo, let 
others determine whether ſhe did, for. mylelf it 
ſufficeth I belicve, firmly believe ſhe did. 


It is ſurprizing that any Perſon, who knows 
what Effect the Paſſions of the Mind can have 
upon the Body, and what ſurprizing - Strength 
is frequently the Conſequence of Anger, Ler- 
ror, or Deſpair, can doubt the Truth of this. 
Are there not-Inſtances of Things done, even 
when Nature might have been thought ex- 
laulted, by making as it were one great Effort, 
and collecting all the diſſipating Spirits to give 
ſufficient Strength for one ſtrong Contict? 


And here may be given a good Keaſon why 


ſhe eſcaped then, and why ſhe attempted it not 
before. What Mr. Fielding ſays on that Head, 
that we very often overlook the Means of 
Safety, which when found appear very flight, 
and we may wonder that it could be over- 
looked, is very true, and highly agreeable 
both to Reaſon and Experience; but to that 
may be added this : Fear is a Paſſion which, 


_ till it riſes to Deſpair, renders the Body cold, 


jellies the Blood, and numbs the vital Faculties. 
W hile the Mind is oppreſſed. with that Paſſion, 
the leaſt Threat, the ſmalleſt Menace, is of 
ſurprizing Force. It muſt be granted alſo, 
chat ſuppoling a Girl robbed, knocked down, 

| | carried 


„„ 
carried off, uſcd with Threats, and conſined, 
ſhe muſt, except ſhe had a greater Maſtery of 
Mind than could be ſuppoſed to fall to her 
Share, be ſunk in Fear. As that Paſſion muſt 
be predominant,” it is contrary to Reaſon to 
think the laſt Word, and that Word one of 
Terror, would not make a vaſt Impreſſion upon 
an already terrified Mind. Certainly then, 
where is the Difficulty to account for her not 
endeavouring her Eſcape while that Fear pol- 
ſeſſed her Mind? It is to no Purpoſe to ſay 
that her Priſon was not of ſufficient Force to 
hold her, had ſhe been determined to try a 
Paſſage out; for place but a Man {much lets a 
weak Girl) in a Room from whence twenty 
Outlets may be made, and at his being thruſt 
there, terrify him with Threats of Murder and 
Death, ſhould he attempt to paſs any of thoſe 
Outlets, the Fear of Death would fo poſſoſs his 
Mind, the Ways would be open in vain, and 
he would rather fit down in Hope of being 
ſome Time relieved by his Impritoners, than 
by an Attempt which their Cruelty might ren- 
der fatal, ſeem to throw away his Life. But 
though the Paſſion of Fear may laſt a long 
Time, it cannot ever, but muſt ariſe to Ex- 
treams, and give Place to Deſpair in the long 
Run, more eſpecially when all Means of Life is 
taken away. Hence arifes a ſufficient Reaſon 
why ſhe then uſed her Endeavours for Life, 
That Fear of Death is implanted in us for very 
ſtrong Purpoſes ; and it is no Paradox to ſay 

in 
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in this Caſe, the Fear of Death prevailed. over 
e Fear of Death; that is, when all the ſlen- 
der Support of Life was at an End, her. Conti- 
nuance there muſt be her Death : This raiſed 
her Fear to Deſpair; and ſhe, who while any 
mall Subſiſtence remained, fat fearfully inac- 
(ive, when that was gone grown deſperate, at- 
i:mpted and compleated her Eſcape. When 
Death mult be her Portion in the abiding there, 
it is rational to think ſhe would riſque that 
Death in eſcaping, which ſhe was morally cer- 
ain muſt attend her there. What then more 
likely that her Eſcape ſhould follow the total 
Conlumption of her Food? Let not therefore 
it be ſaid, ſhe proportioned her Bread to her 
Stay : She did not ; it ended on the Friday 1 
on the Sunday the Pye was her Food, and Na- it! 
ure now grown more faint, grew more deſpe- 
rite: Fear kept in no Bounds, ſhe made one 
Lffort, it ſucceeded. When ſhe was out, as 
creat Paſſions are never long at their Extremi- 
tics, her Deſpair ſubſided, and its Parent Fear 
returned; that Fear added Wings to her Flight, 
and ſupported her under its Fatigues ; that 
rear hindered her going into any Houſe upon 
the Road, leſt her Ferſecutors might be there; 
that Fear made her enquire her Way of Per- 
ſons, leſt ſhe ſhould go wrong, (which Perſons 
have taken their Oaths they met her,) and that 
Fear keeping her Spirits in the Ferment De- 
{pair had.raiſed, was the Reaſon of her Strength. 
But mark the neceſſary Effects; when ſhe Me 
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rived in Safety, that Ferment having wrought 
up her Strength to its higheſt Pitch, a Calm 
ſucceeded, and over-wearied Nature funk to a 
Weakneſs which continued long, 


That Fear turning to Deſpair ſhould, for 
Life, brave Death, hath been ſeen in ſeveral 
Armies, where a Retreat being cut off, ren- 
dered the Men deſpcrate, and thereby Rea 
them not only Lite but Victory. 


I therefore think, from Reaſon and Experi- 
ence, that Elizabeth Canning might make her 
Eſcape, and by the Agitation of her Mind, 
rouſe ſufficient Strength for her Return Home. 


Mr. Dedd then ſhows that ſhe had all ſuch 
Complaints and Symptoms when ſhe returned 
Home to her Mother, as long Faſting, accord- 


ing to Phyſical Maxims, would have occa- 
ſioned. ; 

Mr. Dodd concludes with giving an Account 
in what Manner he examined her, in Regard 
to her faſting ſo long; Which was, indeed, 
ſuch as almoſt puts it beyond Doubt that ſhe 
was ſincere, and told the Truth as to this Part 
of her Story ; for he ſays that he examined her 
with many enſnaring Queſtions, ſuch as telling 
her with great Seriouſneſs, That if ſhe had 
faſted ſo long, ſhe muſt needs be alleted in 
ſuch and ſuch Manner, which in Reality could 


not 
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not be cauſed by Faſting: To all which en- 
ſnaring Aſſertions, the Girl anſwered with the 
greateſt Simplicity of Truth; No, ſhe was not 
Hected in that Manner; inſomuch that I am 
morally certain (fays Mr. Dodd) that ſhe ſopke 
the very Truth, or that ſhe framed her Anſwers 
rom a thorough Knowledge of the various 
5ymptoms of not only Famine, but of many 
other Diſeaſes, the Signs of which were the 
Subjects of my Interrogations ; and I believe 
the laſt Suppoſition can be but a vaſt Improba- 


, X 


Oility. 


Having thus given impartially what ha 
bened, and what has been ſaid on both Sides, 
tom the Tryal of the Gypſy in February, 1753, 
we come now to the laſt Scene of this myſteri- 
ous Afﬀair, in which Elizabeth Canning ſtands 
adicted for Wilful and Corrupt Perjury, tor 
ialſely ſwearing againſt the Gypſy. 


In the Apri! Seſſions at the Old Bailey, 1753, 


two Indictments for Perjury, one againſt Can- 


ung, and another againſt the Abet] bůury Wit- 


neſles, who appeared in Behalf of Mary Squires,” 
on her Tryal, were preferred to the Grand 
Jury; who, on examining the Witneſſes on: 
oth Sides, finding a direct Contradiction be- 
tween them, threw out both the Bills, to pre- 
vent the Perjuries on one Side or the other, 
dat the Tryal of theſe Cauſes would occaſion. 


But 
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But the Parties againſt Canning did not reſt 
here, but again preferred an Indictment againſt 
her at the June Seſſions following; at which 
Time an Indictment was preferred the ſecond 
Time againſt the Abel; Witneſſes ; both 
which Indictments were ſound by the Grand 
Jury the 8th of June laſt, In Conſequence of 
this, the Abbot/bury Witneſſes appeared on their 
Tryal at the O/d Bailey; but by the Neglect or 
Overſight of thoſe who proſecuted them, not a 
ſingle Witneſs was ſubpæna'd againſt them, 
nor any Council fec'd to attend the Tryal; but 
inſtead thereof, on the Day the Fryal was to 
have come on, Certificates were delivered to 
remove the Indictments into the Court of 
King's Bench, but under ſuch Circumſtances, 
that the Court at the Old Bailey ordered the 
Perſons indicted to the Bar; and there being 
no Pc-rſon then to appear againſt them, they 
were diſcharged. 

In the mean Time, the Friends of Eliza- 
beth Canning, deſirous of removing the Tryal 
of the Cauſe into the Court of King's Bench, 


and fully determined at leaſt that her Tryal 


ſhould not come on at the Old Bailey, till the 
Lord Mayor, who had eſpouſed IS Cauſe of 
the Gypſy, was out of his Office, (becauſe du- 
ring his Mayoralty the Lord Mayor preſides 
in the Court at the Old Bailey,) they ſecreeted 
her ſo privately, that the Warrant iſſued againſt 

| her 
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her upon the Indictment for Perjury, could not, 
be ſerved on her. But her Proſecutor purſuing 
her to the Commencement of an Outlawry, 


her Friends gave Notice that they would ſur- 


render her up to Tryal at the Seſſions, which 


began in April laſt at the Old Bailey. She ac- 


cordingly appeared in Court on the firſt Day 
of the Seſſions, and gave Bail for her future 
Appearance; and Monday the 29th of April 
was the Day fixed for the Commencement of 
the Tryal. | 


As this Event had long engaged the Atten- 
tion of the Publick, the Court was, early on 
the Day, crouded to an uncommon Degree, 
and perhaps Curiolity was never wore ſtrongly 
expreſſed on any Occaſion in the Memory of 
Man. The Kight Hon. the Lord Mayor, 
Mr. Baron Legge, Mr. Baron Clive, and others 
of his Majeſty's Juſtices for the City of Lon- 
don and County of Midd{z/ex, together with 


the Recorder of the City of London, were on 


the Bench. The Council for the Proſecution 
were Mr. Davy, Mr. Willes, and Mr. Gaſcoyne ; 


or the Priſoner, Mr. Moretcn, Mr. Naires, 


and Mr. Villiams. 


Elizabeth Canning vas brought into Court 


about Nine O'Clock: She was dreſſed in a 
clean Linnen Gown, and had a black Bonnet 
on: Her Behaviour appeared quite modeſt, 
and ſhe did not ſeem any-ways terrified or diſ- 


N compoſed.:: 
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compoſed : Her Stature is ſhort, and her Com: 
plexion freſh, But it is unneceſſary to ſay 
more of her Perſon, as the Picture of her we 
ſha:l annex at the Concluſion of this Account, 
bears a near Reſemblance of her. The Court 
proceeding to Buſineſs, ſhe was indicted for 
that ſhe, not having the Fear of GOD before 
her Eyes, did wickedly endeavour, by Wiltul 
and Corrupt Perjury, to take away the Life of 
one of his Majeſty's Subjects, (contrary to the 
Laws of this Kingdom, and his Majeſty's 
Crown ard Dignity,) in falſely ſwearing a 
Robbery againſt Mary Squires a Gyply. To 
which Indictment the Priſoner pleaded Not 
Guilty, and put herſelf upon her Tryal. The 
Jury being then called over, about ſixteen of 
them were challenged by the Proſecutor's 
Council, and cnly two by the Priſoner. 


The Gypſy was then brought into Court in 
an armed Chair by two or three Men, and ap- 
peared very ſick and faint, her Head likewiſe 
ſhaking very much: She was dreſſed in a Stuff 
Gown, having a white Whittle over her Shoul- 
ders, a white Napkin pinn'd over her Head, 
and a black Bonnet on: She is about eighty 
Years of Age: Her Complexion (either na- 
tural or ſtained) is, very ſwarthy, as Gypſies 
always are. The. npolt diſtinguiſhing Features 
of ber Countenancg, are a very wide Mouth 
and a large Noſe but the Picture we ſhall. 
give of her, will beſter expreſs her Countenance. 

upon 
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Upon Account of the great Concourſe of | 
People in the Court, and the Faintneſs of the $f 
Gypſy, ſhe was carried ſeveral Times into an 1 
adjoining Room, to receive the Benefit of if 
freſh Air, and was brought into Court occa- I 
ſionally as her Preſence was neceſſary: Her [1 
Son George and her Daughter Lucy, attended Vi 
zer all the Time, The Prifoner Canning had 
likewiſe Liberty given her to fit down. 


The Indictment was opened by the Council, | 
that Elizabeth Canning did falſely, wic kedly, Mill 
and corruptly ſwear, that ſhe was carried by” | 
two Men on the firſt of January, 1753, about 
Nine O'Clock, from Meorfelds, and brought 
into the Houſe of Mother els at Enfeeid- 
///2/h, about Four o'Clock on the Morning of 
the ſecond of January; that ſhe was there aſ- 
aulted and robbed by one Mary Squzres a 
Gypſy, and afterwards confined there tor the 
pace of twenty-eight Days, &c. going thro' 
ne whole of her Story as we have already 
given it. * After which he added, that they 
In their Side affirmed that the ſaid Mary Squires 

was at Abbotſoury on the ſaid ſecond of Fanu- 
ary, that Elizabeth Canning was not in that 
oom, nor drank the Water out of the Pitcher; 
nor took the old Gown out of the Grate, for 
that there was no Grate there, and that there- 
lore ſhe had t YOROUuy, and corruptly 
worn. 
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Another Council obſerved, that it was the 
moſt wilful, corrupt, and impudent Perjury, 
ever committed; ; that he could wiſh for th- 
Sake of the preſent Caſe, that the Law allowed 
of a more grievous Puniſhment than could be 
inflicted as it now ſtands : To deſtroy the Lite 
of a Perſon for any Motive of Gain, was a moſt 
inhuman and wicked an Offence ; and that 
that was her Motive would appear plain: The 
Deſign was to raiſe Contributions from the Pub- 
lick : The Advertiſements and Papers handed 
about to raiſe Compaſſion, &c. all ſhow'd this; 
thar thoſe Papers were univerſally known to 
have a great Effect, and that thoſe who endea- 
voured to raiſe ſuch Prejudices, would be guilty 
of Perjury, but for Fear; that he did not know 
but that even the very Countenance of the 
Gypſy, which [truck Horror into the Beholder, 
contribured to properly the Jury againſt her; 
that he did not ſay this to raiſe Prejudices on 
the other Side, for that he was perluaded there 
was ſuch a Jury now, as would examine every 
Thing thoroughly, and bring in their Verdict 
accordingly, for they had Proofs that would 
command the Conſent, and convince every dil- 
paſſionate Man, that ſhe was never robbed by 
Mary Squires, nor ever at Euſield-Waſb; that 
the Proot of one Perjury would be ſufficient, 
but that he hoped to prove them all. He then 
be gan to recapitulate her whole Story; and 
ob! erving that ſhe had ſwore that two Men had 
ſeized her at Bedlam Wall about half an Hour 
after 
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after Nine at Night, ſearched her Pockets, 


{ripped off her Gown, Sc. and that no Body 


paſted by all this Time,“ What, (fays he) no 
one Paſſenger paſſing by ſo publick a Place, in 
{uch a Space of Time] What, no Body going 


to ſee Bedlam, where ſuch Numbers reſort 


daily! Surely this is very ſtrange.”* Then 
going on with the reſt of her Story, he con- 
guded, That he would appeal to All Men whe- 
her there was not a Complication of Improba- 
il ties, and the whole an abſurd, ridiculous, 
tupid Thing; for what could be the Deſign 
of the Men, if they intended robbing her, to 
carry her by ſo many Houles, through fo many 
Streets, Turnpikes, Sc. when they might as 
well have robbed her of her Stays, as they did 
of every Thing elſe, in the Place where the 

firſt ſtopped her? That to act as ſhe ſwore they 
did, was to put themſelves in the utmoſt Dane 
zer for no Puragſe; for they could hardly 
think it poflible8.t they ſhould carry her ten 


Miles and a half through ſuch a frequented 


Road as that to Enfield Yaſh, without being 


met and ſtopped. That he did not believe 


there was any Man, however wicked and aban- 


doned, that would do Miſchief merely for the 


Sake of doing it, without any Motive of Pro- 


fit or Pleaſure. He then told the Jury, that 


he hoped they had ſeen the Houſe of Mother 


Wells; if fo, he would ſpare himſelf a great 
deal of Trouble, for it was impoſſible for any 


Man who had ſeen the Room, to think ſhe had 


been 
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been confined there ſo long, when ſhe might 
have eſcaped from it in the firſt halt Hour; 
and that it was as improbable, that after re- 
maining ſo. long there as ſhe had ſaid, and bein 
ſo emaciated by her ſcanty Diet, that ſhe ſhould 
travel ſo far as ten Miles and a half, without 
ſtopping ; that ſhe ſhould paſs by ſo many 
magnificent Houſes as were on the Road, 
(which ſhe could not poſſibly ſuſpect as Confe- 
derates of Mother Wells) without going in to 
tell her Story, and get ſome Relief and Aſſiſ- 
tance: However, he acknowledged that it muſt 
be owned it was poſſible ; but then it was fo 
improbable, as amounted to almoſt the ſame 
Thing; for if any Man ſhould ſay that he 
had flown round the whole Atmoſphere 
without once fetching Breath, though one 
hundred Witneſſes were to affirm it, yet ſtill we 
ſhould not believe it, as the Marks of Impro- 
bability would be ſo ſtrong, that our Reaſon 
could not conſent to it. But he would lay 
open ſuch a Chain of Evidence, as would 
wholly prove that her whole Story was falle ; 
therefore he would not plead much on the Im- 
probabilities of it : That he would prove that 
Mary Squires was one hundred and thirty Miles 
off on the ſecond of January; and then point- 
ing to Mary Squires, he oblerved, That ſhe 
could not be miſtaken for any other Thing 
that GOD ever made; that they would ac- 
count by different Witneſſes for Mary Squires 
from being at South Parrot in Doi ſeiſbire ” 

the 
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the 29th of December, 1752, to her Arrival at 
he Houſe of Mother Wells ar Enfeld-Waſh % | 
the 22d or 23d of January, 1753. That ſhe | | 


was at Abbot/bury from the firſt to the ninth of 
Januar 1753, and then ſhe went to Porte- | 
un; on the eleventh ſhe was croſſing: the 1 
WW ater at Dorcheſter, the thirtcenth at Martin, * 
the fourteenth between Martin and Coom, on 
h Road from thence to Baſingſtoke on the ſix- 
teenth and ſeventeenth, and at Baſingſtoke on 1 
the eighteenth; that thee was a Circumſtance f 
h appened there, which would prove their being Fl 
th re at that Time beyond Doubt; for that he " 
muſt rake Notice, that though the Gyply was | 
lo ugly and deformed a Creature, ſhe had a | 
very beautitul Daughter, who being courted by q! 
ne William Clarke, of Abbotſbury, ſhe had at "1 
3 a/ingſtoke (not being able to write herſelf) got | 
the Landlady where they ſtopped to write a | 
Letter for her to her Sweetheart, which was in | 
Subſtance as follows: } +l 
| | 


*« This with my kind Love to you, and all 
the Family, hoping you are all well: Il am 1 
very uneaſy at your troubleſome Journey, 4 

but hope to hear ſoon of your being well > 9 
ſo no more at preſent, from | 
Your bumble Servant,: | * 

Luc SQUIRES. i] 

«© My Mother and Brother ſhall be lad W 
hear from you at Brent ford. i 


This | 


| f 
1 
1 


delivered to a wrong Mr. Clarke near Dorc he- 


and Corrupt Perjury, in perſiſting ſo Jong 
charging the Gypſy with robbing her, alter 
ſo many Witneſſes had ſworn to her being elſe⸗ 
where. They then went on to obſerve the Con- 
tradictions in her ſeveral Informations; the 
chief of which were, that in the firſt Informa- 
tion which ſhe had ſworn to before the fitting 
Alderman; it was put down, that ſhe Hach been 
confined in a little, dark, ſquare Room, (tho 
ſuhe ſaidthere were two Windows, one glazed,the 
other partly boarded, partly glazed,) whereas the 
Room itſeif, inſtead of being ſmall, ſquase, and 


- the Caſement of the Window was ſe Aare 
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This Letter was directed for William Clarke, 
to be left at the Poſt- Office in Dorcheſter, and 
came to the Poſt- Office in London, and had the 
London Poſt Mark of the 19th of January; 
from whence it went in the Courle of the Poſt 
to the Poſt-Office in Dorcheſter, where, Xing 


ter, it was returned into the Office again, where 
it had lain for ſome Months. By all this it ap- 
peared; he ſaid, that the Gypſy could not be at 
Enfield-Waſh till the 22d or 23d of January; 
therefore the Priſoner was guilty of Wilſul 


* 


in 


dark, meaſured thirty Feet, by nine bread, and 
; +4 $4 *4* , that 
a fat Man might have got out of it, and'thre- 
fore the Room muſt be light.; and it was fo 
low, that a Child might have leaped out of it 
to the Ground. In her firſt Information it was 

ſaid that ſhe lay upon nothing but bare 
| Gps ; Boards, 
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Bbards, whereas there was half a Load of 


Hay * in the Room: That ſhe at firſt de- 
poſed, that her Water failed her on the Friday 
before her Eſcape on the Monday ; but, on the 
Tryal of Mary Squires, ſhe ſwore that ſhe drank 


the laſt of her Water about half an Hour be- 


fore ſhe made her Eſcape : That in her firſt In- 
formation ſhe had ſaid, there was only an old 
Stool or two, an Iron Grate, an old Table, and 
an old Picture over the Chimney ; whereas, in- 
ſtead of a Grate, the Floor of the Chimney 
was found covered with Cobwebs, that ſeemed 


the Work of many Generations of . 3 


three Saddles were found in the Room, faſten'd 
to the Walls with the Webs of the fame In- 


ſets ; and a large Neſt of Drawers was alſo 


found there, with a Bed made of Straw ; that 
there was no Picture over the Chimney, no- 


thing but an old Caſement, which was covered 
with Dirt and Cobwebs. It was likewiſe ob- 
ierved, that the Lefendant kept out of the 


Way of Tryal, and that Flight was in the Eye 


of the Law conſidered as a Preſumption of 


Guilt, * © | 


One of the Council was pleaſed to obſerve, 


That he was forry to ſee a Girl, not nineteen 
O „ 


* She had before given an Account, hen ſbe firſt 


came Home, of there being Hay in the Room, as was 


ſworn in the Court at the Tryal by Mrs. Aer; | 


but ſhe never once lay upon it, as ſhe faid, becauſe 


it came into her Head that there was a murdered 


Man under it. 
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Fears of Ape, guilty; of ſuch a Crime; but 
when he e e the Circumſtancephig Com- 


of it. Se ce Poges «08 and 109. | 
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paſſion. as turned into, Indigpation: Ihat ſhe. 


had gone through four. Examinations; upon 


the laft” they founded. che Charge of Perjury, 
though there was a, great Dine between 
each of them, {4 8 

It was ſaid by another Council, That her 
whole Story was ul of ſuch Ablucditics,, as. 
that it was a Felo de ſe. Many more Things. 
were ſaid, about who told her there was Hay in 
the Room, who, carried the black Pitcher up- 
into the Koom, Sc. But as theſe Things did 
not appear on the Tryal, it is unneceſſary to 
take Notice of them, as likewiſe of What Was 
ſaid about her Shift being tree from the uſual 
Stains, becauſe we have already taken Nee 


ett, 177 


We Wall now proceed to the Witbeltes \N 
called!” Before which Vir. Gurney, who. bad 
minuted down the Gypiy's Lryal, was, called. 


and read the Subſtance of ir, according to 


what we have alrcady given, (See Page 36,6964) » 


| The Recorder, Witülſt he was doing this, deligd 


he would mention What Style he went by, 350 


it which he anſwered, The New ; and it, was. 


agreed that all the W itneſles did and e 
reckorfby that Sty le. | 


I” 
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The reſt Witneſs, was Eftber 1008 ga 
at South Perrot, 1n Dorſethhire ; ;. who 1 0 
That ſhe law the Gyply, her Son; and Dau er 00 
o were all three in the Court, that each Wit jj; 
gels might ſee them as they came to give; Evi > 
w-nce,) at her Houſe on the 29th of Detem- 
ber, 1752; that ſhe belie ved the Gypſy to he 
Woman; the Son ſhe remembered, but 
could not recolle&t the Daughter? She ſaid;ſhe «.. 
knew the Gypſy only. by lying the re that 
Night; that they went away juſt as t Wan 
licchi the next Day: The Son had. a Bag, did 
which he carried along with him; that. ſhe 
aked what they ſold ; they replied, Hardware +, 
That ſhe knew the particular Day, becauſe, * 
% Gentlemen were àt her Houle, at, the Eee 15 
lime, who went away without paying their 
Reckoning, which ſhe ſet down in her Book by 
the Almanack. OY 7, 
Alice Farnbam was then called, Who lives at! 85 


* Th 
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Vintyard's Gap, one Mile from Cont: Perrot, | 


wn rom Abbotſhury , who ſwore that the ſaw; |; 
them there on a Saturday, about. Eight or; 12 * 
ine Clock, a little after New Cbri m 
1752 knew her to be the ſame, bec uſe he 
tuen cm peel her to a Picture of 
Septen; that they left her Houſe that, Mex ft. 


g, and went towards Litton, prom ling 0% . 1 


me and fee her again at Old Chriſtmas, and 
ine believed the old Woman, with her Sen, 
who were then in Court, to be the ſame; that 
lie met them coming into South Perrot on the 

O 2 Friday, 
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| Firiday, and; her Mother (when the- Wy her) 
allet If he was not frightened at them; She 
knew jt to he abput New Cbriſimas, becauſe ſhe 
aſked:hex Mother the ſame Day to go to Crew. 

Term Market, and that ſhe told her Monday 

would he Time enough to buy Things far 0/d 

Chriſtmas ; that the Daughter was dreſſed in a 

white Holland Gown, and red Cloak; that ſhe 

did not enquire their Buſineſs, and has. ert 
N ſeen them ſince. 1 
| George Squires, the Gypſy? $ Son, being, 00 be 
examiged next, the Deſendant's Council made 
| an Objection againſt 1] ucy the Daughter being 
in Court during the Time, becauſe they ob- 
ſerved that they two were very material, Evi- 
4 dences, and muſt. know the whole Truth of 
lf the Matter, and that a great deal depended 
| upon: the Agreement of their Evidence with 
each other, as they had travelled together all 
F the while, and therefore defired that they might 
de examined apart; upon which Lucy was or- 
lj! dered to withdraw. 

George Squires being ſworn, was aſked what 
Time he was with his Mother and Siſter Lucy 
at Scuth Perrot, in Dorſetſhire ;, he anſwered, 
on the 29th Day of December, 17523 that they 

put up at the Red Lyon there, and came from 

Teupil that Day; that he had travelled. with 

his. Mother, letting out from Netoingto Butts 

\@ io Sts and-that from South Perrot Thes went 

to Vinchard s Gap, and from thence to Littou 
r Saturday; Sunday Morning he went to 

Abboiſiury, 


- Toa. S 
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Abbot 95 five Miles ; diſtant, leg af e g ble Mo. 
t 705 


ther and” Siſter" at Lifton] e 

3 it of. December; that he lay. At A5 
coat Wh t, along with Wor Sorgt b Men 
Mondo Va teſt 'of January Md d Gig, te f. 
out fo ton, to meet his Motlier aatSiftey1 
that what they came there he fund Rib [NA 
that was gone to Atborfbury cd tes for hum 
however, ſhe came back Time enough to die 
all together at Litton; that after Dirne abbüt 
Four O'Clock, or more, they ſet 6ut' fr. 
 botſbuzy, and got there a ine after it WW dark; 
that they danced at the Sign of the. 881 "te 
fame Night; Mr. Wallis; Mr. Be 
Gib bons, and Mr. Clarke, were Thiere, * ae 
others; George Squ'teF daneed with 'Gibbt 
Siſter; ! Clarke danced with Luty z- one Wako, 
an Exciſcman, wanted to borrow a (Goat Cer 
of him that they continued at Apbot/bary 
H Twefay the gth, when they ſer out wards 
Night ref Por/eÞam, about u' "Mile, uta. 
nite by Cate; that they lay at Porrofbunz 26k 
went next Day to R 4 geway: Hill Foot wWbh 
was five or ſiæ Miles, 200 lay there at the Ship, 
hefe they left tes : Yards and a Quarteriof 
NuhKeth Tor the Reckoning, not having. Mb - 
n&7efiught to ſpare; und er gel t ENU br 
Nihe in the Mernihg kams t6 Pefe beser, 
Where the Waters were Gut-; (a Mills \earrled 
over hig Sifter behind Hm en Hiodback, 
and he waded and carried his Mother over, 
becauſe che Miller was going. n Buſineſs, and 
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could not return back 2 to fetch his Mo- 
Iithenz That they travelled all“ Night, becauſe 

they beate his (Siſter Mary Sqiuiref was ill in 
Toendon j that! they lay in a Barn at Chen on 
the Friday, ia a Barn at Martin on the Satur- 
da v, and came to Cœom and lay at the Lamb on 
Sunday; he could not rtcollect where* they 
Went next, hor what Day they came to Bofthg- 
ſtoke, which is about thirty-ſeven Miles Rom 
Coom, but ſaid they ſtopped at the Spreu Eagle 
1 there, and the Woman of the Houſe wrote 5 
1 Letter for his Siſter Lucy to Mr. Clarke of Al- 

| Getfbury ;, tlicy lay that Night at an Alehbuſe 
i A Mile and hail beyond Baſmneftote, nearet to 
Ii Londen ; that they lay at the Greyhound in 
| Breniſord (which is nineteen Miles from Bap- 
þ Hot) on the Saturday; that on Sunday he left 
ij his Mother and Sifter there, and went to Len- 
Aon for his Siſter Mary, who returned to Bren- 
Ford with him; that they came on the T Ida 
to the Seven Siſters at Tottenbam, and the next 
| Day to Mother Fells, about twenty Miles 
It from Bren era, whom they had never feen be- 
fore, but was recommended there by W 
had-cnquired of for Lodgings; chat he left 
his Mother and Siſter there a few Days after, 
(bur could not recollect the Day) to! receive 
7-11: 16:3. Being aſked to deferibe'' Mother 
t ellis Houſe, particularly the Chambers," he 
ſaid,” that turning ſhort round on the Right 
Hand was a large Room with one Bed, wherein 
his Mother and Siſter lay, which Was over the 

| 500) aff aide not: ann N ade 
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Parlour g that he lay ina Room facing the 


Stairs 3 Mother Wells, bir: Daughiter? Ane N- 
tus Hall, in a Room on the Late Hand and 
Hortuus Natus, with his Wite, Bay m em 
that went up a fee Steps from te Kir E,iͤ bn 
2 Bed made af Hay; that they did: not bord 
at Mother Hells*s, but bought Vietualstat a 
Shop oppoſite to her Houſe; that he had fe- 
ver ſeen Elizabeth Canning till the Day they 
were taken up. TELLS 


As this Evidence was ſuppoſed to be à very i 


principal one, as he had ſworn to his" beifig 
with his Mother the Gypſy almoſt conſtantly 
tor tour Months together, particularly* during 
all the Time of the Girl's Confinement, his 


Examination was the more particular, and.took - 


up a great deal of Time. When he hdd*gi- 
ven the above Account, the Council for the 
Girl eroſs- examined him, and he anſwered very 
particularly to all the Queſtions put to hit 
told the Time they came do and left ſach-(anl 


ſuch Houſes on their Journey from Sou, Fer- 
rot to London, in the Month of Fanuaty 179563 
told all the Signs, ſeveral of the erſons Names, 


and even recollected that they had two Fowls 


for Dinner at Litton, when Clarke was with - 


them, ho they were bought of; and that the 


were hoth hoiled : And it being obſerved t 


verhaps, this was an extraordinary Diner 
ſometfüng more chan uſual. which: m j 


remember it, bejrepiicd,, Nu, ry, wary off 


- 
- — —— wo — - 
— — — — _ 
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ten Fowls for Dinner. Upon this the Council | 


for 


( a2 ) 

for (the; Defendantobfſervedy than Mr. Safe 
3 Rag been reprgſentech as à Perſon of wet 
£13pacny, and, hallo Memory: -tuththiatuce- 
1 ally. beahought be gave Frooſs of varygoul 
de; and chat he believed he might vnntutt ko 
ue en any Man in Court could give g mote 
gular and circumſtantial Account! oficany 
| 8 ſome Time after it had been per- 
„ zor med: And as he gave ſo exact an Acebuat 
i of Things, he deſired he would inform the 
Court from what Place of any Note, any Time 
ll! hefore the 29th of December, 1752, he ſet out 
1 in order to make the Weſt Country Journty 
1 into Dor ſelſbire. He made here a great Heſi- 
| tation, and was ſeveral Minutes before he feem'd 
dio underſtand the Queſtion : But on its being 
put to him ſeveral Ways by the Recorder and 
' the Judges, as well as the Council, he at length 
aid, He ſet out from Newington Butis a tew 
Weeks before - Michaelmas, in the Harveſt 
Time: This gave a, Space of Lime of about 
four Months Fae travelling the Country, in or- 
der to get to Sou Perret hy the - 29th of D 
cexber. Several other Queſtions were then 
put to him; which, with, _ Anſwers, were 

nearly as follows:; Ir v „ON 9313 
9. Which Way did you St out for Nerving- 
Ton. Butts, in order to make this Weſt-Cours 
try Journey A. I vent dovn into Kent 
To what Pa t of Kent ? I don't remember 
the Name of the Place. What did you go ity 
to Kent -about.? To meet my e 
iſter. 


f #83 ) 
2 Jiwhin Parr df KG R were they! 1 
— kndw tha Nume of che Plies”: How did 
ou ſind chem wut? hey e Htg the 
Country“ What Part vf the CS 221 nittic 
Wilds of- Kot What! Plates. 00 760 beet 
through i naw? op ourney te the WI4s 6P NH? 
1 N lone Names of any Plates; pray 
excuſe me, Sir, I did not expect to be aſked 
tbeſe Queſtions. No, I believe yon did not; but 


bade many more ſuch” OuePions to aſt you. Q: 
Well, did you find your Mother and Siſter 


Ves. And you don't know the Name of a 


Place in that Country? No, I cam t remember 
any. Where did you go next? We went into 
Suffer. What Part of Suſſex ? I don't remem- 
ber. Don't you Know any Places in 84% 
neither? Yes I know Haſtings,” and Rye,” ad 
Lewes. Were you at either of theſe Placks? 
Yes, we were at Lecveg. How long by 
ſtay: there ? I don't remember 
nat Places did you lie at in ydür 15 | 
1.ewves ? I don't know the Wie of the'PIIRE: 
WlarHoufes did you drink at, and hat we 
their Signs NI dont remember the S 1860 
Houſe 3 pray excuſe me, 8ir. NO, Telly 
cuſe you, I muſt aſk you ſome th 


© EO Fo 
here did you g S to from Lewes to 
Saliſtur)- W 15 your Way po" mo 
don't — 5 ay * 


travel chrou 
of: any Piber Seh n, III this 


to N you have been 2 | 


Deſcription 


| 
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464) 
Deſeription of Places and Signs in four "Jour: 
ey, Nass Stabh- Perrot to Enfield I ab, but 
|. | know” nothing ot your Journey t that Place : 
0 Well, where did you go next from Sa{t/bury ? 
| We went to Shaft ſbury.. You are got into 
2 eue Knowlkdge now to be ſure; what Towns 
1 pray did you go through from ,Sali/bury.to 
( _ Shafteſbury ? I don't remember the Names of 
any. Where did you go from Shafte/bury ? 
We went to a Place called Near. What Houle 
js did you drink or lie at in this Town ? We did 
not go directly into the Town but only partly 
by it. Do you know no Sign of any Houſe 
here, or in any other Part of your Journey? J 
mould be obliged to you, Mr. Squires, if you 
1 * .wouldname to me ſome Sign or other, a Fox, 
'or a Gooſe, or a Pair of Compaſſes, or what- 
ever you pleaſe: I don't remember any. 
Where did you lie o'Nights, in Barns or at 
Public-houſes ? Sometimes in Barns and ſome- 
times at Houſes. And don't you know whoſe 
it Barns they were, nor in what Places, nor the 
Signs of any of the Houſes.? No, I dor' t 
member any. Can you Gypſies travel up and 
down the Country without knowing What 
Places you go through ? We travel. rough 
many Places without knowing them. Perhaps 
i you may, but you can't forget all; 'you have 
mentioned no one Place yet, but Newington: 
1 Butts,” Lewes, Saliſbury, Shafteſbury. and. this 
i Mar; I ſhould be glad you would be ſo kind 


| to name forme Place or other to me? Pray ex- 
| % cule 


Queſt ion 


(165 C 


cuſe W e 15 1 Expect to be aſked;cheſc 
ace did you. go to net ? 
We "Poke "k Ny Fx errot. So you wW i ll not fell 


mb an) Place in all this Journey. n woke 
men now, Mr. Squires, what it was that, induced 


you; * ith your od Mother, and Siſter,,q mgke 


this long. Journey from Abborſoury to Axſieid- 
Wah? I heard a. Siſter of mine was very ill 
in London. That was very kind of you; and 
pray, Sir, how did! you hear ſhe was ill e Thad 


Letter from her. Did you læave a Diection 


with her, where ſhe ſhould write to you? No, 
I can't ſay L left any Direction. Ho didi ſhe 


know where to ſend a Letter to you ? She knew 
what Part of the Countr y we. were travelling. 
Well, and where: did this Letter findyou & ul 
don't "juſtly remember the Name of the Place. 

Where Was it directed to ? I don't remember. 
Where] is the Letter? I have not Bot it; Lhave 
loft it. Did this Letter come the Poſt ? 
Yes, I believe it came by the P % 

Poſt- Town? I don't Know. Was, it directen 
tor you at any Friend's Houle at Abbotſbury? 
No. So , you, know. nothing at all how gh 
came h thi Js, My” No, I don't remember, 


IR When you ſer out on this Journey from 


Newington-Butts, had you any Gods with you? 
Yes, I had a, wall By ndle of, ; Goods. , Of what 
Value! Cy 955 twenty Pougds. Did you ſell 
them al f in your. Javurney.? Ves, all but a Piece 
or two of Check and ſome.) Wailtegais.. q Where 


did $4 ſell them? I. doy' nd r-any of 


S 1 


the 


Jo chat 


| 18 56 
the Places. You fallin, yr 1 ſetting out 
en rhey t Long fur you! HH 
4 Pitet- of Nonkeen for 37 67 lor à Pinter of 
Beef-ſtakes at Ro Gage? ow" to. be 
ſo hork f Maney, hem you had fold Alo ft 
all your Goods, 48 J fay'; "Whitdia'you'ds | 
with your Money FI paid fbftte Debts Powell 
with fie of \it," arid remitted the reſt: to Eon. 
dow. Where did yon ply theſe Pebts“ and to 
whom ? I don't Ravel ne Who Uid you te- 
mit the Money to in London 5 F "Mr. 
x Mornitn. Where is Mr. Norman, is He hett 
Carve No, Sir, he is dead. That's righe; 
well, ſince Mr. Norman is dead, you can tell, 
t bel file; Where you was when you remitted 
this Money, and in what Manner We did Ie? 
Nb, 1 doi? © remember. 
och Witt theſe; and the like Intervoitions wha 
Anſwers} about two Hours were ff pt; af 
̃ n hid Examination was over, it Was ex- 
Pected tar tus Siſter, Lucy Squires, would Have 
Deen called by the Council 2 the Pi i 
but 4H6& Was Got, thoiigh the Council for the 
Befendant. urged her being examined, 91907 10 
« 2MF2IPHES was next called : but in be eßihe 
N e 'he tente ee hx 
er Wards, to the lac Ae he bana 
A d called, his Evidence WN WAV G.! 
b e Hillen ares then eslleg: he 
UE{cA] de fa Se Gypfy, ag ab Ker Soc an 
Naughtal, the 0h of Beg 512, Uta 
Publick- Houſe kept by Zobn Hakino"' e, 
NA were 


4433! 5 1 60437 . 2505 14 562 
were tining Þ y. of Fi 1 29d that ba Wav doe 
; was, the ſame, as he bad k 2 the Gyply. 


tor three ears back 7 IN 2535 67)- 1 — 
ee ay wag of. Laie Gerdepge 

poſed, he ſan r the; firſt e dane ASH, 

at Hawking's,, (he ſhav'd. W the 7 


be fore ;) kney 1 it to be. that Day, becauſe he 
then, rung in the New Year, and had neyer ſeen 
the Gypſy before. end 
John Angel, of Litton, depoſed, he ſaw her 
at Hawkins's there about the ſame Time, and 
aſked whether ſhe could tell Fortunes, or talk 
Spaniſh and Dutch. | 
James Evely, Stay-maker, of the ſame Place, 
depoſed, he ſaw her-at Hawkins's the 31ſt of 
December, 1732; on Monday the firſt of 7a- 
nuary, 1753, as he came from ringing, he 
oppor at Hawkins's about two Hours, where 
ne ſaw the Gypſy, was called, away to go a 
Fox-hunting, did not fee the Daughter there 
on Monday, nor George at all; did not ſee 
Clarke there, nor had any Reaſons ro,think any 
of them were there about Four o Clock in the 
Afternoon, when he returned from Hunting; 
had never ſeen the Gypſy before, but has ſeve- 
ral Times ſince. Being aſked if he thought 
the Gypſy could walk from Litton to Abborſe 
bury and back again, which is about ten Miles, 
from Ten o'Clock, in the Morning to about 


Two in the W he Belts ven ne 


might. 


* N 7 2 * % 


' Fobn | 


MR 5 158 6 VM „J. 303 no. ted. 
Fobn bins. Publican, at Lition de e, 
4 


the Gy py came into his Houſe on Satur 
zoth o December, 15523 confirmed her Son's 
going to Abbotſbury, and returning on Monday, 


to a Dinner of a Couple of Fowis ; imagined. 
the Gypſy went only into the Fields to looK 


for her Son, as ſhe- was not abſent long; re- 
members the particular Day, becauſe it was the 
firſt Time he kindled a Fire in a new Room. 
Upon his Croſs-Examination he ſaid, that he 
thinks, the Gypſy was not abſent above an 
Hour out of his Houſe on the Monday, tilt 
they all ſet out together for Abbotſbury, 
William Clarke, of Abbotſbury, depoſed; hon 5 
George Squires was there at the Ship on Sunday 
the "iſt of December, 1752; that he enquired: 
after Lucy, and was informed that the was at 
Litton; that he and George ſet out for that 
Place on the Monday, and got there about 


Three or Four o'Clock in the Afternoon; did 
not dine there, but ſet out again very ſoon. 


Being aſked ſeveral Times whether he dined 


there, he ſaid he did not: What, did you not 
eat any Thing there ? no Fowl, or any Thing 
elſe? He at Jaft ſaid, they had a Bir of Fowl, 


but it could not be called a Dinner or Supper; 


that he went with the Gypſy, and her Son and V 
Daughter, to Abbo;/ſbury z that he danced. with 
them at the Ship, and that Lucy was his Part- 


ner, but he could not remembet who Ge, 


Squires danced with; that they ſtaid there from | cid 


the firſt * the ninth, and that he went with 
them 


( 153.) 
them on the Evening of the ninth to Porte- ... 
/am,, where they lay; chat the next Day he 
went with them to Ridgeway- Hill Foot, Four 
Miles, where he ſupped with them ar Rewley's, © 
u Sign of the Sloop, and then returned to How” £ B a 
gury; remembered a dead ene lay in the 5 
Road at Ridgeway. © e | 
7obn Gibbons, of the Ship at 6 FA 

in Account that the Gypſy, with her Son and 
[11:3hrer, came into his Houſe on Monday 
the fieſt of January, 1753, juſt in the Duſk; 
c,narmed George's Evidence abourthe Dancing, g 5 4 

1nd that they ſtaid at his Houſe from the firſt 
the ninth ; heard the Exciſeman Wake bor. | 
row Georges Great Coat; ; that he had known \ 
the Gyply three Years before. Upon his Croſs- 
| xamination, he was aſked why he did not. 
ve an Account ct the Dancing upon the" 
Gyp s Tryal, it being ſo particular a Thing,” 
inc likewiſe of the Exciſeman : He anſwered, = 
3.caule:he was not aſked. 

Gorge Clements, of Abbotſbury, depolea, he 
ſav them there the firſt of January, 175%, 
Cie) with them the next Sunday, {rw'rhem ſer + 1 
Out on Tueſday: with Clarke, had ſeen the Gypty 
about ſixteon Times before, her Son 4 
three Time ee Diode " 

Me: chiſadeck Arnold depofed, he Cav them 8 9 

ip ia Abborſbury on Monday the firſt 51 41 1 
7 1753, play” 79 on the Violin to their 
{J.incing, confirmed the former Evidence oi 
this lead, ſaw them Dienday r 8th of Janus © 


Ta Y 1117 : ? 
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t know them: before that Time fle 
was aſked What was the Reaſon of their Tong 
Stan there 3 he laid he could not tell IT 
x + Toba Fond. a „of Aut, how 
them there che firlt of January, 1764, ben 
be ſaid be drank” withthe Son, mb klard 8 
: i with the Mather, and kiſſed the r; 
that he ſold them. Bread, and ſaw-them'er ry 
Day till the th; ſaid that they came intu 1 
- vatſbury ſome Time in the Afternoon, was-furc 
it was not more than Three of Clock chat it 
vas quite light, and that he ſaw them ata con 
ſiderable Diſtance coming up the to- 
Wards bis Houſe, Upon which the Council 
ſor the Proſecution aſked him how. many Pots 
he had drank that Day, that he believed he was 
drunk, or to that Effect; to which-hexrqplicd, 
that he was very ſober, that what he bed ſaid 
ns all very true, that he could not e - 
ing angry, but what he had ſaid: was Matter of 
Fakt, and as true as they were all chen 1 
Phe, or ſomething to that Effect. affirming it 
with many very ſtrong Aſſe verations. Upon 
which the Council, with a good: deab of ofcem- 
ing Diſpleaſure, bid him go about his Ruſigeſs, 
and called another Witneſs, vizc Mr. Malis, a 
Nercer, of 4b401/oury.4.cowho, depoſed he ſau 


the Gp. oh Sunday ache th Cob; Januar at 

che dtn, ſhe aſked him. ito, ſtay ther tgidine 

0 1 with her, but that he told her he had Dinner 
> bees very fond of at Homg a/ than dh had 

ſeen George Sguires there the whole 8 

| ore 


was that particular Time, becauſe it waywhen 


faw Clarke and George Squires on the Tuefday ; 


bux po to Porteſbam. 2 


ary 0 53; and moſt Days after tilt che eighth, 


N 175 % becauſe his Brotheriſet put that | 
Day for Bl. 


depoted, 


de e, ofemembers'- the. I 
ic has New Yar 45 that the New tohave 
his: Fortune told, abe bende ze oM \Wwthan 
5 Bab dot dell 40 him 1 —_— wm 4 
FF 
3 Jo2W YO Il 15d Provanys v9 * 2 


n 
8 
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fore, but not the Gyply till that Day; that he 
could nõt tell whatb t them 
that he had fold chen G0 0d veral L nes; 
he remembered the \Limedrhert he 
ſaw her, becauſe he daughi/a-new: Jack Jult at 
nar Time. nant to N wh rx ar 
Hugh Bond, Schoolmſtery; of AH |; 

depoſed, he ſawithenivat thete xthe 
eighth and ninch of =Faxuary; 1 753 5 — it 


he returned from a Journey he made into De- 
vonſture ; that Wake the Exciſeman and George 
guiras lay together in his Bd while he was 
away j that it 9 —— of January; 453. 
when he returned from his Journey; tha 


t he 


Georgs ſaid he would not ſtay there thar e 


60 
oh Bailey, Carpenter, of  Abborfburgglwle- 


he ſaw them there on the firft of Jann 


ſhaved | Goorge't twice; knew it was the firſt of 


nen r 


Jubn Hateti, 2 Welver of» Albawtry, 
he ſaw them there on che fi- 
125 33/ fawithe.old Woman ſihaghethe 


uſe 


With ehm. 


102 
Croſs-Examination, who he danced with, he 
enuk not tell,” nor who Geerge'or Lucy Stires 
danced with. eee 11919 JO TT" 
illium Haines, of Portefham, depoſcd,” he 
ſaw the Gypſy" there about Ten or Eleven 
Clock inthe Morning on the tenth of J. 
nuary, 1753; laid he had known her above 
emp Aears; 1 20 7000S tee) FRY JON 
John Haines, his Son, depoſed ſeeing her 
thete the ſame D/. HHRIre 
Mr. Bewley, who keeps the Sign of the 
Ship at Ridgeway- Hill Foot, depoſed, that they 
came to his Houſe with Clarke on the tenth of 
January, 1753, about Ten or Eleven o Clock 
i the Morning, had a Role and Cheeſe and 
ſome Bref Stakes, gave an Account How the 
dead Horfe came into the Road, which ſome 
of the Witneſſes had ſpoke of before; ſaid 
that the Gypſy People lay at his Houſe*all 
Night, but that Clarke returned by à Ried 
Horſe to Abbot/ury. He then produced fore 
Nankeen; which he ſaid George Sgnires leſt with 
him for the Reckoning, and Sgusreſs Nathe 
whs affixed to it: He ſaid he remembered the 
Time from the Badneſs of the Weather, and 
becauſe it was Quarter Seſſions at Blandford, 
and ſome of his Neighbours had been there, 
and told him what a vaſt Flood it was in thoſe 
Parts! Upon his e 
aſked 'why he did not give Evidence on the 
Gypſy's Tryal, he ſaid, Becauſe he did: not 

Feen 


4 


1 e \ 
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* 3 *-+ 4 * Ul „ \ 


#14 1 163 1 e f 
know it wg ber, as he had beard there mers 
{-ycral of that Name. rin Þh 
Mr. Murridge, a Turnip SORT Cepoſed; that 


ic dined With themgat Ridgeway tlie tenth f 


/anuary N. B. between Twelve and One! At, 
oon, remembered it was very bad Weather y 
illiam Olarke rode one of his Horſes to h. 
b3tſbury the remembered nothing of any dead 


Horſe lying in the Way: f Yorks 


John Taylor, who ee 15 the Casch and 
or 


[{orſes at Fordington, near cheſter, depoſed, 
he ſaw them there on Thurſday the 4 1th of Ja- 
mary z they went through a. Neighbour 
!Touſe, and through his Stables, on Acequm 
the Waters being up; the young Woman, 
Jucy Squires, he ſaid, was carried over the Wa- 
ter behind the Miller on Horſeback, but that 
the old Woman tucked up her Cloaths about: 
her, and waded through; they: told him they 
tad lain at Ridgeway. oi ek 

Thomas Hunt, a Threſher, of Chest, de- 
noſed, he ſaw them there on Friday the 2th, 
January, 1553, about Four o'Clock in the Af. 
ternoon ; that he let them into an Out- houſe” 
belonging to one Mr. Watts, and chat he, ſaw 
them the next Morning at Eleven o Clock, 

A Woman of Sutſen depoſed, that the: ſavy: 
de Gypſy there the 1gth or 14th of ' January! 
chat the gave her TWo- pence to tel It her Form 
tune; the Son and Pagghter went onthe» 


mean Time. 
. Elizabeth 
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_ Elizabeth Waters ſaid; that the Gypſy atked 
her for ſome Small Beer at her. Maſtet s Haute 
the 14th!4 of N 01:4 b$19-itb 20 blood 
irneſs called Ne 7 rs 


bo bee vs Spread, E os gow 
Q 


Ae be 

15 1 thr Mage 
wrote it on the 18th of January, 1753 gat. the 
Defire of Lucy Squires, and directed i it to Wil. 
Bam Clarke, Cordwainer, at Abbo:/bury, and 
that ſhe ſent. it immediately by her little Bo) 
to the Poſt- Office ; ſaid ſhe was ſure the Seu 
WAS the ſame Wemm. ft yoda 505 
_ Eliza Bet b Egwards, who Bos at Wewer. 
faid — were at her Houſe at the Time of 
Chriſtening, which ſhe proved by a Copy of 

the Regiſter to be on the 22d of , January... 

annah Barnich, her Daughter, poſes 
19 and t at they went away on a Tueſday, 
had never ſeen them befatesg 


a 


that the 


24 2 * Pledget, of he Seven Sisters at La. 
fnhan depoſad, that he remembered they 
came hehe on Feller the 22d of Fanugty,and 
 yould have lodged there, but that he gegn 
Fd hem a 0e Mr. Philipps, a Farmer 

that he took, Notigg,,of her. Face, had let her 
ſome Vs before, and was ſure the Gypſy 


His Wile depoſed. che 


ee 
enc pad given 

lame Cour? then propoſed to adjourn to 
; ane: the, firſt of May to whichithe De- 
| | | uncil wade San * 
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was overguled; The Proſecutor's Coun I then 
geſired that li ubeſh Ce Hefen ok 
ſhould be delivered into Cuſt e N 
of "Newgare's „bot this Was Wiki ainſt 
— the Defendant's: Com; fo Ae Ye 
avs dec be —=＋ 
A ugly her former Baile 
— The. GitlwW²as then 
Coachlas prb ateſ as poMble; but e Fe 
lace Snbng N. out, hing upon and füllcwe it 
wich the "loudeſt Hurzas: and Shoùtings to an 
Houſe-i6 the Old Bailiy, where the went to, 
and they ſtaid about the Door huzzain till 
Eleven Clock; when being rerired, tie Went 
Home! Some of the moſt vulgar of the Pb- 
pulace were ſo audacious and impudeiit” tp Ax. 
7 and inſult Sir Criſp Gaſcepne, as he was 
coming out of the Seffions Houſe . Wh 
one of the Friends of Cammin 
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lee, he Immediately puſhed ini 
and xeſeued him from their Haft 
Friends of Canning were very ric 
this Outrage, and the neut Day? 
lowing Hand- Bills printed) which t q 
livered at Night te 2.05 Crowd" 1 
jembled in the Scfliotns Hoùſe Var 
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« het Evidence bas been heard, which before 
« To-mo6frow Night may eſtabliſh her Innc- 
te cence beyond a Doubt, yet various Attempts 
« have been uſed to prejudice the Publick 
& againſt het. Among other Charges utterly 
© falſe and infamous, it has been publiſhed, 

„ that her Managers (who have arcs re- 
& celved enough from the charitably Diſpoſed 
* to pay the current Charge of this tedious 
« 'Tryal) have hired you to obſtruct Juſtice, 

None of you preſent, none living, can ſay, 
„ that one Word prompting you to eſpouſe 
** her Side has been uttered by any one con- 
5 cerned for her. If. you have any Regard 
<« for Publick Juſtice, for this poor injured. 
Girl, or for yourſelves---by all that is dear 
to you, be perſuaded to Peace, and without 
© the leaſt Murmur or Inſult to any to wait 
<« the Event of this Buſineſs---GOD and, her 
* lugocence have hitherto ſupported her, in 
«the Opinion of many, through unexampled 
58 Diſtreſſes: Leave it to GOD and her Inno- 
<<" cence to carry her through this, and all will 
T be Well.“ | : v1, 


| Notwithſtanding 1 bY Friends 6f, FAD] 
ning were charged with being the Encouragers 
of che ſe Inſults, chough they did every Fhing 
in their Power to prevent them. The greateſt 
Care was taken that could be, that the Girl 
ſbould go to and come from the Seffions Houſe 
privately, to avoid any. huzzaing ; 3 and ſhe was 


puk 
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put into different Dreſſes, and went out at pri. 
vate Doors, and ſometimes Wipdows, that the. 

'*cople waitin about the Houſe might, not 

Know arly Thing of her going out. 

On Wedneſday the Court met again, accord; 
ing to Adjournment z ; when it was informed, in. 
very moving and pathetick Manner, of the. 
great Danger Sir Crifp Gaſteyne had been in 
em the Mob on the Monday Night be fore, 
-1d the Court was moved that A 900 might 
de appointed for the Security of his Perſon, 
en he went from the Seffions Houſe at Nights. 
{he jury likewiſe feating for themſelves, mov'd 
chat a Guard might be allowed to them. The 
Recorder then ſet forth in a very n 

© >cech, the Inſolence and ill i 
ich Proceedings; that the Magiſtracy of the 

City of London were too reſpectable a ody to 
de thus infulted by a Mob; that himſelf too 
ad met with ſome Inſults; but he would haye.. 


em to know, that the Mapiſtiacy were Hot. (o. 


De rerrified 3 that they would £a.t the Bol e, 
tom of it 3 that whoever 11 0 2 
oY look to it. The Council for the N 
dant then aroſe, and rold the. Court” chat f 
would venture to ſay that none of the F chad 
of his Client were concerned in any Thing! of. 
Sort; but fuppohng even that "tr" 8 


and in it; therefore 250 


not to prej wales his "Clibnt, 118 bp could” have 1 
not let cheit ee be plej diced. 
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by any Thing that an outrageous Mob (who 
followed nothing but the Dictates of Paſſion) 
had done or ſhould do during the Courſe of 
the Tryal : That on the Part of his Client, he 
had a Complaint to make of no leſs an Out- 
rage done to her, which was ſhameful to the 
higheſt Degree, and might be of the worſt 
Conſequence to her. He then read a Para- 
graph in the News Paper of the Day betore, 
wherein the Defendant was ſpoken of in a very 
virulent Manner: The Inſults given Sir Cr:/p 
Gaſcoyne, attributed to her or her Friends, with 
an Intent to obſtruct Juſtice, He obſerved, 
that to publiſh ſuch a Paragraph during the 
Courſe of the Tryal, was doing as much as 
could be done to bias and prepoſicſs the Jury 
againſt the Defendant, and therefore cruel to 
the higheſt Degree, unjuſt and illegal. The 
Court agreed with him in this, and recom- 
mended an Information to be laid againſt the 
Printer of the Paper. After this, they pro- 
ceeded to Buſineſs ; and Mr. Alderman Cbitiy 
was called, who depoſed from his Minutes, 
which he took when Elizabeth Canning went 
before him at Guildhall, in Company with Mr. 
Lion, Mr. Naſp, Mr. Wintlebury,, and others, 
that Elizabeth Canning depoſed before him, Ja- 
_nuary 31, 1753, That upon the laſt New- 
Year's-Day, as was returning from her 
Uncle's at or near Sallpetre- Baut, by the dead 
Wall againſt Bedlam in Moorfields, near Ten at 
Night, ſhe was met by two Men, who . 
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ver of Half a Guinea, three Shillings, and a 
'{c!fpznay 3 that they took her Gown from off 
ner Back, and a Straw or Chip Hat; that ſhe 
{iruggled and made a Noiſe, and that one 
[topped her Mouth with ſomething like a 
i {zndkerchief, and ſwore if ſhe made any 
'\oiſe or Reſiſtance they would kill her, and 
ic her a Blow over the Head and ſtunned her, 
111] Corced her along Biſbopſgate-ſtreet, each 
Jing her up under the Arms; but did not 
--ember-any Thing more that paſſed, and did 
not come to herſelf till about half an Hour 
{ore ſhe came to Enfield-Walh, ſo called as 
he had learned fince, where they carried her 
nto a Houſe ; that there were ſeveral Perſons 
the Room; it was ſaid ſhe muſt go their 
Way; and if ſo, ſhe ſhould have fine Cloaths; 
he ſaid ſhe would not, but would go Home, 
and refuſed Compliance; and then 4 Woman 
orced her up Stairs into a Room, and with 
7 'aſe Knife which ſhe had in her Hand cut the 
Lace of her Stays and took them away, and 


told her there were Bread and Water. in the ſaid * | | 


oom, and if ſhe made any Noiſe ſhe would 
come in immediately'a and cut her Throatythen | | 


went out *and Web 85 vor s and that the. 
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Pye which ſhe had in her Pocket, ſhe ſubliſted 
till ſhe got away, which was on the 29th of 
January, about Three or Four o' Clock in the 
Atternoon, and then made the beſt of her Way 
to London, to her Mother's at the Bottom of 
Aldermanbury. She allo ſaid, that ſhe had had 
no Stool, only made Water, all the Time; 
and that there were in that Room an old Stool 
or two, an old Table, and an old Picture over 
the Chimney, two Windows in the Room, one 
faſtened up with Boards, and the other, part 
boarded, andpartglaz'd: At the latter ſhe made a 
Hole by removinga Pane of Glals, forced a Part 
open, and got out upon a Shed of Boards or Pent- 
houſe, and fo id down and jumped upon the 
Side of a Bank on the back Side of the Houle, 
and ſo got into tl. æ Road, and reached her Mo- 
ther's that Night about Ten o' Clock: Her 
Mother being there, ſaid, ſhe got her ſome 
Wine and Water, but ſhe could not ſwallow 
it, and then ſent for the Apothecary for Ad- 
8 „ 

He further added, that ſhe made no Men- 
tion of any Hay in the Room, nor of any 
Gypſy or remarkable Woman, nor of a To- 
bacco Mould or a Saddle, nor the Name of 
any one; and that ſhe ſaid, ſhe had left a little 
Water in the Pitcher: That he was at firſt 
loath to grant her a Warrant, on Account of 
the Improbability of the Story 5 bur that her 
Mailer Lyon and Mr. Wintlebury gave her an 
exceeding good Character. Be.ng aſked 1 * 
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cane to grant the Warrant to apprehend 
other Wells for cutting off Canning's Stays, 
did, that ſome Body mentioned Mother 
///lis to be the Woman that kept a very bad 
Hufe at Enfield-Waſh, where Canning had 
been confined, but could not recollect whom; 
was ſure (he ſaid) that Canning ſaid ſhe had 
carried through Biſbopſgate:ſtreet. 

rtr. Gawen Naſh depoſed, that he went to 
ic. [vous in Aldermanbury, to enquire the 
ruth of the Story in the News Papers; that 
d afterwards at her Examination before 
i'r. Alderman Chitty, as one of her Friends 
{it he thinks Mr. Adamſon was there, but 
es not know Mr. Skirret ; that Canning be- 
died by the Alderman what Sort of a 
somit was that ſhe was confined in, ſaid, It 
Nas a little ſquare darkiſh Room; that there 
ere Boards nailed up at the Window, and that 
rough the Cracks ſhe could ſee the Flertford 
Coach, which uſed to carry her Miſtreſs, 
be likewiſe depoſed, that ſhe ſaid there 
ere an old broken Stool, or a Chair, an Iron 
te in the Chimney, and a few old Pictures 
ung over the Chimney, and that ſhe lay upon 
4s. He ſaid he remembered it very well, 
e it affected him greatly to think the 
, Creature had lain on the Boards that cold 
\-ither ; but that he took no Memorandum 
1 Writing of this or any Thing elſe ſhe ſaid. 
could not recolle&, he ſaid, whether he or 
Wy one elle mentioned Mother Wells, but that 
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Canning ſaid ſhe had heard that Name men 
W once, While ſhe was confined; that the 
gave no particular Deſcription of any one Pcr- 
ſon, nor mentioned Virtue Hall's Name. Be 
ing aſked if he communicated to Hague and 
Al: ridge the Deſcription of the Room, as g 
ven by the Girl to the Alderman, ſaid he dd, 
He depoſed, that the Warrant was given to 
him or Mr. Lyon ; that they intended to have 
ſet out that Night, but his Wife being unwil- 
ling, it was agreed they ſhould poſtpone it till 
the Morning, and the Warrant was delivered 
to Mr. J/hite, the Lord Mayor's Officer, t9 
apprehend the People at Mother Wells's early 
in the Morning ; that on the next Day he and 
Mr. Lyon, her Maſter, with Mr. Aldridge and 
Mr. Hague, ſet out in a Coach for Mother 
cls; that about a Mile from Enfeeld they 
were met by ſome People riding as hard as they 
could, to inform them that they had ſeized al 
the People; that being arrived at Enfield, he 
was impatient to ſee the Room, went into three, 
but neither anſwering her Deſcription, he went 
into the Kitchen, and aſked a Man he ſaw there 
if there was no other Room in the Houle; 
upon which he unbuttoned a Door, which £9- 
ing up a few Steps, led into the Loft; chat 
there was no Lock to the Door, nor any Siga 
of there havirg ever been one, there being no 
Marks of any Nails; that there was an out- 
ward Door, which had a Bar, which ſecured 
> Loft and the Cellar; that he found the 
. Room 
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j}20m to be a long Room; that there was no 
ly in the Room with him then, but a la- 
Huring Man, who ſhow'd him up; that he 
ok no particular Notice of any Thing there, 
- becauſe, as it did not anſwer the Deſcription, 
he thought it had not been the Room; that he 
then came down to Mr. H/hite the Olficer, and 
ed him what he thought of the Affair; he ſaid, 
he believed they were got into a wrong Box : 
+: then went to his Companions who had 
eme with him, and were then at the Punch 
, a Publick-Houſe oppoſite, and aſked 
f n whether they would not go over and ſee 

' Room 3 upon which Mr. Lyon and Adam- 
went over with him, with ſome other Peo- 
-- ; that when they were come into the Loft, 

me Gentlemen ſaid, that muſt be the Room; 

0 r that he ſaid to Mr. Lyon, that it did not 
a1ilwer the Account which the Girl had given 
ui it; to which Mr, Lyon replied, that the 
1inings there might have been put in ſince; 
that theſe Things were about half a Load of 
lay, a Neſt of Drawers, about four Feet by 
thre high, and a Tub in which ſome Pollard 
„three old Saddles, two of which were 
«Yumen's Saddles, and a Parcel of Hay made 
to the Form of a Bed; that over the Bed 
vere a Jack-Line and Pullies, and that there 
was a Hole where the Jack-Line had gone 
through, which was ſtuffed with Hay ; that it 
was a thin Clay and Lath Wall, which ſepa- 
iated the Loft from the Kitchen; andthat, if the 
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Hay had been removed, any one might fl. 
very plain in, the Kitchen, and acroſs. the 
Kitchen into the Road; that there Was à little 

= Chimney. i in the Room, which ſeemed to be 

Place for the warming a Glue - Pot. Qyer the 

Chimney was a little Ledge, on Which god an 
old ruſty Caſement, covered with Duſt and 
Cobwebs; believed it had been there {one 
Years, from tne Duſt and Cobwebs that were 
about it, and that he thought the Cobbs 
united it with the Wall; that there was no 
Grate in the Chimney, nor any Mark, of one 

having been there; thinks there was no Hearth, 
could not recollect if there was any Cobw«bs 
about the Chimney ; that there was no Ap- 

Pearance of there having ever been any. Pic- 

tures over the Chimney ; that at the North 

+ End of the Room there was a Window, one 
Part glazed, the other boarded up; this Win- 

dow commanded the great Road, through 

Which all Travellers might be ſeen, and. even 


>, heard; that within nine or ten Feet of that 


Window, there is a watering Pond ; that the 
other Window of the Room never had been 
boarded up, and that was large enough for him 


to get out at; and it was ſo low, he ſhook 


Hands with his Wife out of it that the Caſe- 
ment opened and ſhut extreamly eaſy andi that 
there were Trees grew ſo very, near. ite chat 
they were almoſt within his Reach: Ihe 
Room, he ſaid, could never have been dark. 


weed the I les were not pointed * 
on 
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/on came into the Room long before Canning. 
1nd laid hold of the Boards at the North Win- 
dow; and pull'd them down; that after the 
people were all ſecured, they went over the 
Way, and were impatient that Elizabeth Can- 
ung was not come; that Adamſen and another 
ro/ied up to know who ſhould go and meet 
them. Adamſon went, and returned waving: 
iis Hat, ſaying, We are all right, for Bet 
©.ys there is a little Hay in the Room. That 
den Canning came, ſhe was taken out of the 
Chaiſe in the Arms of a Man, and carried into 
other Wells's Kitchen, where ſhe was ſer 
pon the Dreſſer for about four or five Mi- 
utes ; that the Door of the Loft was then 
open; that afterwards ſhe ſat upon a Stool in 
he Middle of the Houſe, for near twenty 
Minutes, the Door of the Loft remaining all 
ihe while open; that when ſhe was carried pnto 
e Parlour, where there were many People, 
in order for her to pitch upon the Perſon who 
"ut off her Stays, the Gypſy ſat on the Right 
land Side, and Mother Wells on the Left; 
dat as ſoon as Canning came in, ſhe fixed on 
the Gypſy, and ſaid, That was the Women ; 
that he could not then ſee the Gypſy's Face, 
auc cannot tell whether Canning could: And 
when Squrres's Daughter told her Mother that 
ſhe was fixed upon as the Perſon who had. 
robbed Canning, ſhe then got up, and came 
croſs the Room to Canning, ſaying, Madam, 
vou ſay I robbed ou Look at this Face, 
and, 


i 
and, i you hade ever ſeen it before, you mi 
remember it, for I believe that God Hug, 
never made ſuch anotber. When Cammg told 
her when it was, ſhe ſaid, Lord, Madam ] 
was 120 Miles off at that Time: He aſked |»: 
where ſhe was; ſhe ſaid, at Abbot/bury in Dor- 
ſetſhire, and that ſhe could bring an hundted 
 Feople to prove it, who had known her thirty 
or lorty Years : That there were People in the 
Room who ſaid, Lord, fhe has been here but a 
very liltle while ; and that there was a Womai 
called Natus, who ſaid the had been in the 
Houſe ten or eleven Weeks, and that the 
Gypſy had been there but a little while, and 
that ſhe had never ſeen Elizabeth Canning there 
before. „ 
After this, Canning was led to ſee the Place 
of her Confinement, and carried into ſevera! 
Rooms, then into the Loft: She ſaid, ſhe be- 
lieved that was the Room. Being aſked what 
ſhe remembered in the Room, ſhe turning 
about to the Left Hand, ſaid; ſhe remembered 
it by that Hay, but ſaid there was more added 
to it. Being aſked then what elſe ſne remem- 
bered, and a Pitcher being taken up from che 
Ground, ſhe ſaid, That is the Fug 1 drant my 
Water out of : Then a Gentleman took up a 
Tobacco Mould, and aſked her if ſhe remem- 
bered that; ſhe ſaid, ſhe did: Another Gen- 
tleman aſked her, what elſe ſhe remembered, 
and if there were ahy Saddles in the Room ; 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe believed there might be one, 1 
7 0 
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ſhe did not remember any Thing of a Neſt of 
Drawers ; Being aſked why ſhe did not eſcape 
out of the Eaſt Window, he ſaid, ſhe did not 
{now but it was faſt. She ſaid; ſhe remem- 
bered nothing of the Jack-Line, and ſtill per- 
fred that the Gypſy was the Woman who 
robbed her. © | | 

Mr. Naſh further depoſed, that Judith Na- 
tus ſaid, that ſhe had lain in the Loft ten or 
cleven Weeks. The Concluſion of Mr. Naſb's 


Evidence was, That from that very Time ne 


thought Canning an Impoſtor, or elſe greatly 
deceived, and that he had given up eſpouſing 
her Cauſe from that very Day: He was aſked 
his three or four Times, and replied, that from 
that very Hour he had lefthaving any Thing to 
do in her Favour ; that he had often declared 
the ſame as he had depoſed now, in common 
_onverſation. Being aſked how he came not 
to declare this upon the Tryal of the Gypſy, 
he ſaid, he was preſent at Part of the Tryal, 
but being Butler to the Goldſmith's Company, 
and having a great Dinner to get for them that 
Day, he left the Old Bailey by Eleven o'Clock ; 
and that though he was a little diſcontented at 
the Evidence of Canning, yet he thought the 
Gypſy would not have been convicted, and if 
he had thought ſo; he would have ſtaid and gi- 
ven the ſame Evidence as he had done now; 
_ that ſoon after he heard Mary Squires was re- 
ipited, he went voluntarily to the Lord Mayor, 
being diffatisfied in his own' Mind, and told 
| PE him 
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bim he could let him into the whole Affair. 
Upon bis Croſs-Examination, he was aſked 
whether he had not htard the Gypſy poſitively 
ſworn againſt by Canning, before he left the 
Seſſions Houſe, which muſt needs convict her; 
he owned he had: Upon which it was obſerv'd, 
that it was very odd, when the Life of a Per- 
lon was concerned, and going to be condemn'd 
unjuſtly, that he ſhould not ſtay or return to 
give his Evidence. He was then aſked, whe- 
ther he was ſure that Judith Natus did ſay ſhe 
had lain in the Loft ten or eleven Weeks, or 
only in the Houſe; to this he could give no 
politive Anſwer. A Letter was then ſthown 
him, which he owned to be his Hand Writing, 
Mr. Hague and Mr. Aldrich gave much the 
{ame Account as Mr. Naſh, only they ditfered 
in that one of them ſaid there were Marks of 
ſome Lock or Faſtening to the Door which fed 
up to the Loft, where Canning was confined, 
and-that there was a Sort of a Ledge. or Pent- 
houſe under the Window, from whence the 
ſaid ſhe got out, Both ſaid they dropped 
Canning*s Cauſe from that Time. Being aſk'd, 
they both owned they were at the Tryal of the 
Gypſy, and gave the Reaſons why they did not 
then give Evidence, to ſave the Life of a Wo- 
man whom they thought wrongfully accuſed : 
One ſaid, he was ſo ſhocked at it, that he had 
not Power to ſpeak any Thing about it, tho? 
he ſtaid all the I ryal, which laſted ſome Hours; 
the other ſaid, he was engaged to dine with a 
Gentleman 
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Gentleman in Smithfield, therefore left the Seſ- 
ſions Houſe before the Tryal was quite finiſhed. 

The next Witneſs called was Fortune Natus, 
who depoſed, That he and his Wife lay in that 
very Room during the Time Canning fays ſhe 
was .confined there; ſays, when they came 
there, there was half a Load of Hay ia the 
Room, which Room he ſays was called the 
Work-Shop ; that his Bed was made of Hay 
and Straw, and his Bolſter was a Sack of 
Wooll ; there was no Grate in the Room; 


that there was a Neſt of Drawers, and two or |jlf 


three Side-Saddles, a Man's Saddle, a large 
Drawer with ſome Pollard, and that there was a 
Tub, which was hooped with Iron Hoops; 


that there was a Barre), or Kilderkin, and an I 


od Gun and a Gun Barrel; and in the Chim- 


ney an old Lanthorn, a Spit, a Saw with two ||| 


Handles, and a Jack and Pullies 3 that the | 
Pullies came through a Hole at his Bed's Head, 
and that Hole was a Matter of three Feet 


long: He ſaid, there was an old Sign there, 


the Sign of the Crown, which he ſays uſed to 
hang at Mother /ellss Door, and that ſtood 
againſt the Wall; that there were no Pictures 
there, but an old Iron Caſement without Glaſs | 
or Lead; that he lodged in this Room twelve 
Weeks, excepting three Days, and lay there 
every Night, excepting one, and that his Wife 
lay there every Night: He ſays, the Sign that 
lay there was bought by one Ersa 'Whiffen ; 
and that, to his Obſervation, nothing me | 

| taken || 
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taken out of the, Room while he lay chere; 


that he was there all the Month of Zanyary, 
all New Chriſtmas, Old Chriſtmas, and till they 
were all taken up. „ 

Fudith Natus, who ſaid ſhe was Wife to 
Fortune Natus, gave much the ſame Account 
as he had done; but, when ſhe was aſked if 
there was a Sign in that Room ; ſhe ſaid, there 
was, and it was the Sign of the Fountain. 
Afterwards ſhe ſaid there were two Signs, and 
the other was the Sign of the Crown. She 
ſcemed to forget ſeveral Things which her Huſ- 
band ſaid was in the Room, and recollected 
others, never mentioned before, particularly a 
Parcel of Pan-Tilcs. 

Sara Howell, Daughter to Mother Wells, 
depoſed, that ſhe was there eyery Day during 
the Month of January; but ſhe ſays ſhe had 
no Acquaintance with Mary Squires, her Son 
or Daughter; but ſhe ſays they came there 
upon a Wedneſday, and were all taken up on the 
Thurſday Se'nnight. The Pitcher being pro- 
duced to her, ſhe ſwore it was the very ſame 
Pitcher that was uſed in the Family : And ſhe 
likewiſe depoſed, that Fortune Natus and his 
Wife were there in that Time, and that ſhe 
was there when they were all taken up: She 
ſays, that Fortune Natus and his Wife lay in 
the Work- Shop about two Months; that there 
was a conſiderable Quantity of Hay in the 
Room, which was to feed her Mother's Horſe, 
and ſome Pollard was there to feed the mou » 
72 | that 
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that ſhe could not take upon her to ſwear ſhe 


lay in the Houſe once during the whole Month 


of Fanuary, but was there every Day, or al- 
molt every Day, in that Time. She ſaid, that 
Virtue Hall went as often into the Hay- Loft as 
ſhe did; that, upon the eighth of January, 
Edward Allen, Giles Knight, and John Larney, 
lopped the Trees which were over-againſt the 
Window; and that Yirive Hall and herſelf 
were at the Window at that Time ; that ſhe 
opened the Caſement herſelf, and it opened 
vely eaſy. 

John Larney, Giles Knight, and Edward Al- 
an, gave an Account of their lopping the 
Trees on the eighth of January, that ſtood 3 Juſt 
againſt the Window of the Room in which 


Ca anning ſaid ſhe was confined, and talked to 
Sarab Howel and Virtue Hall the Time they were 


looking out at the Window of the Hay Loft. 


Ezra Whiffen, who keeps the White Hart 


and Crown, at Enfield-IWafh, depoſed, that he 
bought that Sign of the Crown which was in 


the Hay-Loft i in Mother Wells's Houle ; and 
that afterwards, on the 18th of January, he 
bought the old Hooks of Mother Hells, and 
that he went up into the Hay-Loft to look for 


them, and that he faw Juditb Natus in Bed 


there; he ſays, the Irons were in a Piece of 
Wood; that his Son carried it Home upon 
his Shoulders, and knocked out the Hooks, 


and brought it back again; he lays, he went 
forward to Wormley. 


Jobn 


| 
| 
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Jobn Whiffen depoſed, 'he was Son to the 
laſt Witneſs; that he went with his Father "ll 


Mother Mells's, but did not go into the Wotk-" 45 
Shop; that he brought away the Piece 3 


Wood the Hooks were fixed in, and took but 
the Hooks, and brought the Wood back 


again. 


Maſb, and was Son to Mother Wells; that he 
was in the Work- Shop on the 19th, a2 0th, and 
21ſt of January; he ſaid, his Mother had ſent 


him there on theſe Days to fetch Pollard to feed 


the Sow and Pigs, and that Fortune Natus and 


his Wife were the only People that were in that 


Room. He fays, he attended the Tryal of 
| Squires, but the Mob would not ſuffer him to 


come in, and that he was forced to go away. 
Mr. Deputy Molineaux depoſed, that he 


happened to be with the late L.ord Mayor (af- 
ter Mhry Squires was convicted) when Canning X 


John Howel depoſed, he lived at Euffeld- 


and Jirtue Hall were brought there in order. | 


to be examined; and that, after my Lord 
Mayor had examined Virtue Hall, her Anſwer _ 
was, ſhe had nothing to ſay at that Time He”. 
| fays, the Pitcher and Bed-Gown were produc d; 


that Canning took up the Gown, in order to, 


1 
CRY 


take it away, as it appeared to him; and my 


Lord Mayor ſaid, No, you muſt not take . 


acway; that then ſhe ſaid, It is my Mother's. 

This, he ſays, ſurprized him a great deal; be- 

cauſe, on the Tryal of Squires, ſhe ſaid, ſhe. 
2 took” 
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took it out of the Grate in the Room where ſhe | 


fig the Was confined. 
On the Croſs- Examination, Mr, Deputy 
Malineaux was afked, whether he had then 
ard any Thing of Virtue Hall's recanting; 
: ſaid, he had heard ſhe had recanted: And 
there was ſome Difference between the Wit- 
EE who had ſeen Virtue Hall and Sarah 
Jocbell at the Window of the Loft ; ſome ſay⸗ 
ing, that Virtue Hall looked cut at the Win- 
low, and Sarab Howell lean'd over her Shoul- 
ir; and others, that Virtue Hall was A. e 
. They likewiſe differed in Regar 
ow the 5 of the Trees were dilpoſed 
of : One of them ſaid, that he remembered the 
ime and the Circumſtances; becauſe he took 
Home one of the Clumps of the Wood, and 


er his Chimney on Fire by it. The Council 
ler ved upon this, that it was a little ſtrange a 
© imney ſhould be ſet on Fire by a per: | 


green Wood, juſt cut from the Tree. 


Ong of the Clerks of the Fo Oer ar 


amined in Regard to the Poſt Mark on the 
Letter ſworn on the other Side to be wrote at 


Haſingſtott for Lucy Squires, January 18, 1753.1 


te ſaid, the Poſt Mark, if it was One, (for he 
could not tell whether it was or not) was ſo ob- 


cure, that he could not ſay whether it was Ba- ; 
WL 17 toke or any other Place, and he believed no 


Mlan elſe could; and the Letter was handed 


out the Court to the Judges, Council; Sc. 


+ Ut no one ſaid it was ſufficiently plain to be 
made 
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made out for any Place. The Clerk ſaid, it. 
was the London Poſt Mark, but was not cer- 
tain that it was marked the 19th of January. 
Upon being aſked, he ſaid the Stamps or Marks 
they made Uſe of, were the ſame for one Year 
as another, without any Difference, and that the 
old ones were flung by. 

Another Witness to prove the Gyply's being 
at Abbotſbury, (who could not attend before) 
was called : This was one Wake, an Exciſc- 
man, who depoſed, he ſaw the Gypſy at G14- 
bons, in Abbotſbury, the firſt of Januar), 
1753, and to the ninth ; that ſhe adviſed or 
made him ſomething hot, to take going to Bed, 
| becauſe he was not well. His Evidence was 
much the ſame as what the other Witneſſes had 
depuſed : He added, that he ſaw the Gypſy 
after wards in Newgate, and knew her immedi- 
ately, and that ſhe knew him. Appearing in a 
Foot Soldier's Dreſs when be gave his Evidence, 
he was aſked how he came to be exchanged 
from an Exciſe Officer to a Foot Soldier; he 
replied, he was diſcharged from the Exciſe for 
Stamping: This being an unuſual Term, he 
was deſired to explain it; which he did by 
ſaying, it was writing down in his Book with- 
out having been his Round to examine the 
Stock of the Publicans, Oc. | 

The Council for the Proſecution having gone 
through theſe Witneſſes, reſted it. 5 

The Council for the Defendant then roſe 
up, and made a very ſtrong and ſenſible Speech: 

in 
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In which he obſerved, That his Client, after ſuffer- 
ing to an uncommon Degree, by being almoſt ſtarv'd 
to Death, was now brought to a Tryal for MIN 
and Corrupt Perjury ; that he had ſeen with fome 
Surprize, the Council for the Proſecution challeng- 
ing no leſs than Sixteen of the Jury; that he be- 
lizved, except in Caſes of Treaſon, that there had 
ver been an Inſtance before of a Proſecutor chal- 
longing Sixteen of the Jury out of twenty-four ; 
lowever, he was very well pleaſed with it, as he 
hoped, after this, that the Proſecutor, if a Verdict 
was given againſt him, would remain ſatisſied that 
Tuſtice had been done him. He then obſerved, that 
thought nothing amounting to a poſitive Proof 
114 been breught againſt his Client, and that where 
a Caſe was doubtful, the Law always inclinet to 
he merciful Side. That he did not ſuppoſe that the 
Witneſſes who had ſworn to the Gypſy's being at 
Abbat/bury at the Time, had wiltully perjured them- 
ſclves, but that the Alteration of the Style, juſt at 
that Time, it was well known had greatly con- 
founded the People, and that even to this Day it was 
uſual with us to ſay (talking of the Seaſons, &c.} chat 
it is only ſuch a Day of the Month, according as we 
uſed to reckon ; that this Cuſtom of reckoning by 
two different Computations or Styles, neceſlarily 
would puzzle any one in fixing ſome Months afrer on 
the particular Time on which any Thing bap- 
pened ; that the Gypfy was really at Abhar/bury, 
near about the Time in Queſtion; he did ſup- 
poſe ; but the Queſtion was, whether it was at that 
particular Time, | es EC dint. 

He then obſerved how difficult it was for'any 'one, 
who had made no Memorandum of it, to remember 
auy common Fact ſome Months after it had happen 


*0 chat the Gypy,veing at Abbotſbury was no No- 


velty, 
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velty, as ſhe was often there, for People to take No- 
tice and remember the particular Time; but that 
if, in ſuch a- Caſe, one more forward than the reſt, 
pretenged., to, remember the exact Tine, it was very 
natural for his Neighbours to concur with his Poſi- 
tiveneſs, and ſo all agree upon the ſame Time. This 
he thought was the moſt rational Way of accounting 
for what had been ſworn about the Gypſy's being at 
Abbolſbury; becauſe, on their Side, they bad ſeveral 
as credible Witneſſes to prove that ſhe was really then 
at Enfield. He then obſerved, that on the Proſecutor's 
Side, they did not ſeem deſirous of coming to the 
Truth; for that if they had been ſo, the molt proba- 
ble and likely Way to have done it, would have been 
to have examined Lucy Squires, and Mary, the two 
Daughters of the Gypſy ; one of whom had, been 
with her Mother all the Time, and therefore certainly 
muſt know where ſhe was, and conſequently the moſt 
proper Perſon to be examined ; and if theſe, upon a 
ſeparate Examination, had agreed in one and a proba- 
ble Story, he would have flung up his Brief immedi- 

_ ately : But that the Council for the Proſecution, had 
declined to bring theſe Witneſſes to an Examination; 
as likewiſe Virtue Hall, upon whoſe Recantation the 
whole Affair was founded. He then went on to 
conſider the Proof brought from the Letter ſuppoſed 

to be wrote at Baſing /toke, the 18th of Fanuary, 
1753, and defired the Court to obſerve, that the 
Date was only January 18th, 175, the Corner where 
the Figure 3 ſhould have been being torn off; ſo that 
for any Thing that appeared, the Letter might have 
been wrote in 1750, 1751, or 1752 : He likewiſe 
obſerved, that the whole Letter beſides was very 
clean and perfect, arid that this Corner in particular 
* could not have been injured by the Seal in breaking it 
open, becau ſe it appeared this very Corner had been 


folded 
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ſolded inwards, fo that it could not have been in- 
jured by any Accident, unleſs the whole of the Eet- 
ter had been injured. He alſo took Notice, that 
Ar. Clarte, of Dorcheſter, who wis-ſaid'to haveè fe- 
ccived this Letter by Miſtake, ſhould have appeared 
to have proved the Day on which it came to his 
{{znds, but that he had not been called, *tho” fo very 
material an Evidence, if he actually received the 
Leiter at the Time ſaid. He then ſpoke to the Poſ- 
b.lity of Canning's Story, and even the Probability 
Fit conſidering all the Circumſtances that attended 
it. He obſerved that what his Brother Council on 
the other Side had ſaid, that Villains and Robbers 
would never do Miſchief merely for the ſake'of do- 
ing it, frequent Experience contradiaed. As to the 
{mprobability, which he had obſerved, of no one 
paling by to ſee Bedlam, at the Lime the Girl was 
ſtopt and robbed z he muſt in Reply ſay, that if his 
Brother Council had taken it it his Head to go and: 
lee Bedlam at fuch an unſeafonable Time, between 
the Hours of Nine and Ten at Night, that he ſhould 
not have been ſurprized had the Keeper taken and 
'ocked him up among the mad People he came to 
ſce. IEG | 

He next urged ſtrongly, That notwithſtanding all 
the extraordinary Pains that had been taken, th 
ad not been able to prove in the leaſt that the Girl 
as in any other Place than where ſhe had ſworn ſhe 
was. What ! (ſays he) could a poor ignorant 
“Girl without Money, without Friends, have the 
Art and Means to conceal herſelf a whole Month, 
© undiſcovered by any one, to lie-in, or to be ſali- 
*« vated, as has been ſaid ? Strange! and incredible 
* 15 it, that neither Midwife, Nurſe, or Surgeon, 
under whoſe Care ſhe was, ſhould have blabbed 
nothing in all this Time ] It is well known that 


Ladies 
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*© Ladies of the greateſt Fortune, that have Money 
to buy Silence, yet cannot purchaſe Secrecy'on 
„ theſe Occaſions, but their - Miſcarriages of this 
© Kind will get Abroad; and yet not a ſingle Sy]- 
&« 1able, for the Space of ſixteen Months, has come 
«© out to prove Canning's being in any other Place 
© whatſoever than the Houſe of Mother Melli.“ 
He next obſerved, That it was contrary: to Na- 
ture for People to become deſperately wieked and 
inhuman all at once ; that it was always by Degrees, 
and Step by Step, that People arrived to the Heighe 
of Wickedneſs; but that the Defendant's Character 
was proved to be blameleſs and irreproachable in 
every Reſpect, till the very Hour of this Affair: 
Modeſty, Scbriety, Induſtry, and Good-nature,:were 
her Characteriſticks; and therefore it was quite in- 
credible, that all of a ſudden ſhe ſhould become 
wicked enough to invent fuch a Story, and to be 
guilty of the vileſt Perjury and moſt premeditated 
Murder, by wilfully and deliberately ſwearing away 
the Life of an innocent Perſon. It has been tre- 
ported (faid he) that the whole was a Contrivance 
between her and her Mother, to get Money by the 
Contributions of the Humane and Charitable; but 
it was not a Thing to be believed, that any Perſon 
would on Purpoſe reduce themſelves to the deplora- 
ble and miſerable Condition which it was known 
beyond all Doubt that Canning was in, even to 
within a Hair's Breadth of Death, upon the uncer- 
rain Hopes of getting a little Money: It was even a 
Contradiction to Reaſon and common Senſe, that any 
one would, for the Sake of getting Money, reduce 
t emſelves to ſo deſperate a Condition, as to leave 
little Hopes of living to receive it: And it could as 
little be imagined, that any Mother could become a 
Party in ſuch a Act, and fee a beloved Daughter re- 
La | | ducing 
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!cing herſelf to ſuch a miſerable and deplorable 
(-ndittony for the Sake of a very uncertain Proſpect 
Gain. He next ſhewed. the Probability of Mo- 
er Wells's Houſe being the Place ſhe was confined 
particularly from the Circumſtance of the black 
cher. When ſhe firſt came Home, ſhe ſaid ſhe 
-.d had Water in the Place of her Confinement, in 
iche a particular coloured Pitcher, that held about 
ſich a particular Quantity, and that was broken in 
{ich a particular Manner: And when the Perſons 
ent down to apprehend Mother Fells, &c. a 
Pitcher of the very ſame Colour, of the ſame Size, 
broken in the ſame Manner, was found in the 
er Room where ſhe ſaid ſhe had been confined ; 
.nd the Pitcher was owned by the People who lived 
the Houſe to be their Pitcher, and Mells had ſaid 
gut Canning had never been in the Houſe (to ſee this 
cher) till the Time the came to apprehend her. He 
hen obſerved, that Canning's fixing on the Gypſy as 
e Perſon who had robbed her, was avery ſtrong Cir- 
c::m{tance that ſhe was no Impoſtor, and ſwore ta 
e beſt of her Belief ; for if ſhe had been an Impoſ- 
r. ſhe would moſt certainly have -fixed on Mother 
elt, againſt whom ſhe knew every Body was 
''rongly prepoſſeſſed, and who could not have prov'd 
ing elſewhere, and not upon a Woman who at the 
very Time faid ſhe. was in another Place: If ſhe had 
ed upon Mother Well, her Character was fo in- 
{1r10us, that nobody would either have pitied or de- 
f-nded her. That had Canning been an Impoſtor, 
and ſo deſperately wicked, as not to mind Perjury, 
de would- moſt certainly have fixed on the Gypſy's 
Son as the Perſon who robbed her, as well as on the 
(Gypſy herſelf for cutting off her Stays. 
He then took Notice of what one of the Council 
n the other Side had ſaid about her Flight from 
1 Juſtice, 


( 190 ) 
Juſtice“, and obſerved, that whatever he might have 
read in Popiſh Legends, and other fabulous Hiſtoric, 
yet, in the preſent Age, (tho' perhaps as virtuous as 
any other) it could not be believed that any, Magi- 
ſtrate would fit upon the, Bench, and condemn him- 
ſelf ; tho', for his Part, he could have wiſhed that 
Magiſtrate had been then on the Bench, for: then it 
could not have been conſiſtent with the Dignity of 
the Office, to have acted in the Manner which, per- 
haps, he now m:ght do without any Impropriety. 
he ſecond Council obſerved, that the Proſecution 
againſt the Defendant was, in the Nature of it, liable 
to be of very ill Conſequence to the Publick, and an 
Obſtruction to the Courſe of Juſtice ; for if Perſons 
were liable to be indicted for wilful and corrupt Per- 
jury, upon an Alibi Defence, it would make every 
one aſraid of ſwearing to any Perſon upon any Tri- 
al; becauſe, as it was notorious, there were Perſons 
to be got to ſwear any Thing for Hire, ſo every 
Robber and Villain, that happened to be acquitted, 
might lay an Indi@ment of wilful and corrupt Per- 
jury againſt his Proſecutor, by thus proving himſelf 
elſewhere at the Time. He then ſhow'd how uncer- 
tain it was to judge on any Occaſion, from the Im- 
probability,or Probability of Circumſtances; and men- 
tioned two or three Trials, in which a wrong Verdict 
bad been given by this Means; One of a High way- 
man, who was acquitted of a Robbery he was really 
guilty of, as he afterwards confeſſed himſelf, becauſe 
it was thought impoſſible that a Man ſhould ride 
from London to York the ſame Day; another of two 
or three Perſons executed for the Murder of Lord 
Campgen's Steward, on very probable Circumſtances ; 
and ſome Years after the Steward returned from A- 
| | broad, 
* See Page 145, | 
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broad, where he. had upon ſome Account ſecreted 
himſelf all the Time. | 

After the Council had finiſhed their Speeches, the 

itneſſes for the Defendant were called. 1675 
Edward Lions, who lives in Aldermanbury, 
J-poſed, Elizabeth Canning lived Servant with 
un till the Time ſhe was miſſing on the firſt, 
of January, 1753; that he had known her 
[\xteen Years, and gave her an extream good 
Character; that ſhe went to ſee her Uncle 
with Leave) but he ſaw no more of her till 
the g iſt of the ſame Month; that he was with 
her before Mr. Alderman Ch:tty ; that be, be- 
ing ſomewhat deafiſh, could not take upon him 
'© ſay all that paſſed ; that there was a War- 
rant granted, and he and ſeveral others went 
own to Mother Wells's Houſe, and the Peo- 
|: of the Houſe were ſecured : That, when 
Canning was brought there and ſet upon the 
Dreiſer, he cautioned her to be very careful to 
charge no Body but who ſhe was ture was 
guilty; ſhe ſaid, ſhe would be careful: That 
che firſt of the People taken up ſhe ſaw was 
Mother 1/ells. She, upon ſeeing her, ſaid ſhe 
had done nothing at all to her; but upon ſee- 
ing Mary Squires, ſaid, the was the Woman 
that cut her Stays off. Being aſked if he be- 
lieved ſhe ſaw her Face before ſhe challenged 
her, he faid, Les; and ſhe. thought | George 
Sguires, after he had put on his Great Coat, ex- 
reamly like one of the Men that robbed her in 
Meerfelds-: He alſo faid, that Mr. Naſo teem” 
| e a 
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at coming Home to be well ſatisfied in what 
was done then, or at leaſthe had very little or no 
Room to think the contrary ; that Mr, Naſh 
was once at his Houſe afterwards, and at going 
out, ſaid, Mr. Lions, I hope God Almighty wil 
deſtroy the Model by which he made that Face, 
and never make another by it, meaning the 
Gypſy ; and that Mr. Naſh ſent him the Let- 
ter which was ſhewn in Court to Mr. Naſb on 
on his Examination, and which he owned to 
be his Hand- Writing, dated February to, to 
this Purport : 


&« Myr. Lions, 


I am informed by Mr. Aldridge, who has 
„ been at Euſield, that, if a Perſon was ap- 
6c 2 there to receive Contributions, ſome 
Money would be raiſed in that Place for the 
“ unhappy poor Girl. 1 wiſh you Succels, 
« and am, | 
Zour's, 
GAWEN NAS R. 


That Mr. Hague ſaid, as they were coming 
up, he ſaw no Grate in the Chimney, or Pic- 
ture over it; that he anſwered, they are move- 
able Things, and might have been taken away 
ſince; that they came Home all very good 
Friends; that he never found any Doubt from 
Naſh, Aldridge, and Hague, till after the Tryal 
of Sguires; and that he verily believed, when 
he ſaw Mr. Naſb in Court on the Tryal of 


Mar 
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Mary Squires, that he would then have given 
his Evidence againſt the Gypſy. 

Thomas Colley, Canning's Uncle, who lives at Salt- 
+::r:-Bank, at whoſe Houſe ſhe had been on the firſt 
of January, depoſed to the ſame he did on the Tryal 
of Squires ; * and his Wife was next called, who 
confirmed the fame. 

Elizabeth Canning, the Mother, depoſed her 
Naughter was nineteen Years old, and to the ſame 
Purport as on the former Tryal; with this Addition, 
that her Daughter ſaid ſhe. had heard the Name of 
alls or Fells mentioned in the Houſe where ſhe 
had been confined, before any Body mentioned ſuch' 
Words to her. On her Croſs-Examination ſhe ſaid 
ſhe had been to a Conjurer who lives in the Old Bai- 
l-y, to enquire where her Daughter was, Cc. that 
he took her Money and bid her go Home, and ad- 
vertiſe her again, and ſhe would hear of her. Being 
ak2d if he did not ſay any Thing about her Daugh- 
ter's being kept by ſome black Woman, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
believed he might, but ſhe was ſo frightened when 
he ſhut the Door upon her, and began his Conjura- 
tions, that ſhe could not be poſitive of any Thing. 
he ſaid. She likewiſe gave a very particular Account 
of the Pains ſhe had taken to find her Daughter out, 
when ſhe was firſt miſſed, by going to every Place 
tet ſhe thought there was the Jeaſt Proſpect of find- 
ing her in, ſuch as Hoſpitals, Priſons, and the like, as 
ihe heard that People ſometimes, through Accidents 
and Miſtakes, were carried immediately to ſuch 
Places, Without ſending firſt to their Friends. 

Mary Northam depoſed, ſhe carried all the 1 
tiſements to the Printer, which were in the Daily 
Advertiſer, by the Directions of Mrs, Canning. 

8 | Jang 
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James Lord, Apprentice to Mrs. Canning, 
depoſed to Elizabeth Canning's being miſſed, 
the great Concern his Mittrets was in on that 
Account, and that when ſhe returned his Miſ- 
treſs was at Prayers for her Daughter's Return; 
that when ſhe came to the Door, he did not at 
firſt know her, nor till ſhe ſpoke, ſhe was in 
ſuch a deplorable Condition; that his Miſtreſs 
fell in a Fit upon it; that ſhe had a Bit of a 
Handkerchiet over her Head, and an old 
en on, and that ſhe was a very ſober Girl. 


je gave a very particular Account of his being ſent 
to Canning” s Uncle {where ſhe dined on the Day ſhe 
was mitted) about Eleven o'Clock at Night, to fee 
after her; when they were firſt alarmed at her not 
coming Home, and again there the next Morning 
eatly, and divers other Places all Day long ; - ſaid, 
that his Miſtreſs uſed to pray every Night to GOD 
for her Daughter's Return, and begged of him to 
do ſo too that the Girl, when ſhe came Home, 
ſad ſhe had heard the Name of Mother Wis, or 

FFelis, where ſhe had been confined. 
Robert Scarrat depoſed that he, hearing Canning 
was returned the Night ſhe came Home, went into 
her Mother's Houſe ; that he heard her ſay ſhe had 
been on the Z{-4t/ordfhire Road, about eight or ten 
Miles from London; that he ſaid he would lay a 
Guinea to a Farthing ſhe had been at the Houſe of 
Mother Mells, and ſhe ſaid the. heard the Name of 
Nis or Wells mentioned while ſhe Was in Conhne- 
ment, (which was in a longiſh darkiſh Room) and 
ſaw a Coachman whom ſhe knew go by, through a 
Crack of the Boards at the Window. Being aſked 
if he kad any Knowledge of Elzabeth Cane be- 
fore, he ſaid he never a her, to his Knowledge, 
before 
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before that Night: He faid he had been at Mother 


//ells's Houſe ſometimes when he lived Servant with 
Mr. Snee at Edmonton. | | 


Mary Mires depoſed, ſhe had known. the 
Mother and Daughter for many Years; that 
the Daughter is a very ſober Girl, and always 
behaved as well as any in England; that, when _ 
ſhe returned, her Mother ſent the Apprentice 
tor her, and ſhe came; ſhe found her in a very 
bad Condition, her Face and Arms being black, 
which ſhe thoughr to be occaſioned by the cold 
Weather ; that ſhe kneeled down on her Knees 
to talk to her, ſhe anſwered ſo low; and ſhe 
told her ſhe was robbed and taken away by two 
Men, &c. and ſaid ſhe was confined in a Room 
where was ſome Hay, and a Pitcher with about 
a Gallon of Water, a Fire-place in it, about 
the Value of a Quartern Loaf ; and when ſhe 
got out, ſhe pulled down two Boards from a 
Window, tore, her Ear in getting out, and 
dropped down; and that ſhe ſaw her Ear very - 
bloody, which appeared freſh, and had dropp'd + 
on her Shoulder. 6 3 

Jobn Wintlebury depoſed, he had known her 
'ourteen or fifteen Years ; that ſhe lived with .. | 
him about eighteen Months, and behaved ex- 
ceeding well; that upon hearing ſhe was come 
Home, he went that Night; that ſhe '{aid to 

him, O Lord] Sir; you do not know what I have | 

gone through 7; that ſhe was in a very weak and ' | 
bad Condition: She ſaid, ſhe had been“ ton- 

haed on the Hertfordſhire Road, and had: —_ 

h Hats | 
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the Name of Mills, or Wells, mentioned in the 
Houſe; that ſhe deſcribed a broken Pitcher, 
which held about a Gallon of Water, in the 
Room; and ſuch a one he found when he went 
into that Room, and that Canning ſaw Part of 
Sgquires*s Face before ſhe fixed upon her, as he 
believes. 

Mary IVaodward depoſed, ſhe was ſent for by 
Mrs. Canning the Night the Daughter returned, 
who was in a very deplorable Condition; the firſt 
Words ſhe ſaid to her were, Urs. Woodward, I 
am almoſt flarved to Death; and faid, ſhe had been 
confined in a Room on the Hertford Road; ſhe ſaid, 
when ſhe was brought into the Houſe, three Wo- 
men took hold of her, and the old Woman aſked 
her if ſhe would go their Way; ſhe anſwered, No : 
Upon which ſhe went to a Dreſſer and took out a 
Knife and ripped the Lacing of her Stays, and then 
took hold of her Petticoat and looked on that, and 
ſtruck her a Slap on the Face, and ſaid, D- yar, 
you B----h, PII give it you, and immediately turned 
her up into that Place where ſhe was confined, and 
threatened her with Oaths that ſhe would cut her 
Throat if ſhe made any Noiſe ; and ſhe faid, the 
old Woman was a tall black ſwarthy Woman. 

Foſeph Adamſon depoſed, he had known Eli- 
zabeth Canning ever ſince ſhe was big enough 
to walk about: That the firſt Time he ſaw 
her after ſhe came Home, was the Day they 
went down to Enfield-WHaſh ; that none of 
them had Horſes but Mr. Mintlebury and he; 
that he was there before the Coach; and, after 
the Pcople were taken up, he rode back to tell 
them in the Coach not to ſtop at a Place where. 

| | * $ they 
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they had agreed to call: That he did not tell 
Canning at that Time there was Hay in the 
Room; but, after he had ſpoke to the Coach- 
man to make Haſte, that he then afked Can- 
mug what Sort of a Place it was ſhe was con- 
fined in: She anſwered, an odd, or a wild Sort 
of a Place; that there was ſome Hay, and ſome- 
ching elſe, which he could not remember; 


that he then rode on; and that his Horſe being 
ſtrong-headed, he could not keep him in, and that he 
was obliged to hold his Hat in his Hand, for Fear it 
ſhould fall off. He further depoſed about Canning's 
deſcribing what was to be ſeen out of the Windows 
of the Loft, as he had done on Sguires's Tryal, (See 
Page 54.) He depoſed as to his Belief of Canning's 
ſeeing the Gypſy before ſhe challenged ber; and, as 
to other Circumſtances, the ſame as Mr. Lyon. 


Mr. Backler, an Apothecary in Alder man. 
Vary, depoſed, he was applied to by the Girl's 
Mother, and went to her on the goth of Jaun- 
ary ; he found her extreamly low, and could 
icarcely hear her ſpeak, with cold clammy 
Sweats in her Bed; ſhe complained of being 
very taint and ſick, and of Pains in her Bowels, 
and of having been coſtive the whole Time of 
ner Confinement : He ordered her a purging 
Medicine, but her Stomach was too weak for it, 
and could not bear it; he then ordered her a 
(:lyſter that Evening, and on the third of Fe- 
{ruary another; the latter had ſome little Ef- 
ect: He ordered her another on the fifth; 
that had no Effect at all; and, ſhe continuing 
very bad and in great Danger, Dr. Eaton was 

8 3 | | {cat 
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fent for on the ſixth : He wrote Preſcriptions 
tor her for fourteen Days, of Diureticks and 
gentle Cathartick Medicines 4 that ſhe was to- 
l:rably well in about a Month, When ſhe was 
it the worlt, her Face was remarkable, her Co- 
ur quite gone, her Arms of a livid Colour 
{ported 3 and that when he heard ſhe was gone 

© £rfela-Waſh, when the People were taken 
p, he thought her not able to perform the 
tourney, and thought it extreamly improper 
er her wo undertake it, ſhe being very much 
. «rmaciated and waſted. 

Dr. Eaton depoſed, that he ſaw her on the 
nxth of Febraary at her Mother's, in a very 
weak Condition, and was very apprehenſive ſhe 
would die: She complained of a Pain in her 
Bowels, and could hardly keep any Thing in 
her, Stvinach ; ſhe took a little Chicken Broth 
ſhe apptared to lie in great Diſtreſs. Being 
aſked if he ſaw any Signs of her being an Im- 
poſtor, he anſwered, No, he did not: He 
found ſhe was coſtive to a very great Degree, 
and appeared to him to be in very great Dan- 
ger for ſeven or eight Days, but on the fourth 
of March ſhe was well enough to go Abroad 
in the Neighbourhood. Being aſked, whether 
there were, any Symptoms of her being lately 
under a Salivation, he anſwered, Nothing like 
it, nothing like it, LI aſſure jou; but that ſbe 
appeared as one almoſt ſtarved. _ | 

On his Croſs- Examination, he could not un- 
dertake to ſay her being in that low Condition 

R | Was 
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was by Loſs of Appetite occaſioned by a Fe- 
ver or other Diſtemper, or whether it was from 
being confined, from Victuals. She told him 
ſhe had been kept, as ſhe before related, on 
Bread and Water, and he believed her; and 
faid, it was plain ſhe had not eat much, by the 


5yn:proms he obſerved, Being aſked by her 


Council, if it was poſſible for a Perſon to ſub- 
{iſt twenty-eight Days on what ſhe had men- 
tioned, he anſwered, No Doubt but there is & 
Pojjtoility. of it. 

Rebert Beals, who is one that attends the 
Turnpike at Stamford-bill, depoſed, that, at the 
Beginning of January, as he was ſtanding by 
the Gate at near Eleven at Night, he heard a 
ſobbing and crying on the Road; it came 


from towards Newington, and drew nearer and. 


nearer ; at laft he perceived it was two Men 
and a young Perſon, ſeemingly by her cry ing; 
one ſaid, Come along you B, you are arunk , 
the other ſaid, How drunk the B----þ is ! and 


made a Sort of a Laugh; but ſhe feemed unwilling 


to go, By his Light he could fee them, one got 


over the Style, and the other laid hold of one of her 
Legs, or both, and lifted them over, ſo that ſhe canie 
down upright 3 ſhe hung back and ſell on her Breech 
on the Step of the Style, and ſet out a freſh Cry bit- 
terly, as though! ſhe would go no further ; that he 
went nearer them, expecting ſhe would ſpeak to him; 
but there being two Men, and he alone, he did not 
think it fafe to interpoſe; that the one pulled her, 
and the other joſtled her along, and ſo they took her 
out of Sight towards Enfield. 10 


— 
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Thomas Bennet depoſed, he lives at Enfield, neat 
the ten Miles Stone; and on the 29th of January, 
1753, between Four and Five in the Afternaon, be- 
tween Mother J/lls's and his own Houſe, he ſaw a 
miſerable poor Wretch coming along, without either 
Gown, Stays, Cap, Hat, or Apron on, only a dirty 
Thing, like half a Handkerchief, over her Head, 
and a Piece of ſomething on, that reached dewn juſt 
below her Wa ſt, with her Hands lying together be- 
fore her ; ſhe aſked him the Way to London, 

David Dyer depoſed, he lived at Enfield-IWaſh ; 
that about a quarter of a Mile from Mother FZells's 
Houſe, towards London, at Four in the Afternoon, 
three Evenings before Mother Wells and her Family 
were taken up, he ſaw a poor diſtreſſed Creature paſs 
by him, out of the common Field; he ſaid to her, 
Sweetheart, do you want a Huſband ? She made no 
Anſwer ; the had a Thing tied over her Head, like 
a white Handkerchief, walking with her Hands be- 
fore her, very faintly, and was a ſhortiſh Woman, 
with a ſhortiſh Sort of a Thing on, it did not come 
very low on ber; that he looked at her Face as ſhe 
paſſed him, and ſaid (upon looking upon Elizabeth 
Canning) he takes her to be the ſame Perſon, 

On his Croſs-Examination he ſays, ſhe had not an 
unlikely Face, ſhe looked whitely, it was not black; and 
for what he ſaw, her Hands lookꝰ'd as other People's did. 

Mary Cat depoſed, ſhe lived at Edmonton; that 
ſhe met a Perſon in Duc#*s Fields, in a poor 
diſtreſſed Condition, between the fix and ſeven Miles 
Stones, on the 29th of January, juſt at the ſetting. 
in of Day-light ; ſhe had a Handkerchief pinned 
over her Head, it hid Part of her Face ; ſhe had a 
black Petticoat and an old Bed-Gown on, and her 
Arms wrapped in it ; ſhe perceived ſhe had a young 
Face ; ſhe walked creepingly along : Upon her be- 


ng 
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ing, bid to Jook on Flizaheth Canning, and ſee if ſhe 


— her, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had never cen her ſince that 
ime, but firmly believed it might be her by the 
[ip of her Noſe, which, ſhe faid, bears ſome Re- 


{-mblance to the Perſon ſhe met. 

IVilliam Howard. depoſed, he lived at Enfield- 
Laib, right over-againſt Mother Wellis; he has a 
ſmall Fortune of his own, and has a little Employ- 
ment under the Government, on which he lives. 
tle ſaid, Edward Aldridge, the Silverſmith, and a 
Coulin'of his of th2 ſame Name, who is his: Neigh- 
gur, came to him about two or three Days after 
Squires and Wells were taken up, and brought a 
orinted Caſe of Elizabeth Canning, to recommend a 
Contribution in her Behalf ;z he looked upon it that 
he came to him on that very Purpoſe, and had then 
no Apprehenſion of any Diſſatisfaction. About hx 
or ſeven Days after he came again; then he aſked 
im, what he thought of it? Aldridge made An- 
ſwer, there was one Thing he was not quite clear in, 
and that was the Deſcription ſhe gave of the Room; 


but, he ſaid, he thought ſhe was there, and had been 
very ill uſed. 


Mrs. Howard confirmed the Teftimody of her 


Hufband, and further depoſed, that the firſt Time 
me can recollect ſhe ſaw the Son and two Daughters 
z1d Mary Squires, ſhe believes to be on the Sunday 
w-5 02 nnight before they were taken up, which was 


the 21ſt of January; that they were ſtanding at 
N elis's Door. 


}Villiam Haadland depoſed; be was at his Father 


it Enfield before Fanuary was twelve Months, and 
:w Wells and Squires taken up; that he found a 
Bl. ce of Window Lead all bloody on the Ground 
car the Window, Which the Gitl ſaid ſhe got out 


, after ny were- 2 up 3; that he carried it to his 
Mother, 


1 
| 
l 

| 
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Mother, who laid it up, but it is ſince loſt ; and that 
he faw Mary Squires on Tueſday the gth of Fan- 
@ry, under Lomas Dean's (at the Bell at Enfield) 
Brick Wall, telling a young Man his Fortune ; that 
he faw her on the 12th. at VMelli's Houſe, and her two 
Daughters were with her; one of them was buck- 
ling up her Pumps which ſhe had on. 

On his Croſs-Examination, be appeared very ig- 
norant as to reckoning of Time; he could not tell 
which Month Chriſimas was in, but knows it is in 
Winter Time. | 
- Elizabeth Headland, the Mother to the laſt Evi- 
dence, depoſed, her Son brought her a Piece of 
Lead that was bloody, after $quires was taken up; 
ſhe laid it in a Table-Drawer, and it is ſince loſt ; he 
ſaid, he found it a little Way from Mrs. Melli“ 
Window, where the Girl ſaid ſhe got out at, 

Samuel Story depoſed, he lives at Yaltham- Alley 
in Eſſex, on his Fortune: He looks at Mary Squires, 
and fays, he ſaw her ſeveral Times in //biie-HWebb's- 
Lane; that the laſt Time he ſaw her, was on the 
23d of December, 1752, fitting within the Door of 
Mrs. Tells Houſe, this was on a fine froſty Morn- 
ing; that he took particular Notice of her, and 
knew ſhe was the ſame Perſon he had ſeen in MDite- 
Webs Lane, where he uſed to ride two or three 
Times a Week; that he remembered this 23d of 
December, by is being a fine froſty Morning when 
he went out; the Weather changing, and it raining 


at his going Home, he got Cold, and the Rheuma- 


tiſm and St, Anthony*s-Fire followed; that he was 
not out of his Houſe for near two Months after that, 
and is hoth certain as to the old Woman and the 
Day. 
fallin Smith, who lives at Enjic/d, depoſed, that 
on the 14th of December, 175%, Mary Squires 
FREY (whom 


=- N N , * 
, N 7 l l og | > \ / 1 — * — b- N 1 5 
- 5 - R. 7 * 1 þ \ 
OL NG f 


» a r «x 4 
cc 


— * I 4% wh * ©3,M £ "2 * K 
y © a? 82 3 y $bE 7 0 ? * * 
erer e Fe, 1 


CCC 


- 
PY 
* 


( 203) | 


/whom he ſaw in Court) lay in his Cow Houſe, and 


{or two Nights after ; that there were two Men and 
two Women with her, and that ſhe had been about 
the Country near him ſome Time. 

Limworth Dane depoſed, he lives at Enfield-Maſb : 
e looks at Mary Squires, and iays, he is ſure he ſaw 
her laſt Old Chritmas-Day was Twelvemonths : He 
was filling a Barrow from a Heap of Gravel at his 
Door, and ſtood refting himſelf, and ſhe went paſt 
him at the ſame Time. 

Samuel Arnot depoſed, he lived at TFhite-Webb's 
(ane, on Enfield-Chaſe ; that on Menday Morning, 
the th or 10th of December, 1752, which he ſays 
was before New Chriſmas, Mary Squires enquired 
of kim for a little brown Horſe which fhe had Joſt ; 
that ſhe told him her Name was Squires; that he 
\zw her the Sunday following; that a Man, two 
Women, and two Children, were with her; that 
the Children ſeemed to be about four or ' five Years 
old ; that he never ſaw her afterwards, till he ſaw 
her in Newgate, and he believes this to be the very 
lame Perſon that lay at Farmer Smith's. 

Elizabeth Arno! depoſed ſhe was Wife to the 
It Witneſs ; that ſhe ſaw Mary Squires about a 
Week before New Chriftmas : that that was the firſt 
Time ſhe ſaw her ; that afterwards ſhe ſaw her in 
Farmer Smi:h*'s Cow-Houſe ; that ſhe came out and 
aſked her about a little Horſe ; that there were ſe- 
veral more along with her : that afterwards ſhe ſaw 


her in Newgate after the Trial, and believes ſhe in 
the ſame Perſon. 


Sarah Starr depoſed her Huſband is a Farmer g. 


tnatſhe knew Mary Squires ; that the came to her 
Houſe, the next Door to Mrs. Wells's, upon the 
18th or 19th of January was twelve Months; that 


ihe never ſaw her before: that firſt of all ſhe offered 
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to mend China or Delf Ware for her ; then ſhe came 
and deſired to buy pickled Pork and brown Bread; 
that ſhe gave her ſome Chitterlins which lay upon 
the Table, in order to get rid of her : that ſhe be- 
lieved ſhe ſaw her in the whole about three quarters 
of an Hour ; that ſhe would have told her's and the 
Servants Fortune, and they were afraid of her; that 
ſhe faid ſhe had been before Dukes and other great 
Perſons, and ſhe would not hurt any Body ; ſhe 
ſays ſhe was terribly ſcared, having never ſcen ſuch 
a Perſon before. | 

Daniel Vaſs depoſed, that he lived in Turkey- 
Street, in [Enfield ; that on Old Chriſimas-Day the 
5th of Jan, he ſaw her go by his Door as he was 
in bis own Yard ; he ſaid he ſaw nobody with her, 
except ſhe had ſomebody under her Cloak ;] that he 
ſaw her afterwards in Newgate, and is ſure ſhe is 
the ſame Perſon, though nor in the ſame Cloaths : 
that when he faw her firſt ſhe had on an old white 
Beaver Hat, a Brick-coloured Gown, and a red 
Cloak ; the Reaſon he gave for it's being that Day 
was, that his Maſter did not chuſe he ſhould work 
on that Day, becauſe it was o Chri/tmas ; that he 
never ſaw her before or ſince ; that the did not ſtop 
at his Houſe above a Minute, and that he knew her 
again in Newgate. : 

Fane Dadwel! depoſed, ſhe liv'd at Enfield-Hafb, 
and kept a Chandler's-ſhop there; that the firit 
Time ſhe ſaw her was on the 28th of Dec. in New- 
Chriſtmas Week; that ſhe came to her Shop, and 
that Mary Squires the Daughter had been there 


| feveral Times before; that when ſhe came in tbe 


was in a back Houſe, waſhing her Diſhes ; that the 
Reaſon of her remembering the Day, was, ſhe had 
dieſſed Meat to give away. to her Cuſtomers ;, that 
after ſhe was gone, ſome of her Neighbours cam 5 
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in and aſked who ſhe was ? that ſhe never faw her 
af:erwards, till ſhe ſaw her in Newgate ; that there 
jhe owned to her that ſhe had been at her Houſe ; 
ſhe ſaid, that Mary Squires did not tell her where 
ſhe lived, and that ſhe had no Company with her at 
that Time. 

Tobias Kelley depoſed he lived at Enfield, and knew 
Afary Squires ; that he remembered ſeeing her 
ſomething better than three Weeks, in Jan. that 
he did not know the Day of the Month, nor was he 
fire he ever ſaw her before; that he thinks the Time 
rather before Old Chriſimas-Day; that it was near 


Month before ſhe was taken up: that ſhe paſſed by. 


aim; and that he never ſaw her before nor after- 


wards : and after that he ſays, he ſaw her three or. 


our Times; and that ſhe aſked him for a Pipe of 


Tobacco, and would have told him his Fortune: 
that ſhe did tell one John Rowley his Fortune, and 


told him he had an Enemy, and aſked him for Three- 
pence, and he gave her but three Halfpence : that 
% ſaw nobody with her at any Time. 


John Frame, who depoſed he lived at E „eld, in 


Turkey-Street, that he ſaw her there upon the r1th 


or 12th Day of Jan. was Twelve-Month ; that he 
was out in the Gardens, and ſhe ſpoke to him 


rough the Paliſadoes ; that he only gave her a 
{2ulfpenny ; and that ſhe told him what was good 
Fortune : that he never ſaw her before, but ſeyeral 
Times after; that he ſaw her in Newgate; that 
when he ſaw her at Enfield ſhe was by herſelf, and 
th:t the had a Reddiſh Gown on, and a light- co- 
ioured Cloak. | "BM: 5x, De 
foſaph Gold depoſed he lived at Enfield, and was 
- ,nbourer ; that he knew Mary Squires, and ſaw 
er upon the 8th or gth of Jan. about a quarter of 


Mile from Wells's Houſe ; that he took particular 


Notice 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Notice of her, hearing Mother W/ts had ſome Gyp. 
ſies in her Houſe : that he ſaw her eight or nine Days 
before ſhe. was was taken up; and that before he ſaw 
her, Virtue Hall told him there were Gypſies in 
Mother #/!};*s Houfe ; that he cannot tell what 
her Dreſs was; and that the had nobody with 
her. | 

Mary Gold depoſed ſhe was Wife to the laſt 
Witneſs ; that the ſaw her on the Irth or x2th of 
Fan. that ſhe aſked her if the had any China to mend? 
and told her ſhe ſhould not live long ; that 
ſhe was very much ſurprized; that ſhe faw her 

_ afterwards in Nertwgate, and is the ſame Perſon : that 
ſhe never {aw her before that Time; that ſhe had the 
ſame Dreſs, a yellowiſh Sort of a Gown, as fhe had 
on in Newgate. 

Humphery Holding depoſed he was a Gardener ; 
that he knew Mar y- Squires ; that the firſt Time he 
ſaw her was on the 18th of Far. 1753; that ſhe 

? +» aſked him if the Family was at Home ? that he had 

{ no more Converſation with her; but on the Thurſ- 

day afterwards he faw her as he was pruning Vines 

for Doctor Harrington; that ſhe aſked if there was 

any China to mend ? that he ſaw her go to the 
Door, and heard ſome Body ſay, no; but he did not 

ſee them: that the next Lime he faw her was in 

the Cart, going to Juſtice Taſhmaker*s ; he faid ſhe 

had on a darkiſh yellow Gown, and a red Cloak; 

that ſhe did not appear to him to be a very able 

* ſtrong Woman; that he has ſeen her fince in New- 

. . ee | 

6 Sarah Vaſs depoſed ſhe was Wife to Daniel Faſs, 

and lived in Tur#ey-Street, Enfield ; that ſhe ſaw 
$quires there, and that ſhe wanted to tell her her 

Fortune ; that ſhe refuſed it ; that ſhe came * br 
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Houſe the Day before ſhe was taken vp as ſhe was 
drinking. Tea; that ſhe aſked for a Pipe of Tobacco 
that ſhe gave her one 3 that then ſhe aſked her for a 
Di ih of Tea; that ſhe gave her two; that then the 

7.red to tell her Fortune, and that {he had Con- 
verſatiqh with her about a quarter of an Hour after 

mat the ſaw her in Newgate, and ſhe is the ſame. 

Mr. Gladman depoſed, that he lived about a Quar- 
ter of a Mile from Mother Jells's Houſe, that be 
never ſaw Natus or his Wife, or Sguires's Son and 
[aughter; but that he ſaw Mother Squires ; that the 
was drefled in a black Hat, a little rcd Cloak, and a 

>rick. coloured Grown. 

Ann Johnſon depoſed, that ſhe lived at Enfield ſome 
i ime ago, and had lived there twenty-ſeven Years 
tat ſhe got her Living by Spinning; the was poſt= 
that ſhe faw Mary Squires at her Door the 18th 
of Jauuary. The Reaſon ſhe gave for knowing the 
me was, that ſhe ſpun for one Mr. Smitheram, and 
carried home her Work two Days before the 18th 
January; that upon the ſaid Day | Mary Squires 
:\ed her for ſome China or Delft Ware to mend, and 
% for ſome Victuals, but ſhe gave her none; that 
ſne was then alone; that ſhe ſaw her about three 
imes within the Space of ten or eleven Days; that 
ſhe went to ſee her in Newgate after the Trial, and 
there knew her to be the ſame Perſon ; ſhe. ſaid that 
de had two Claaks on when the ſaw her, and a Goen 
of a very particular Colour. 


Themas S$mitheram, | was * called for the Profe- 


cution, He depoſed, that the Work Ann Jobnſen 
vore ſhe brought home on the 16th was not braught 
nome till the: 23d, which he had ſet down, and he 


produced the Book wherein it was entered; this was 
Book in which: he ſet dawn the going out of the 


Wool, and the Day it was brought home ſpun. 


Grace 


| 
| 
| 
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Grace Kirby depoſed, that a little after Chriftmas 
was Twelvemonth Squires came to her Door. She 
ſaid, ſhe remembered it becauſe ſhe had been but a 
very little Time in her Houſe. | 

Wiſe the Wife of John Baſſet depoſed, that ſhe 
lived at Enfield, and was a Mantua-maker ; that ſhe 
knew Mary Squires very well, and ſaw her either the 
21ſt or the 22d of December; that ſhe ſaw her on a 
Monday, and gave her a Penny to tell her her. For- 

tune; that ſhe gave her a Diſh of Tea, and never 
ſaw her afterwards till in Newgate z3 that ſhe there 
told her the Time ſhe had ſeen her, and that Squire: 
faid, You might ſee me, but that was not the right 
Time, 

James Pratt depoſed, that he lived at Chertſon, 
about two Miles from Enfield, and that the frit 
Time he ſaw Squires was at Farmer Smith's Cow- 
houſe, and that ſhe aſked him Leave to go in there, 
but he being only a Servant could not give it; that 
ſhe went to the Cow-houſe, and having continued 
there three Days, left it on a Sunday, but he could 
not tell the Day of the Month ; that there were in 

the Company Men, Women and Children; that 
Mary Squires complained there of having loft a 
Horſe, and ſaid there was a Clog upon him, with her 
Name on it; that ſhe afterwards charged him with 
ſtealing tbat Horſe 3 he ſays that he is ſure ſhe is the 
ſame Woman that lodged in his Maſter's Cow-houſe, 
for that he ſaw her in New gate. 
Lydia Faroway depoſed, the lived with Mrs. How- 
ard at Enfield-Woſb, that ſhe faw Mary Squires once 
or twice, but does not take upon her to ſay the Day 
of the Month when ſhe did ſee her; that ſhe faw her 
once at her Miſtreſs's Gate. 
Margaret Richardſou'depoled,” ſhe lived there laſt 
January was Twelvemonth, that ſhe ſaw Mary 
| Squires 
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uiret at a Shop in Enfield, and looking at her ſaid, 
am ſure ſhe is the very ſame Perſon, I ſaw her there 
ubeve Quarter of an Hour. She likewiſe depoſed, 
he ſaw her on old Chr:/tmas- Day, and that there 
was a Dog, belonging to the Family which was very 
ficrce, and would have tore Squires, if her Huſband 
had not come by and prevented it. WE 

George Clements depoſed, that he was Servant to 
Mr. Starr, and lived near Mrs. Wells's Houſe, a 
bar and a Quarter, that he. remembered to have 
ſcen Mary Squires about a Fortnight before they 
were taken up, that ſhe wanted to tell bis Miſtreſs 
her Fortune, that his Miſtreſs gave her ſome Hog's 
Pudding, and that he ſaw her at Znfi:!d two or three 
Days afterwards. . 

Hannah Fenchan depoſed, her Huſband was a 
{:ardener, that ſhe ſaw her in January, 1753, ina 
Jace called Trott's-IF/alk, that ſhe ſaw her paſſing 
and repaſſing, and afterwards in Newgate, and that ſhe 
iz ſure the is the very ſame Perſon. 

Elizabeth Sherrard depoſed, ſhe lived at Ponder's- 
End; that ſhe ſaw Mary Squires on Wedneſday, 
Thurſday, Friday, and Saturday, before Chriſtmas ; 
that Mrs. Hells told her ſhe had got a new Lodger, 
and aſked her to come to her Houſe ; but ſhe could 
not tell whether it was New Chriſtmas Day, or what 
Day of the Week, or whether it was Winter or 
Summer, but yet ſhe went to Church on New 
C/ri/lmas- Day. Upon farther Recollection, ſhe, 
{aid that it was on a Menday or Tueſday ; the ſaid 
that Mrs. Wells was very civil t6 her, and gave her 
2 Chri/tmas-Bax, which was a Penny. 5 FR 

Fehn Ward proved the Confeſſion of Melli in Pri- 
ſon, in Relation to. the Matter of confining Canning. 


He depoſed he knew Wollt ſome Years, before; that 
lhe lived at Raf Tab. . that having ſeen her 


Name 
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Name in the News Papers before the Tryal of Mary 
. Bquires, he went to ſee her in Bridewell ; that after 
ſome Converſation, he ſaid to her, How could you 
krep the Girl a Fortnight ? and ſhe anſwered, She 
was there twenty-eight Days; and that when he 
aſked in what Room, ſhe ſaid, You know the Rin: 
well enough. 

Richard Jones depoſed, he went along with Ward, 
ind heard this Converſation. 

Nathaniel Cramphorn depoſed, he lived at al- 
tham-Crofs about ſeven Years ago, and knew Judith 
Natus; that upon the 21ſt of April laſt ſhe came 
to his Houſe, and he aiked her if ſhe knew Canning 
was at Mother J/lls's, how ſhe could go againſt 
her? that ſhe ſaid, /ndred, Mr. Cramphorn, I can- 
not ſay but ſbe nn was there when we were there. 

Elizabeth Cramphern depoſed, that Judith Natus 
came to their Houfe upon tbe 21ſt of April laſt, and 
that upon Mr. Cramphorn's aſking the Queſtion, ſhe 
anſwered and ſaid, Indied foe was there when J 
bodged there, 

William Jackſon depoſed, that he laid a Wager of 
a Shilling with Fortune Natus, that he was not at 
Mother Hls's all the Time; upon which a Perſon 
made Anſwer, he was out one Night, and Fortune 
owned it to be a Fact. 

Daniel Stevens depoſed, that he knew Ills, and 
that he faw Squires in New Priſon, that there ſhe 
' _ owned ſhe had been at Mother J/ells's Houſe; but 
that ſhe had never cut off the Stays, or robbed the 
Girl. He likewife depofed, that ſhe ſaid, the: ſaid 
Canning was at Mother Wells's about a F W 
and that ſhe was there likewiſe. 
Je Haines depoſed, that be lived at Wards that 
| he” has known: ure i. or r ſeven you 
in A 6s * 


„ 
le ſaid in general that he has a bad arne. ans 
not to be believed upon Oath. _.. | 
Daniel Chapman depoſed, that he lived twenty 
Years at Hare, that Fortune Natus and his Wife 
have both a very bad Character, and that he did not 
think either of them to be belleve upon Oath, | 
Thomas Green depoſed, that he had lived thirty 
Years at are, and that he believed Fertune Natus 
and his Wife would ſay any Thing for Gain. 
IHilliam Metcalf depoſed, that he is a Glazier, 
Painter and Plumber, and lives at Euffeld, that he 
carried 1hiffen's Sign home on the 8th of January, 
{21d-Style, that I hiſſen told him he had beſpoke ſome 
8 -:gn-Lrons of a Blackſmith, that he ſaw him about 
en Days or a Fortnight after, and they were not 
a ; that he then directed him to Mother /Zeltr's, 
tor the Irons which did formerly belong to the Sign. 
He produced his Book to prove his ſetting down 
what he had done to the Sign. | 
Mr. Marſhall depoſed, be had known EFzobeth 
Canning ever ſince the could go alone, having lived ſ@ 
long in the Neighbourhood, and faid ſhe e bore 
a very good Character. | 
The Cruncil for the Proſecution ſaid, he was to rfl | 
the Fury from the Fa a utor, that he had nothing | 
againſt her excluſive of that Fac. 


| 
The following further Witneſſes were called on the | 

Side of the H eien beſides thoſe already men- 

traned. - 

Fobn Carter, who ſaid, he kept a Publick-Houſe 
near Melli's Houſe; he depoſed be ſaw Men lopping | 
the Trees, and that they, flung Clods of Dirt at Hire 
tue Hall and Sarab Howell, — 9 ſtood at the Win- 
dow of the Loft; and that Fortune Natus and | 
bis Wife lodged * Walls's; He ſaid, he ſaw Mary 

$quires 


WF: Up 


Squires there only the Morning ſhe was taken up, 
but he ſaw her Son a Week before that Time, 
Elizabeth Long depoſed, that ſhe was Daughter to 
Mother Hells, and that ſhe lived but three Houſes 
diſtant from her: She ſays, ſhe believes ſhe was 
there every Day in January; that her Siſter and 
Virtue Hall lived there, and that Fortune Natus and 
Judith Nutus lived there at that Time; that ſhe 
had Occaſion to go into the Work- Shop ſeveral 
Times, and had often ſeen Juditb Natus and her 
Huſband in that Room, and in Bed ; ſhe deſcribed 
the Chimney to be at the Feet of Fortune Natus's 
Bed, and that ſhe never remembered there was a 
Grate there ; that ſhe remembered a ' great deal of 
Hay being put there for the Uſe of the Horſe that 
her Mother kept; and that ſhe remembered tlic 
Pollard and Bran for the Uſe of the Sow and Pigs, 
and that ſhe was there in the Month of January to 
take ſome Pollard for that Purpoſe, and is ſure no 
Body lodged in that Room all that Time, except 
Fortune Natus and his Wife: The Pitcher was pro- 
duced in Court, and ſhe ſaid that was her Mother's 
Pitcher ; and as to the Bed-Gown, ſhe never ſaw 
that before: She ſaid, ſhe ſaw Mary Squires at her 
Mother's upon the 24th of January, and that was 
the hrſt Time ſhe ſaw her; that her Son and two 
Daughters came there then, and they were all taken 
up on the firſt of, February. 

Robert Pyke ſays, be was at Mother Wells's Houſe 
during New and Cd Chri/tmas ; that he went there 
to keep Company with Natus and his Wife; that 
he was never in the Hay-Loft, but was there during 
the Time that Natus and his Wife Jay there, 

George Talmarſh depoſed, that he was an Attor- 
ney, and went to ſee Mother Mols in Priſon, and 
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that he was employed by her to make out Subpzna's, 
which he did for eight People. + 
Mary Larney, who ſaid ſhe kept a Chandler's 
bop at Znfield, that ſhe knew Fortune Natus and his 
\Vife very well, ſhe ſays they dealt with her, for 
Chandlery Goods ; that ſhe had ſeen them go in and 
gut very often to Mother Wells's, between Michael 
as and Chriftmas 1752, and that they told her they 
[ped there; and that the firſt Time ſhe ſaw Ma- 
"y Squires there was on Wedneſday the 24th of Jan. 
ad upon the Thurſday fe*nnight after that Y/edne/day 
:hey were all taken up; and that the firſt Time ſhe 
w Lucy Squires was, that ſhe ſold her a ſmall Loaf 
Bread, and that ſhe ſold her Bread, Cheeſe, and 
mall Beer the very Day that Mary Squires came to 
Hell's Houſe, and that Lucy Squires wanted to bor- 
-»w a Pitcher of her, and that ſhe never ſaw any 
Gypſies at Wells's Houſe before; and that ſhe would 
ot put the Money ſhe had taken of the old Woman 
to her Pocket before ſhe put it into a Pail of Was 
ter. | i 
Mrs, Meale depoſed, that ſhe is a Midwife, and 
tht ſhe brought Elizabeth Canning into the World; 
ihe ſaid, ſhe went there the 2d or 3d of February, 
that ſhe ſaw the Girl to all Appearance in a very 
cak Condition, laying upon a Bed; that as ſoon a 
ſue came in, Canning's Mother aſked her if ſhe had 
card of her Misfortune ? ſaying, her Child came 
me as naked as ever ſhe was born into the World z 
e ſaid, hat? without a Shift on? that her Mother 
ad no, ſhe nad à Shift on; upon which ſhe ſays ſue 
arned herſelf about to Canning, who lay on a Bed, 
and aſked her how it came about ? ſhe related it. to 


* 


r: She ſays upon this ſhe expreſſed a great deal af 

oncern, fearing ſhe might have been debauched? 

hat Canning could not tell what had happened to 
5 
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her, becauſe ſhe told her ſhe was inſenſible in Fits. 
She ſaid, upon this ſhe aſked her Mother whether 
ſhe had her Child's: Shift ſhe came home in? That 
her Mother produced it ; that ſhe examined it, and 
aſked if it had not been waſhed ſince her Daughter 
came home? her Mother ſaid no; ſhe ſaid, ſhe told 
her Mother it was uncommonly clean to be worn ſo 
long : That ſhe looked very narrowly upon it, and 
toid her Mother ſhe had not been debauched ; that 
her Mother earneſtly thanked God for it. She ſaid, ſhe 
went a fecond 1 imeto ſee her; and on her examining 
the Shift again, ſhe told her Mother it could not 
have been worn above a Week; and that then ſhe 
ſaw three ſmall Spots of Excrement upon it: She ſays, 
the Mother was then extreamly angry with her, and 
faid, do you come here to ſet her Friends againſt 
her? She was aſked about the Girl's Character, 
and ſhe gave her a very good one. 

After all the Witneſſes were examined, the Recor- 
er ſummed up the Evidence on both Sides, which 
took up about two Hours; it being then Twelve 
o'Clock at Night, of Tueſday, May 6th, the 
Jury withdrew, and aſter being out upwards of Two 
Hours, brought ia their Verdict in Writing, Guilty 
of Perjury, EUT NOT WILFUL OR\CORRUPT but 
the Court telling them, that their Verdict muſt be 
either Guilty or Not Guilty, they again withdrew, 
and in a ſhort Time after, brought her in Guilty, 
but recommended her to the Mercy of the Court; 
upon which ſhe was immediately committed to New- 
ate. „ | 
e Thus ended this very remarkable Trial, aſter ha- 
vlng laſted eight Days; and, it's allowed by all, was 


the moſt extraordinary one, that ever came beſore 


any Court in this Kingdom. Her Sentence was reſ- 
pited till the next Seſſions, which began May the 
| | I3 
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12th : In the mean Time, two of the Jury who 
tried her, made an Affidavit that they did not mean 
by their Verdict, to bring her in Guilty of Wilful 
and Corrupt Perjury. When the Seflions began, 
one of the King's Council moved the Court for an 
Arreſt of Judgment, or a new Trial, and argued 
very ſtrongly for it, but this was overuled, and the 
Court proceeded to paſs Sentence; but, differing in 
their Opinions what this ſhould be, they divided, 
when eight of them were for only laying a ſmall pe- 
cuniary Fine on her, and nine for a Month's Impri- 
ſonment, and at the Expiration thereof, to be tran- 
ſported to ſome of his Majeſty's Plantations for ſeven 
Years : Thus by a Majority of one only, the ſeverer 
Sentence took Place. 

STII, 


| | 
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Advertiſement ro the Subſcri- 
bers Zo this Book, 


* 


FTER our Thanks for the great Encourage- 
ment that has been given to this authentic and 
impartial Account, of the ſtrange Affair between the 
unfortunate Maid Elizabeth Canning, and Mary 
Sguires the Gypſy; we beg Leave to obſerve, that to 
fulfil our Promiſe, we have been at the great Charge 
of giving one whole Number Gratis; but we had 
much rather do this, than go from our Propoſals, or 
give an imperfect Account of the Aﬀair. 
Many of our Cuſtomers being greatly defirous 
of knowing every Thing that has happened to this 
poor Girl, fince Sentence has been paſſed upon her, 
how ſhe has been treated in Newgate, and how ſhe 
has behaved there under her fore Afflictions; what 
has been ſaid and done for her, by her Friends and 
Enemies, and the like; we are now collecting toge- 
ther and preparing, a full Relation of every Thing 
that has happened, fince the Hour of her Committ- 
ment to Newgate, continued to the Time of her 
Tranſportation : This will probably be contained in 
two or three Numbers, however, -all above three will 
be given Gratis; and, we ſhall act with the ſame 
Honour, as in our former Propoſals, not to omit any 
Thing, tho* we ſhould be obliged to give away ano- 
ther Sheet. This neceſſary Completion of the Hiſ- 
tory is the more uſeful, as many are very deſirous of 
preſerving the Account of this ſurprizing Affair, and 
what has been already publiſhed, are too few Sheets 
to make a bound Volume of. 
* The firſt Number of this Continuation will 
be publiſhed on Monday the 29th of July. 


